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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION - CYCLONE AT
BROOME.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM (with-
out notice, asked the Colonial Secretary:
In view of tile disastror, storm that has
taken place at Br-oome, can the Colonial
Secretary give any particulars, and in-
form tile H-ouse whether- tire Government
are taking any action to relieve the suf-
ferers?

The COLONIAL, SECRETARY re-
plied : This mmo-ni ng the lPremier received
a telegram friom the resident magistrate
it Broolne nequointirig- bin of the fact
that a very disastrous cyclone had taken
place there onl Saturday evening. The
telewrraph wires were down and, presum-
ably' . thalt is the reason wve did not hear
of it earlier. I have not a copy of the
telegram, but it announced that thre cy-
clone wvas exceptionally' severe onl land,
and that a number of luggers were lost,
together with two white men and nine or
ten arch of thle colour-ed crews. Immedi-
ately onl receipt of the telegram the Pre-
mier teleg-raphied the resident magistrate,
giving- him full authority to do whatever
is nlecessar 'y in) r-ender-ing, relief, and lie is
aIst. maq king aringements. if possible, for.
the honlorary, Minister, Hon. A. Male, to

-leave Beoome by Saturday's boat

QPEST[ON-LEPERS AT ROE-
BOUTRNE.

Hollr. Sir F. H. WITTENOOM asked
thle Colonial Secretary: 1. If steps have
Ieen taukenirnt move tire lepers finn thle

vicinity of Roebourne to an island, and
2, Whether they are now on the islandI

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, No. because the island
selected proved unsuitable, and fresh ar-
rangene nts are now under consideration
for their removal to Dorr6 Island.

HILL-YORK MECHANICS' INSTI-
TUTE TRANSFER,

Introduced by Hon. W. Marwick, read
a first time, and referred to a select com-
mittee consisting of the Holl. A. G. Jen-
ills, Hon. V. Hamersley, and Holl. W.
Marwvick, with power to call for persons
and papers, to sit on days on which the
House stands adjourned and to report
on Thursday, 1st December.

BiLL-FISHERIES ACT AMEND-
MENT.

In Committee.
lon. W. Kingsmill in the Chair.
Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Amendment otf 1903, No. 18,

s. 30:
The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved

an amendment-
That after "mark" in litle 8 the words

"being Crown land within the meaning
of the Land Act, 18S98," be inserted.

This amendment was moved because Hon.
J. F. Cullen had pointed out on the pre-
vious day that some doubt might arise as
to whether the clause would apply to free-
hold. The object of the amendment was
to 'make it clear that the clause did not
apply to land other than Crown land.

Amnendment passed.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved

a further amendment-
That ad the end of Subciause 3 the

following be added: "or for the sus-
pending for any period the operation of
any license at any portion of any fore-
shore or adjacent land in respect of
turtle which the licensee has an ex-
elusive right to take there, and pro-
hibhiting for that period the licensee
and all other persons from there taking,
k-iling or molesting such turtle.'

This gave the Oovernrmnent further power



1072 [COUNCIL.]

when leases were granted to make regula-
tions, if it was thought necessary so to
do. for the protection of turtle. It was
a new industry. and it was not quite
known what thle effect of it would be.
M~r. LKingsanill had pointed out on the
second reading that through those en-
gage ithidsty only being able to
catclh female turtles it mhrhit tend to ex-
terminate tlthi trtle altowether; and if
the Government found this to be likely,
power would be given 0o prohibit the
killintz of turtles for a period so that the
turtle would not lie destroy' ed altogether.
The turtles laid a large inumber of eggs,
some said tip to 200 each lialf'-veur, and
of course there were many enemies des-
stroying the young, hult it could hardly he
.seeni ,vlrt steps could lie taken to pre-
serve them. However. the amendment
would also give the Government power to
frame regumlations that might meet the

Hon. J. F. CULlIE\: The prolviso
limiting- tie hands of the Governmient Io
75 miles did not seem very wise. Surel 'y
if we could trust -Ministers up) to 7-5 miles
wve could] trust them for an other 75 miles.
One could hardly imagine a company
puttinhg the capital that would be ade-
quate to [lie industry into a 75-mile leng-th
of coast. Parliament could well trust it-
sponsible 'Ministers iiot to iiiulyv tie
tip any of the foresbore. The proviso
limiting the area lo, 75 miles, could he le-
leted as it might cause the hnoldinhg up (of
the expenditure of a considerable sati of
private mnley.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY,
though personlly not objecting to strik-
ing out the proviso, considered it was not
ttnreasonable to have somane lim it. other-
wvise there would be nothling to pirevet
a. Minister grantingz an exclusive rhrlit
from Shark Bay to Wyndham. There-
fore it was right that Parliament should
have a voice in the granting of ony
licenses over a certain limit. The pro-
viso was not in the Bill when it passed the
Council last session, but it was inserted
in another place, and it was extremely un-
likely another place would agree to the
Bill without the proviso. A length of 75
miles was more titan enoughl for siome

people. It all depended upon the lenzth
of beach obtained in) each particular
license.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: It would save a lot
of time if it was lixed at 151) miles.

Hon. J. W. Hackett: Seventy-five miles
is ani enormous lenath.

Hfon. J1. F. (Cullen: But a great deal of
it tnieht lie useless. He (lbd not p~ress
the point.

Holl. Sir E. H. WITTENOOMA In re-
gard to the amendment moved 1hr the
Minister it was a quest ioni whnether thle
licensees would take up licenses tinder
such conditions. There would hte no
knowing- how the flovertue,,t nvhijtI ham-
per them. Regulations dletrimnental to the
interests .,f the companyv might be made.
11 was well to consider tle~ matter froni
all its bearings before arriving- at a deli-
nite decision.

The COLO-NIAL SECRETARY: The
eintipaie tieaIking u p leases would bie quite
willig 1, ho ep acce v realsonable erondi-
tioris. 'No (4overilmen t would impose con-
ditioiis in order to make a lessee give up
his lease. Tilie conditions would bei ni-
posed, merely in the int erests of thle turtle,
and if it was necessary to do, aiiytiirigr iul
tile interests of file turirtle thle Government
should exercise the right. He had not
thoupaghat at firs;t an exclusive license wans
necessatiw, bit thle Londo (1)1 oinpa lies
iioud not touch thle industry unless they
haid exclusive l icenses. b~eca use when theyv
got their wtoks established fihey dlid not
wvish to bie initerfered witht iii regard to
tlieir stpplies of turtle, ort to be comp1 elled
to close (Iowa, thejir works. They really
wantted an assurance of a certain qil itity'
of I ti ea, butl they had no objection to
any conditions such as referred to. It
'iv al o, their desire toi protect the turtles,
lbecausc it' thle turtle., ben me extinct their
leases wotuld become valueles.

A iieidiieiit put and passed; the cla-i-e
as amended agrieed to.

New claurse:
The COLONIAL SECRETARY

mioved-

That the follo wing be adde'd
avs a lueclaus -1 If any personl
shtall Wv oIay time sell or cause to b,'
sold, or shall offer or ea pose for sale,
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ar shall take, catch, or have in his pos-
session or control for the purposes of
vole any lish of any kind or species
mentioned in the Schedule hereto, he
s/nail be guilty of an offence, and
shall be liable on conviction to a penalty
,to( exceeding Five pounds. 2, The
(;overnor may front time to time, by
proclamation, amend the said Schedule
by adding thereto or omitting there-
from the name of any kind or species
of fish'. On any such amendment the
amended Schedule shall be published
in the 'Governmeent Gazette,' and after
sitch publication this Act shall have
effect as if the Schedule as for the time
being amended were the Schedule re-
ferred to in the preceding subsection."

Thie necessity for this clause was ex-
plained by Mr. Kingsmill on the second
reading. It was for the hater protec-
tion of acclimatised fish. The Acelima-
tisation Comimittee had done good work
in placing fish in some of the South-
WVest rivers, and in the Capel River these
fish were caught in Such large quantifies
that people were hawking them for sale;
but as it was not the intention of the
Acelimatisation Committee that these
riyers should he stocked with English
fish for rho purpose of trade, the clause
was provided iii order to better deal with
these fish. Certainly there was already
power to close rivers against net fishing ;
and it was done in most cases, and in
other cases in the South-West it would
be done; but, at the samte time, poachers
could not al ways be caught in thle act.
This provision, taken fromn the Newv
Zealand Act, would allow p)ersonis to be
convicted if found with proclaimed fish
in their possession. The clause would
also apply to native fish, and the Gover-
nor could add[ nov native fish to the
schedule. Again, if acclimatised fish be-
camie so numerous that they could he
sold, by proclamation the schedule could
he altered and the fish allowed to be sold.

Hon. J. WV. Hackett: Was it under-
stood an absolute close season could be
converted into ''closed Avaters''?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: A
elose season could be formed now by
closing a river.

Hon. J. W. Hackett: Only to nets.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: And
also to lines, if necessary. This wvas only a
further provision to enforce that closure.
If persons wvere caught with such fish in
their possession they could be prosecuted.

Hon. .J. W. HACKETT: If the Bill
passed into law there would be absolute
prohibition. He did not see any power
to convert that prohibition into a close
season; if there was not that power then
Ihe 'Minister should take it.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: This
(lid not apply to the close season at all,
only to the selling of the fish.

H-ou. J. F. Cullen: What were the
fish ?

Thne COLONIAL SECRETARY: En-
fish perch and carp. It Would not be
absolUtely necessary to have a close sea-
son - any more than there was a close
season at the present time. The provis-
ion was only for the sale of the fish.

flon. J. F?. CUTLLEN: This new clause
struck him as a kind of wholesale sort
of net. It wrold he unlawful to catch
certain fish.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Not
to catch, only to sell. Persons could
catch fish for their own benefit or for
their friends, but could tnt sell them.

New clause pitt and passed.
New Schedule:
The COLONIAL SECRETARY

moved-
That the following schedule be add-

ed:-Orucian carp, English perch.
Schedule put and] passed.
Title- -agreed to.
Hill reported with amndmen ts.

BILL-SOUTHERN CROSS-BULL-
FINCH RAILWAY.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Connolly) :This is a Hill to con-
struct a short railway from Southern
Cross to Bullfinch. I need not remind
lion, members thai Bullfinch is the newest
gonldfield we have in Western Australia.
The Bullfinch mine was pegged out 12
months% ago, in November, 1909, bitt there
was absolutely no work done (luring the
sumnmer weathier on account of want of
water, hut the prospector returned to it
in April of this year and in a very few
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months it was proved to be one of the
richest mines in Australia, if it is not
proved to be nile of the richest in the
world. This is probably a record in re-
gard to railway building in this State,
that is top say, to a goldfield where the
first four pegs were put in only 12
monthus ago we flow propose building a
railway, bitt, in viewv of the particulars
which I shall give later on, I think the
Government are amply justified ini the
action which they are takin The length
of the line is 22 miles, and the estimated
cost £40,000 (this includes. the coat of
the rails and fastenings, £15,000), or
equal t4) about £1,800 a mite. The esti-
mate is exclusive of provision for ballast,
telephones, culverts, etcetera, which
would involve another £4,000. We shall
receive back in the railage freight on
sleepers £8,000 and on thre railage of
rails £2,700, or £11,600 through the Rail-
way Department.

Ron. W. Patrick: It will be charged
to the department.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
will go back, but it will cost thre depart-
merit something to carry that for which
they will receive £11,600. The principal
,reasou for building this railway is the
phenomenal mine which I. have men-
tioned, the Bullfinch, hut- in that dis-
trict, a district which L, in company
pany -with my two colleagues, the
Minister for Mines and IWI-. 1clKen-
zie, hagd the pleasure of visiting a
few weeks, ago, there are dozens of
other leases. There are '379 leases peg-
ged at Bullfinch comprising nearly 9,000
acres. If members will look at the maps
hung on the wall they will see first by
the plan of the leases that they are very
numerous, and in the further map they
will see a complete plan of the district.
That will be very interesting to members
and will give them a proper idea of the
country that this railway is designed to
open up. Trite, the work performed on
the Bullfinch,. that is the development
work, is not very great. M.Nembers will
nt expect that a mine which was only

peggred twelve months ago would have
very large development work done, but
since Apr-il last, that is, since the time
the mine has been working, a good deal

of work has been done on the Bullfinch.
On the Bullfinch itself, No. 1 shaft is
downt 1001 feet and a considerable amount
of driving has been carried out at that
level. No. 2 shaft is down 60 feet, and
a good deal of crosscutting has been done
at that level. In both of these shafts
they get the phenomenally rich ore that
we see so much about in the newspapers.
The pleasing part about the mine is that,
although it is so very rich, tine can hardly
see a speck of gold in the stone. although
thre ore goes up to 20 ounces and 30
ounces to the ton. That is very pleasing.
You do not see big pa:ches of gold, but
the ric-h mineral is spread throug-h the
stone, and anyone who knows anything
about mining is aware that that shows
the mine to he more lasting than when
you get patches of very rich stone. Ta
the two shafts they ha,-e ore blocked out

-r they had a fortnight ago, and there-
fore they must have more now-to tile
extent of 14,000 tons, of an average value
of £7 per ton. That is putting it at a
decidedly poor value, and that is taking
it over- the length of a good mnany hun-
dred feet. Besides this there are at least
six other reefs running through the pro-
perty, and one of these is averaged at
100 feet in width. Undoubtedly before
long that mine itself ought to employ
between 400 and 7001 in. That, to say
the least of it, is a marvellous mine. I
do not pretend to be a mining expert, bit
I say this. I have had experience of gol'd-
fields for the last 17 years and it strikes
.ne we arle going to have, if we have any-
thing at all, another Golden Mile there,
for the reason that there is; not only one
reef there but there are six reefs on the
Bullfinch property and all are payable.
There may be other reefs there not
opened yet containing large ore bodies,
and these no doubt wilt be floated off
into companies exactly in the same man-
mer as was done on the Golden Mlile in
the early days.

Hon. J. W. Langsford: A golden
league rather than a Golden M %ile.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If
these reefs prove payable then we have
at least half a dozen mines on the ground,
which the Bullfinch company hold at the
present time. I noticed in the West
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Australian this morning a report by
Mr. Richard Hamilton, the manager of
the Great Boulder Mline, and Mr. Hamil-
ton's report ought to convince anyone
as to the stability of the mine. He is
known nol only in Western Australia,
but probably throughout the mining
world as being one of [ihe best and
Soundest mining men in Australia, and
if Hr. Hamilton errs at all, it is on the
side of caution. Anyone who knows Mfr.
Hamilton is aware that if he says a m~ine
is fair. then it is very fair, and there
need be no discount at all on wvhat hie
says. This is wvhat appJears in this morn-
ilng's paper-

The following is an extract from areport wade to the London board of
directors of the Great Boulder Proprie-
tary Gold Mines under date October 15
by Mr. Richard Hamilton, the general
manager of the Great Boulder Ame:-
"I was exceedingly pleased with what I
saw at the Bullfinch. They now have
four shafts at work varying from 60 to
100 feet in depth besides a good many
potholes and costeens. The ore being
obtained is marvellously rich, and these
shafts show at least Goft. of ore in dif-
ferent veins, all of them being high
grade at the deepest point, Viz., looft.
below the surface. It would be vecry
safe to say that the ore at presenit is
anything from l0oz. to S0oz. in value
for a width of 2Oft., and I have no
doubt that crosscutting will reveal other
parallel bodies to be good and wide at
this depth, for there is satisfactory evi-
dence of the lodes continuing down-
wards. The surrounding of these shafts
are more or less chaotic geologically, at
present, bitt it may be said that the lode
has been traced for 700ft. in good
values, and promising, taking the whole
of the bodies, a total width of perhaps
fioft. The discovery was made on a low
rounded hill of a length of a little over
half a mile, granite schist showing on
the east side, the rest of the hill being
in mica schist. Very little was to be
seen in the shape of outcrop, the bill
being covered generally with excellent
soil and heavy morrell and salmon gum
timber. The prospectors found floaters

onl the surface, and after satisfying
themselves of the importance of the
floaters they sank potholes through the
soil until they came on to the ore body
beneath, which, immediately under the
soil, consisted mostly of ironstone and
some quartz. The bearing of the ore
bodies at present appears to be a little
north of wvest, which is abnoi-mal. The
general bearing of the quart zbodies at
Southern Cross and wherever the main
quartz lodes have been found in this
district is a few degrees west of north.
The shafts sunk on the ore bodies show
them to become less ferruginous with
depth, and some of the ore most free
from iron shows the richest values, a
large portion of the value being fine
gold. All the gold is in a very fine
state of division. There is any amount
of milling timber and fuel on and
around the leases, and I have no doubt
that a very good supply of water will
be found,' but very salt. The district
Parries the lowest rate of wage for min-
ing- in the State, and the geological con-
ditions are, in my opinion, the most
favourable in the State, the ore channel
being very wide and very long with
e'ranite on its eastern side and ferrugi-
nous country on the west. The channel
in which the ore bodies will be found is,
so far as my knowledge goes, in places
five miles wide. I think a great deal of
attention will be paid by prospectors
to this part of the country. The Bull-
finch will act as an object lesson and'
enI Q0orrag-emen t.

That is the report of Mr. Hamilton, and
I think it is decidedly encouraging. Be-
sides the Bullfinch Proprietary. to which
I have referred till now, out of all these
leases that have been pegged not many
have been worked, 4ecaUse they hav'e not
been pegged for many months. Indeed,
many of the leases ate riot yet approved,
an ld until they are approved tite owvners
have rio right to work their. However,
during the last few weeks some which did
get approval have been worked. There is,
for instance, the Bullant, which is a block
claim adjoining- the Bullfinch on the sou-
thern end. although on a different lode
I think.
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Hon. W. Kingsmi]I; It has just been
floated, has it not?

The COLONIL, SECRETARY: It
has just been floated for £200,000, with
£75,000 working capital.

Hon. J. W. Hackett: Ten shillings on
application and ten shillings on allotment.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes;
tInure are stiff terms, and they go to show
what confidence the vendors had in their
property when they put up such terms
as those. Besides this, according to the
West Australian mnining reports, there
have been rich developments in the Young
Bullfinch and the Chaffinch, which is im-
mediately pegged on the southern end of
the Bullfinch. There are also sonme 60
other syndicates and companies, aggregat-
ing a capital of £250,000, which have been
formed for operating in the immediate
vicinity of Bullfinch. Not only will this
railway give communication to the Bull-
finch, but it will undoubtedly help to open
up other mining country which is known
to exist to the north of Bullfinch, and I
venture to say that it will not be long
before Parliament will be asked again to
extend this line in a northerly direction.
If hon. members will look at the map
they will see that nine miles further north
there is a very old goldfield, the oldest
in Western Australia, except Ktimberley,
I think, namely, Golden Valley. That
place was worked about 188S, a good
many years before Coolgardie, or even
Southern Cross, was discovered. There
have been 1&9 leases taken up between
Bullfinch and Giolden Valley, covering
4,000 acres. At Golden Valley itself 51
applications, containing anl area of 976
acres, have been lodg-ed. During our visit
to the district we also inspected Golden
Valley, and several of the shows which
we saw have very good prospects indeed.
It has been since reported that several
have changed hands at very big prices.
In the old days at Golden 'Valley a bat-
tery, which was known as the "Kathleen"
battery, crushed a gre~at amount of ore,
and although no official record has been
kept, it has been ascertained from other
sources that about 2,000 tons of ore was
treated for an averagre of 17 pennyweights.
That was 20 years ago, and possibly they

did not continue the work then because
mining was much more expensive than it is
at the present time. At Golden Valley the
i11ines TDepartment some months ago, be-
fore the Bullfinch boom, subsidised the
battery of Lange and party, and that bat-
tery has cruished for the public 357 tons
for .203 ounces of gold, almost an average
of anl ounce to the ton.

Hon. AV. Kin gsinill: How long has it
been running

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Only
for somne few months. They have hadu
some difficulty about the water, and it is
only a five-head battery. What I would
like to point out is that although the
tonnage is not very great, it is from eight
different leases, and when we get an
average of nearly an ounce to the ton from
eight different leases, we may take it as
at very good indication of the likelihood
of Golden 'Valley reviving again. Ten
wuiles further north of Golden Valley we
have Anstey's find. That was the earliest
find on tie Yilgarn goIdfield. It was made
before Southern Cross, and some very
pliptioinenal. stone was discovered there.
It was worked for a while, hut latter came
the riishes to Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie,
and, like the Soutlhern Cross district gene-
rally, it was overlooked. Still further
north we have the part owner of the Bull-
finch, Mr. Liorric Doolette, prospecting
some very likely country there known as
Bongalbin, some 60 miles north-north-east
of Bulifinel,. Another likely looking place
is at Trough Well, towards M.%ount Jack-
son; and still furither north is Mount Jack-
son itself, an old mining place that has
been in existence for a great many years.
I simply mention these places to show the
line of nuriferous country running right
through to Mount Jackson, and I don't
think there is the least doubt about it
continuing- on to Youanme and to Black
Range.

Hon. W. Kingamill: What about the
southern end I

The COLONILAL SECRETARY: I am
not introducing- a Bill for a railway to
the southern end, but there are good pros-
piects there, almost equal to these. I
mention these finds to the north to show
that the buiilding- of this line will be a
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-great help to prospectors and others in
openingl ipl the country. But not only is
-a railway proposed to be built; the pipe
line also is being taken to Bullfinch.

Hon. A. G.. Jenkins: When will the pipe
line be there?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It is
on the road flow, and it will be taken there
as fast as we can get the pipes. I have
-only dealt with Bullfinch and those
mines to the north, but this railway wvill
not only serve Bullfinch; it will also
serve a very promising line of reef in the
Corinthian mine. The Corinthian mine
is situated a little to the west of the
Golden Valley road at about the 10-mile
peg, halfway between Southern Cross and
Bullfinch. There is as nice a line of reef
as anyone could wvish to see; it is a very
big line and it outcrops for some three or
four miles. It is certainly not a phenomne-
nal thing like the Bullfinch, but is is likely
to carry as may men, if not more, bacause
it has a very big body of ore and will take
more men to work it, though not so rich.
It is now in the hands of the prospectors
and I understand that they have done
some development downi to 50 and 100
feet, where they are driving and cross-
-cutting. The Corinthian North, which
adjoins the Corinthian, hase been tinder
option to Bewick, Iforeing, and Com-
pany, and during the time they have held
the mine they have done a considerable
amount of developmental work. They have
stink to 200 feet. With my colleague I
-climbed to the 100-feet level, and if hon.
members have any experience in climb-
ing- ladders they will understand why I
did not go to the 200 feet. I was
satisfied to see the 100-feet level and to
believe that the 200-feet level was just
.as good. However, the official figures
state that at the 100-feet level, on which
they have driven, a considerable distance,
they have blocked out 300,000 tons of ore,
worth 32s. per toin. That vast amount of
ore constitutes a mine in itself, and I
notice that according to the newspaper
reports. Bewick, %foreing, & Company
have exercised their option and the mine
is now floated for a big amount with a
good working capital. There is not the
slightest doubt that in the very near In-

ture they will have a big battery there.
The Corinthian will carry at least 50-head
of stamps and that will mean the em-
ployment or not less than 400 or 500 men.
There is also an old milling field half-way
between the Corinthian and Southern
Cross known as Hope's Hill. This is one
of the oldest mines in Western Australia.
A good deal oif gold was got there in the
past, and under new methods there is no
reason why it should not be worked suce-
cessfully again. The railway will also
serve this property. I think that the
facts I have mentioned amply justify the
Government in proposing to build the
line. At first sight it 'nay be thought,
seeing the field has only been worked for
a few months, that there is an undue risk
in the building of a railway, but we have
got to remember that from the reports of
Mr. Richard Hamilton and others, some
of these minecs are going to last for several
years, and it is extremely unlikely that
some of the adjoining mines will not go
down. But if nothing else is discovered,
these mines I1 have mentioned wvill last
for a number of years and employ a great
number of men, and that being so, it
wvould be necessary that the Government
should ait least build a road there. With
the great amount of traffic recently, the
road between Southern Cross and Bull-
finch is now in a very bad state. It is
estimated that to build a road over the
21 miles would cost at least £C26,000, or
£E15 per chain. That is not all extrava-
gant estimate, because it is very loose
loamy soil, and therefore would require
a pretty substantial bottom. Now, the
estimated value of the rails and sleepers,
which will always be available for re-
moval, is 65 per cent, of the total cost
of the railway,' or £26,000. Besides that,
as I have already mentioned, we get
£11,600 back in freight from the railways,
so that if we take that point of view
alone, this is a very much better propo-
sition than the building of a road, be-
cause the maintenance of a road would
be decidedly more costly than the main-
tenance of a railway. It would certainly
cost upwards of £1,600 per annum to
maintain the road, whilst the maintenance
of the railway would certainly not be as
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great as that. If, in years to come, the
railway has to lbe taken up we wvill re-
ceive £20,000 back from rails and
sleepers, whilst we should receive nothing
at all from a road, so that in building
this railway we can say, what cannot be
said in regard to most railways, that there
is absolutely no risk. Then, agau, in
older to show the opinion of the public
generally, I might remind lion, members
that some few acres of laud, less than 14,
were sold recently after having heel] cut
up into blocks, for the slim of a little
over £25,000. There will be another sale
shortly, and I venture to say that that
sale will bring an equally large amount,
if not more.

Hon. W. lKingsmill: You are going to
sell t1e good blocks this time.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : I
call say this, that having seen the town-
ship I will give it as my opinion that I
would sooner buy tbe blocks that are to
be p)ut up for sale than those which have
been sold.

Hoji. J. WV. K~irwan: Very consoling.
The COLONIAL~ SECRETARY: For

the reason that they are nearer the busi-
ness end of the towni, that is the mine end;
an(], therefore, if these do not fetch big-
gel prices than the others did I shall con-
sired myself a bad judge. During the
next sale two hotel licenses% are to be sold.
These were excluded from the last sale,
and I venture to think~ that they will add
consideralyl to the amount which will be
realised.

lon. J. WV. Kirwan: How can you sell
a hotel license?

The COLO'NIAL SECRETARY :I
just mentioned that briefly. The method
that will be adopted will be that all the
blocks, with the exception of two of a
half acre each. will be sold with the con-
dition attached, that onl them no liquor of
any kind is to he sold by the purchasers.
The other two half-acre blocks will he
disposed of without this restriction. These
are the only two blocks then for which
it will be possible to obtain a license for
tlie sale of liquor.

Honn. J1. W. Kirwan: Is that an instruc-
tion to the licensing bench9

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
Iwo,. mnenmher is a, memnber of the licensing

bench, and if lie studied the business of
that beach lie would know that no such
inistructionl could be givenl to the court.
Wh Iile peole will know that in connection
with all thle blocks with the exception of
the two, it will not be possible to obtain
a license, they will be informed that no
objection will be raised inl that direction
with regard to the two specially reserved.
Ti'lere can be no instructions g-iven to
the licensing bench. The bench adminis-
telrs the Acet, and it is for them to say
whether they wvill grant a license or not.

11011. IV. Kingsmill: How can you stop
thlem granting a license for the election
of hotel premises on a prohibited block?

Tile COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
conditions attached to the sale of the
blocks will prevent that.

Hon. B. C. O'Brien: The purchasers of
these blocks will take the chance of get-
ting a license.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : It
will be absolutely prohibited in connec-
tioli with the blocks other than the two
specially mentioned. In connection with
these two there will be a tenl years' lease
sold, and at thle end of that period the
lease will revert to the Crown. The buy-
ers of these two blocks will take the
chance as to whether the bench will grant
the license or not. In any township a
buyer of blocks takes sRome risk as to
whether a bench will or will not grant a
license, and the buyers in this case will
be in an exactly similar position. I do
not think it is necessary for me to say,
anything further.

Hon.~ ~ .J.W m~clill: What about an
estimate of the traffic?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
bon. member knows that it will take a
good deal of calculation to reckon what
the traffic over this line will be. I do not
know whether we need take the pas-
senger traffic into consideration, but with
regard to the mines I have already men-
tioned they' will unidoubtedly require a
great quantity of machinery and, in addi-
tion, the people who have paid £E25,000
for the blocks already sold will want
building material carried to those blocks,
so that from both these sources the de-
prtment may expect a large amoll of
traffic. If we huirry onl the construction
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,of the line we shiall glet the whole of this
traffic.

lion. J1. Wt. Kinusmill: How are you
going to build the line?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
line w'ill he constructed departmen tally,
and righit away.

Hon. J. W. Kingsniill: Spur line rates?
The COLONIAL SECRETAIRY: The

line will be similar to the district rail-
wvays. [ have much pleasure in moving-

Thact the Bill he now, read a second
lime.

Hon. J. F. C'ULLEN (South-East) : I
have no- desire to delay the progress of
the second leading, and I merely wish to
say that I do hope the Government will
reconsider the announcement the Minister
has made about tempting people to buy
those two lots in the hope of getting a
public house license. This is essentially a
case for a State hotel.

Hon. T'. F. 0. BRIMAGE (North-
East) : I have much pleasure in support-
ing the second reading of this measure,
and J canl bear out wvhat the Colonial Sec-
retary has said with regard to the district.
I am also pleased that the Government
are taking the matte:' in hand so promp-
tly, and I an' pleased also that the Gov-
ernmenit have iiot dealt with the matter in
the wayv that the gentleman who controls
the Mines Department suggested, namely,
that we should wait until further develop-
ments had taken place. I can assure lion.
memlbers that mining prospects in that
district are really wonderful. I have
spent low over a month in and around
that parlicular locality, and I look for-
ward to seeing a very large population
settled in that district. The large mine
itself, the Bullfinch Proprietary, is one
of the most wonderful mines yet discov-
ered. and I am sure the Colonial Secre-
tary made a mistake when lie put the ore
down as being worth £7 per ton; I think
bie meant to say it was worth 7 ounces
per ton. The value of the mine is,
roughly. about half a million to-day wvith
the ore ill sight. and I feel quite sure of
my figul-es. The Colonial Secretary on
referring to his notes will find that he
made an error in speaking of £7 in value
instead of 7 ounes. The nulmber of

leases pegged out in that district during
the last 12 months is between 500 and 580,
and gold has been found from Southern
Cross right through to Golden Valley,
and with modern appliances for the treat-
ment of low jsrade ores. I think wve will
see in the Yilgarn district during the next
live years - population of over 20,000
people. You have only to take those
large mines which were recently purchased
by Mlessrs. Bewick, _Moreing, and Comn-
Ipany and by Messrs. foolette, the Coarin-
thian tond the Corinthian North. both of
which contain immense quantities of ore
worth 32s. a ton, ore which can be treated,
mining. milling, ceetera, for about 16s.
Thus it wNill be seen the great profit that
remains after treating that ore, and it
can be imagined what a great number of
meii will be employed in the indiistr3
there. Personally, I think the Govern-
ment are taking no risk in -building this
line, and I am hopeful that before long,
prosp~ectors will be found further North,
and the railway pushed on in the same
direction. I have been as far as Golden
Valley, which is 30 miles from Southern
Cross, and have seen some promising reefs
there. I need only mention one or two,
such as the Violet. which has an immense
ore body, and Pine Hill, which is also
at Golden Valley and which is another
very' big s~how, containing great quantities
of ore, which will yield 16 or 17 dwts.

Hon. A. G. Jenkins: Will yon recomn-
mend uts to buy Pine Hills at 4s. ?

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE: I am sorry
to say that the hon. member rather ridi-
cules some of thle mines in that district.
It is only in consequence of his lon~g
residence on the coast, and that too ac-
counts for his ignsoranice in connection
with maining to-day. If, however, he
takes a trip through this district at the
present time lie will see somethinir that
will open his eyes. Going carefully
through that district, as I have done. gold
can be found eveiry two or three miles,
wherever outcrops occur, and quite suffi-
dient to justify tie Government in ex-
pending this money onl the railway. There
has been a lot said with re-
ga rd to ''ild cats'' inl this
district. The developnment. dur1in g
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the past week are proving- beyond doulbt
that gold-bearing lodes proceed from the
Bullfinch mine in nll directions. I saw% a
telegram fromn the (Chaffinch to-day,
whit-h stated thla t oiver 5-okunce
ore had beeii discovered there.
and J think this is going t o
continue. On anothier mnine I visited
the day before yesterday a costeen eight
feet deep revealed a lode under the allu-
vial soil, which by development ought to
become a great mass. I could go on
speaking- in this way about the whole of
that district from Southern Cross right
throug-h to Golden Valley. T have no
doubt whatever that a large number of
men. are goingl to be employed there. The
railway will facilitate matters, and the
Government are wise in building the line
immediately, because they will reap the
benefit of the heavy freights arising from
the machinery that will be required at
the mines. J have heard that the Bull-
finch Proprietary do not inten(1 to treat
any more ore iii Kalgoorlie, that they in-
tend to wait until theiri own plant has
been erected. That n-ill mnean the convey-
ance oif a lot of machinery to Ihe district,
and the sooner the railway is through to
it thle bett er. I am one of t hose who th in k
that these discoveries in one of the older
settlements or the State is going to be
one of the greatest, and I ami quite certain
with tile encouragement of the prospector
that Otlher similar centres to the north
and to the soith 'of Kalgoorlie will be
fowd. There is no doubt in my mind
that the opinions expressed by eminent
geologists,. such as Dr. Mfaclaren, that
Western Australia has an essentially
highly payable gZoldfield right throughout
that belt is qluite correct. Hle has ex-
andmed the country from K algoorlie away
to tie north of Leonorn, and can do
nothing hutl praise it slnd say that the
pruspector should be encouraged to go
out and search for new fields. So it is
with other geolog-ists. Our own g-co-
loiist has often expressed the opinion
that other very' big m~ines will yet be
found in Western Australia. I am not
quite sure to-day whether the Bullfinch
gives greater promise than did the Lake
View when it was discovered in 1594, but
we shall all be pleased to see these finds

made, and I beliere that within the next
few months so much notice will he taken
of lling_ developments at Vilgarn and
other district; that the industry will get
the treatmnent it deserves. A few of us
feel, and( Justly sot, thle (loverumiert have
treatedl tire muiuug industry ini the past
not too generously, and I hope that these
di-CoVCrivs idI Ot hers, al1ready made will
prnompt itein to give it more considers-
tion. I hear that at Ora Banda,
north or Kalgoorlie, rich finds have been
made. Firomr all these discoveries the
mining industry must get an impetus
that will be of great profit to the State.

Hlon. J. W. LANGSFORD (Metropoli-
ran-Suburban) :I have not very much to
say on this matter. I am surprised that
no0 information has been given to the
House from the Mines Department on
this subject. We have had the opinions
of M.Nr. Hamilton, and of the public gen-
erally, but no report by the State Mining
Engineer Or anyonue in his office has been
presented to the House; yet we are asked
to pass a Bill for the expenditure of
C410,000. T think the House is entitled to
something more than we have had from
Our officials, to whomi we must look for
information of this kind. I tiope when
the 'Minister replies this information will
he forthcoming. Certainly tire Govern-
meat are pushing this matter through
with a g-reat deal of haste. It may he
quite jurstified, but -we shoulld hanve the in-
formation asked for, especially iii view of
the fact that we have the authority of the
Colonial Secretary that in this great mine
the values run to about £C7 per tori.

Hon. J. T. Glowrey: Seven ounces.
The Colonial Secretary: It would be

worth about six millions onl that basis-
Hon. J. W. LA NOSFORD: The Col-

onial Secretary still adheres to tlhe two
ounces per ton, but Mr. Brirnage goes up
to £25 per ton, or about 7 ounces. We
oughlt to have had something from our
own officials, to whom we pay good sal-
aries that they' ani-glrt give Irs; Such infor-
mation. Another point is that thle rail-
way is to be built by the department.
Evidently whenever a railway is to he
pushed through with ati possible speed
the Public Works Department are the best
people to build it. I do not know why
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they have departed ii] this instance from
their usual custom of tendering for the
construction of the railway.

The Colonial Secretary: Tbere are no
plains to prepare.

Hon. J. W. LANOSFORD: So they
are going to build a railway without
plans! It bhows the necessity for having
the fullest information on the matter.
Imagine anybody building a house unless
plains were first prepared. However, I
rose mainly to, get an assurance from the
Colonial Secretary that the men who are
employed in the Eastern districts ex-
tending the railway facilities at the
vanious stations, improving the stations
and the station yards, will not he
taken away from that work to do this
pniposed work, The farmers in those
districts are looking forward to having
increased facilities this year and if these
workmen are to be taken away-for we
understand there is a great lack of labour
in those distrits-from those centres, I
think it will be most unfair to the farmers
who. as I say. are expecting that their
wheat and harvest generally will be sent
away expeditiously.

Hon. R. D). Mc1KENZIE (Honorary
Minister) : The Bullfinch district has
been before the public for the last
six weeks, and I think almost every in-
cident that has occurred onl that gold-
field has been so well advertised in. the
Press lhat not only members of the
House. but the public of Western Aus-
tralia irencrally are pretty well conver-
sant with the existing state of affairs in
that locality. Some two or three weeks
ago, a4 the invitation of the Minister for
Mines and in company with the Colonial
Secretary. I paid a visit to the Yilgarn
goldilelds. First of all let me say that
onily a. few weeks ago an intimation was
wade in a goldfields newspaper to the
effect that I w~as opposed to the construe-
tioii of this line. This was immediately
after I had finished a tour of the dis-
trict, and I was reported to have said at
a little social function in Southern Cross
that, in company with the Colonial See-
retary and the Mtinister for Mines, I was
opposed to the building of this line.
I desire to state I have never said
anything of the sort. My sympathies

have ever been with the giviug of facili-
ties to prospectors and small leaseholders
on the goidlields. AUl that I said at the
function at Southern Cross was that it
was a Cabinet matter, and that I thought
the prospectors and leaseholders of Yil-
gan would not suffer in any way through
having been visited by three Ministers.
It has also been stated in another place
that the (jovernment were influenced in
the bringing forward of the Bill for the
construction of 'the line by the fact that
a member of the Cabinet had large in-
terests in a syndicate controlling the
Bullfinch mine. My name wvas men-
tioned in connection with this in an-
other place, and it seems to me only fair
to the members of the House that 1
should tell them what interest I have in
the syndicate which control the mine.
I am proud to say I wvas connected with
the syndicate instrumental to a large ex-
tent in sending out the prospector of
this mine, and I am glad to say that ever
since I have been on the goldfields I have
taken a keen interest in: prospecting and
have always held -that the prospector is
the backbone of the industry in its last
resort. This has been proved by the
finding of the Bullfinch. It is to men like
Mr. Lioulette and Mr. Shalicross, who not
only put their own money in the venture,
but[ influenced others to do the same. and
so formed the syndicate that sent out the
prospector-it is to these men the
country owes much. If a little more at-
tention were given to the formation of
prospecting syndicates, and if oppor-
tunities were given to men to go out and
prospect the back country, the mining in-
dustry would be more prosperous than
it is to-day. Having gone through the
country where this great mine is situated
one of the first things that struck me
was the almost impassable nature of the
road. This road lies through a soft,
loamy soil of great depth, and one has
only to travel over it, particularly after
a heavy' rain, as we did, to see that it
would be well nigh impossible to carry
any heavy traffic over that road in winter
time. Now, after reading reports of men
like 31r. Richard Hamiil ton, and of the
various engineers the Government have
sent Lip there; and after reading the re-
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port furnished by tile State M1ining En-
giueer four mionths, ago, one cannot help
feeling- convinced that this is going- to be
a prosperous district indeed. In view of
what tell from the last speaker it may be
infobrmative if I read the report of the
State Mining Engineer. It is as fob-
lair:-

The Sou thern Cross a urife rous belt
extends for over 50 miles in length, and
is usually over fire miles wide. It is
very full of lode--, especially of large
law-g rade "formations,' hot in these
aind inteajacent country there are
ailsot manyv well-marked fissure lodes.
Though a large amount of prospecting
has been done there are (bily quite a
fewv of the mines- that hare as yet been
extensively worked, and miost of these
have been of decidedly low grade
thoug~h often profitable. The majority
of the shows which have been (opened
hare not been able to attract the as-
sistauice of enough capital to enable
them to he equipped with proper
machinery, and have therefore been
worked intermittently, and At Much
disadvantage, usually having to tart
the ore considerable dislames to be
crushed. The l:,w-gradle ore bodies
most comimon to) tis leld require
treatment close ft the mines, with as
little handling as possible. and each
mine of any size therefore requires to
licwscss its own hal tery. The field is
adv-antageously situated as regards cost
of labour, mining stoics, and domestic
supplies, and splendidly provided with
the best of wining timber and firewood,
but outside of Southern Cross itself is
at present rather badly provided with
salt water supplies for millin -g, and
very badly with fresh water. Both salt
and fresh water are, however, obtain-
able without excessive cost. The pro-
spects of this field appear to mne to be
on the whole very promising. There is
no field in the State where there are
stronger indications of extensive lode-
forming action, the auriferous belt be-
ing a really remarkable zone of intense
and repeated fracturing and crushing
of the earth's ernst, affording all the
geological conditions usually con-
sidered favourable for the formnation

of ore bodies. Good ore has kren
found more or less all along- the belt,
anid several of the mines seemn likely to
become of nuceh importance. There is
still preat scope- for prospecting and
untried ground for neil reefs, and also
in the o~ldet minves for search in the
la rge " formati ons'" for other ore
bodies than thost! already wvorked. The
district at present seemsO to woi. offer
as good opportunities for intelligent
prospecting as are tom be found in any
of the other fields of Western Australia,
but recognition must be made of its
somewhat u-nusual features, especially
on the prevalence of "shattered zone"
deposits-, and a wider (.iLnceptioni taken
of the nature oif the lodes than has
been usual in the past when the juaci-

dental quartz veins hare been regarded
as alone worthy of attention.

I say that the reports we have had already
from such eminent melt as M1r. Richard
Hamilton, together with reports from
other engineers and that from the State
Mining- Eng-ineer furnish all the inflirnia-
tion required. And surely it is a fair
thing -that we should take a little risk in
connection with a mining railway. Go
hack to the old days when Sir John For-
rest hogan the construction of the South-
ern Cross railway fromn Nortmam. Had
lie anyv assuirance of permnaient mlines at
Southern Cross? Of course not. And
when hie continued the line from Southern
Cross to Coo Igardie, had he any such as-
surance with regard to ('oolgardie? No;
hie was prepared to take the risk:. and we
have all seen the result. Mining has done
so inucli -for Western A ustralia that surtely
we can afford to take a little risk iii re-
tun- If the mining industry is prosper-
ous it wrill assuredly assist the agricul-
tural industry to so great an extent that
we will be well able to afford to take the
risk of this £E40,000. As the resnilt of
speaking to several prominent mining
men who have recently visited Bullfinchb,
I find that the indications are that we
shall hare a permanent goldfield there.
Nowhere else in Western Australia, pro-
hbly nowhere else in the world, has
there been so rich a show in an y mine.
The lode is well defined, and T am told by
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menl who are in a position to state auth-
oritatively that all the indications go to
show that this lode will live down. If
at one hundred feet depth the mine is
worth half a million of money-and I
believe there is half a million pounds
worth of gold in sight-we can reason-
ably expect that at two hundred feet it
will he worth a million. And mining men
are unanimous in stating their belief that
when, later, they get into the sulphides
the lodes will live down and prove of very
good value indeed. The line of country
in which this lode has been discovered
is parallel with Kalgoorlie, and we know
as at matter of fact that the lodes are
pretty continuous from Kalgoorlie right
through Owalia. and on to the Murchison.
The class of rock being treated in the
Ivanhoe, the Gwalia, and the Great Fin-
gall mines is identical, and there is noth-
ing to prevent uts having as important
a line of lode in this country as they have
there. In these conditions, and seeing
that the difficulties of transit wvill be so
great, and that we tire assured of an im-
mediate return from thme railway, because
there will be thousands of tons of ma-
chinery' to go along it, and thousands of
tons of building material with which to
build the town, I do not think we should
hesitate a moment. I think we should be
prepared to take what little risk there is
in connection with the building of this
railway. The Bullfinch find has cme at
the most opportunie time. Never in the
history of mining in Western Australia
was there more need for drawing atten-
tion of those interested in mining to our-
selves, and the Bullfinch find lias done it.
It has% drawn the attention of the public
in London and in the Eastern States to
uts. mid I believe we will have an influx
of capital for minine development, and
the industry, instead of being on the
downvi-grade, as it has been for a few
yearis past, will be on the up-grade, and
will. I hope reach higher figures than it
has in the past. I do not think there is
necessity' for any argument in favour
of the line. I think everyv member of the
HotR~e will realise the importance it is
to the country that we should build it.
The, arguzment has been used in another

place that there are mining districts in
W~estern Australia that have not been
equipped with a railway. That may be
so. I dare say it is true-but that is no
reason why we should not amend our
mistakes and build a line to the Bullfinch.
Because we have made mistakes in the
past there is no reason why we should
make themn in the future; and I say now
we have this discovery, now the eyes of
the world are upon us, and there is a
capital coming in for our goldinining in-
dustry, the Government should do all
they canl to assist the industry. I am
sure the building of this line is one of the
best means by which they can help for-
ward the interests of the industry.

Hont. E. AfeLARTY (South-West): I
am surprised that an important measure
such as this, involving an expenditure
of £40,000, is not deserving more atten-
tion from members of this House.

Hon. R. Laurie: There is no objection
to it.

Honl. E. AleLARTY; I do not pose as
anl expert in mining, I prefer to listen to
the opinions of those who hlave had eN-
perielice and are competent to judge, but
I claim to he able to take a common sense
business view of the matter, and I amo
certainly under the impression that this
railway has been very much rushed in-
deed. The Colonial Secretary, in his
speech in introducing the Bill, painted a
very glowing picture. He told us there
would be a refund to the Railway Dle-
lpartment of about £11,000 for freight,
and that if the line tuirned out a failure
we could take up £26,000 worth of ma-
terial. It appears to me, therefore, we are
going to get back £37,000 on an expen-
ditue of £40,000. It seems to be almost
incredible; I do not think it is going to
happen. The hon. gentleman estimates
the cost of building a road at £26 a
chain.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No;
£15 a chain.

Hon. E. NeLARTY: Even at £15 a
chain it is an extraordinarily high esti-
mate. One would naturally expect in
a mining locality, or in auriferous coun-
try, road-making material would be
pretty plentiful; and to talk about ex-
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pending £1 a chain for a distance of
22 miles seems to me to be altogether out
of the question. I think a fairly good
road might be made, and ought to be
rmade, for less than half the money. How-
ever, I do not want to oppose the rail-
way, but I am here to express my
opinion, and that is that I am not in at-
eord with such undue haste in the mat-
ter of this construction. We are told
that this will assist the prospector
greatly, but I do not think the matter of
22 miles is going to make very much dif-
ference to the prospector. To a man go-
ing out prospecting that short length of
r-ailway will not give very much assist-
ance. I have no doubt the carrying of
waoter to the mine is essential and should
be done with the least possible delay, but
I am certainly of opinion that on the
construction of a railway to cost R40,000
hion. members should have had a little
more detail. We know that after the
niccessary equipment of a mine is carried
t here is very little left for the railway to
do; we could cart away the g~old p)ro-
duced in a barrow for all the freighit it
will yield; and I am doubtful whether
the mnine is going to he such a payable
proposition as has been represented in
the House. I expected to hear some de-
lbale on the matter, and a good many
questions asked with reference to [he po-
bable [raffle, and the paying aspect of the
proposition when the railway is con-
structed. I think this mnine is most fa-
vourably situated and has a great deal
to assist it without the Government rush-
ing in to spend £40,000 before there is
any development. What would the pros-
pectors of this wealthy mine do if they
happened to be 100 miles out in the in-
terior, in places where fuel is not obtain-
able, and with all the other drawbacks"
But here they are within 22 miles of a
railway, witb an abundance of fuel, and
the water being conveyed to them, yet it
seems imperative that a railway should be
built there at a cost of £40,000, and that
before there is any development. The
Government are in too great a hurry.
They might well have waited until further
developments took place. I remember
some years ago there were some reported

finds of immense value, and for the 1i4t
occasion I was induced to put my hand4:
in my pocket and invest in wiining. I
put £100 into a miine at Parker's Rang-e
and I have been weeping ever since for
Iny £100. 1 was led to believe that there
was an immense fortune awaiting1 me,
I had only to pay in this money, the mine
would be sold, and I was to rest on mny
oars for the reainder of ow days. I
parted ;vith my £100 that I had to earni
pretty hard, and I have never seen the
money since. It make,; one wonder wthe-
thier there muay not be a little booming
going on, and whether aill these lenses
pegged out are going. to turn out as
wealthy as represented. However, I could
not allow the opportunity to pass wvith-
out expressing a word of warning. I
think the railway is premature. I think
the Government would havec done wvell
to have got further information and-
stayed their baud until a later date be-
fore committing the country- to such an
expense,

Tile COLON0IAL, SECRETARY (in
reply) :In regard to the point raised
by 'Mr. Langsford as to having no re-
ports-geological reports-froma the Goy-
erment, lion. members who know any-
thing about minling must knowr that it
takes a considerable lime before one can
get a report from a geologist in this way.
The mnine has only been opened a very
short time, and it takes a considerable
amouint of study before a geologist will
venture to give a report as a .reolooieal
replort. Mr. -McKenzie has read a re-
port only four months old of the State
Mining Engineer, who was accompanied
by the Government Geologist. That was
a Government report and a very satis-
factory one. Another point Mr. bangs-
ford made in reply to an interjection of
mine that the line was to be constructed
departmentally, was that when a mine
had to be built quickly it was always
built departmentally. Tile hon. member
must know they cannot build a tiling
depa rtm en tally any quicker than by con-
tract. I intimated to the lion. member
that it was not necessar~y to provide plans,
and this rather amused the lion, member
anid lie said "E ven we build the line with-
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out plans"! Hon., members who under-
stand contract work know that while
working plans for a contractor, show-
ing all levels arid cross levels, etcet-
era, are being prepared, a short line like
this could be built. That is where the
time is saved. If a man is a builder and
knows the class of house he wants, he
can build the house in just as short a
time as it is possible for an architect to
prepare the plans and specifications on
which to call for tenders. That is the
exact position, arid that is how it is that
the department can have this work done
much quicker. In order that we may get
the traffic I have already referred to, we
aire warranted in pushing on the railway.
As to the apparent difference in regard
to the value of the ores, given by Mr.
Erimage and miyself, possibly lion, mem-
bers, not being used to mining phrases
in reports, did not follow me, or I was
not able to make myself clear. But
there was no difference in the informa-
tion given by the hon. member and that
given by myself. We were simply speak-
ing from different points of view. What
I said was that there was a shaft down
to 100 feet and the average crushing bad
been somnething like 20 ounces, and then
T said that another shaft was down 60
feet, and that there was a lot of cross-
cutting- in this shaft, but that this was
riot the shaft they were working, though
in it they had ore blocked out to the ex-
tent of 14,000 tons, worth about £7 a
ton. I was speaking of two different
parts of the mine.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: It is very valu-
able ore.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes,
I wish I bad a smaller reef worth half
of it. There is no inconsistency if we
take Mr. Richard Hamilton's report,
which I have already read, where lie
states-

The ore being obtained is marvel-
lously rich and these shafts show at
least 00 feet of ore in the different
veins, all of them being high grade at
the deepest pqint, namely, 100 feet
below the surface. It would be very
safe to say that the ore at present is

anything from 10 ounces to 30 indices
in value for a width of 20 feet.

Now the ore I referred to was outside
this. I spoke of 14,000 tons of ore worth
£7 a ton, quite apart from what Mr.
Hamilton referred to in these remarks.
I just mention this to clear hon. members'
minds on the point.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Silting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

BILL-ABORIGJNES ACT AMWEND-
AIENT.

In Committee.
Resumed from the previous day; lion.

'W. Kingsrnill in the Chair.
Clause 4-Amendment of Section 10:
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Ex-

ception was taken to extending the area,
beyond 2,000 acres, that might be pro-
claimed as art aborigines' reserve, and
he (the Minister) then stated that it was
only intended to extend the area on
Crown lands. However, to overcome the
doubt he had framed an amendment.
lie moved-

That the following words be added
at the end of the clause: 'land insert in
lieu thereof the words provided that
not more than 2,000 acres of land held
under lease or license from the Crown
shall be made the subject of proclama-
tion hereunder in an1y one magisterial
district."
Amendment passed; the clause as

agreed to.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with an amendment.

BILL-LICENSinG.
Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. fl. Connolly) in moving the second
reading said: The task I have this even-
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ing is to introduce to this House a Bill
to consolidate and amend the law relating
to tbe liquor traffic of this Stale. Un-
doubtedly this is aproblemn, the success-
ful solution of wvhich presents the great-
est difficulties. and the successful solu-
tion of which is essential undoubtedly to
the well-being of any country both physi-
cally and morally. Whether we believe
in drink to at moderate extent, or whether
we believe one should not drink at all,
we are all agreed as to the necessity for
having a strict law to eonirol the drink
traffic, and also whether we are moderate
drinkers or whether we do not believe in
drink at all, I think we are all agreed in
the fairness that the vested interests
which have heen built upl tinder this trade
should have due protection, while not
forgetting at the same lime what is due
to the community at large. I do not in-
tend to weary lion. members with a long
address on thie liqluor question this even-
ing, especially as this Bill was introduced
by my colleague, the Attornecy General

Qvho administers the Act), in another
p iace last session. when hie made at very
leng.thyv and able speech and fully went
into the pros and cons of this trade;
therefore, this evening I shall as briefly as
possible describe as fully as I am able
the main proviisions underlying thiis Bill.
1 will draw particular attention to those
lparts of the Bill which are n alteration
of the present law: I will not go through
the Bill as a whole, that is, where the law
as at present is not materially altered. It
is a Hill in that respect that can lie dealt
with better in Committee. The first ques-
lion no doubt members will ask is, what is
the fundamentail principle underlying this
Bill. The fundamental principle is this,
it gives unmiistakenble expression for the
first time in Western Australia to 'lie
will of the people on this question, that
is, that the derision wvill rest with them
as to license., or no-licenses, reduction, in-
crease, or abolition of lublic-honses. Hon.
members are no doubt aware that the Goy-
erment a little over 12 months ago sent
Mfr. Carson of Perth as a Commissioner
to visit the Easterin States andi New Zea-
l.and. That gentleman furnished a very
able and instructive report on the liquor

question generally, and on the laws a'
they exist for regulating this traffic in the
countries I have mentioned. Then, again,
this Bill has beeni before Parliament two
sessions, and it has been discussed pretty
fully' in another place. The Bill certainly
has beeni considerably amended from what
it was when initroduced in another place.
and I took the precaution just after the
last adjournment to have a copy of the
Bill posted to each member as it is now
presented to the House. That has afforded
members an opportunity of studying the
(question, and after reading the Bill and
the vecry able report I have already re-
ferred to by 'Mr. Carson, they will have a
very lair- idea of what the Bill contains
and of the question g-enerally. As before
stated. the Bill is a consolidating and
amending law relating to the sale of
liquor. Teni Acts are repealed by the Bill
before the House, including the latest, the
Act of 1909, whereby the granting of new
licenses "'as suspended pending the con-
sideration by Parliament of the principl
of local option. Subject to the powers
contained iii the Bill no public-hiouse
license could be granted to any place
where no licensed premises existed unless
they were oulside a radius of 15 miles
from the nearest licensed premises. True,
there is a provision in that Act whereby
the Governor-i-Council has power to
allow a license to he granted for a place
springpiug suddenly into existence, but
that power has not been exercised by the
Governor-in-Council as no sufficieint case
has comle forward. There were a good
many applications under that provision
of the Act, but seeing that this Bill was
before Parliament it was not deemed rea-
sonable to grant permission. There was
an instance in the case which we were
discussing this afternoon of the gold-
field at Bullfinch, which might furnish ant
instance where permission might be
granted tinder the Act of 1909. As I
have stated. the main p~rincip~le of the
Bill is the introduction for the first time
in Western Australia of local option. It
is proposed by the Bill to take a loeal
option poll as soon as possible after the
commencement of this *Act on a date to
lie fixed by the Governor, also following
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that on every third year thereafter; but
-and this is a very important point-
until the poii on the 31st December, 1920,
ihat is, 10 years--

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: We shall
all be dead by then.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
hope not. The only question to be sub-
mitted to the electors is whether the num-
ber of existing licenses in a district shall
continue or be increased, but there will he
ito vote taken for abolition. The first
part of the Bill we come to is that of
licensing districts, beginning at Clause 7.
The licensing districts which are created
under the Bill will be as far as possible
co-terminus with the Assembly electoral
districts, subject to a power to amalga-
mnate two or more districts or to divide
any one district, the intention being that
the local option rote and also the election
or' memhers of the court shall be taken
on the Legislative Assembly rolls existing
for the time being. The local option poll
and the election Of the two elective mem-
hers of the court will be taken on the
same day but not on the same date as the
-reueral election for the Leirislative As-
scmhbly. It was held that it was wise,
having in mnd the experience of other
countries, not to have a local option poll
on the same day as the general election,
because it would confuse the issues. But
it is fixed in the first place that it shall
take place not later than April, 1911, and
in April of every third year thereafter.
The Bill provides in Clause S that there
shall be a licensing court for each district
constitnted of a chairman tand two elec-
tive members. The chairman shall be
appointed from time to time by the Gov-
ernor and shall be a resident or police
magistrate. The elected members must
be -male persons entitled to vote for the
Assembly electorate and must be resident
in the district. Certain perons are dis-
qualified as set forth in Clause 9, includ-
ing those interested in the manufacture
or sale of liquor or in any premises
licenased or proposed to be licensed, or
directly pecuniarily interested in the sale
of liquor. So far as the licensing courts
are concerned, when the Bill was intro-
duced in another place it provided for

a nominated court. Ali amendment was
made in another place, however, pro-
ridingr for two elective members. The
policy of having partially elective courts
has been urged with some force, and it
has been said that it is a wrong- principle
to allow any judicial body to be elected.
I1 certainly will not deny that to a certain
e-Neteut a licensing court is a judicial body,
and, speaking for myself personally, 1
may say that the policy of electing a
judicial hody does not appeal to me. On
the other hand it might be argued with
great force that there are so many matters
which the court has to decide, and which
are lef t absolutely to its discretion, that
it cannot in any sense be argned that the
licensing court is a judicial body.
aHon. J. W. Kirwan. Why not call it
alicensing bor nthat ease? That

would remove one of the objections-

The COLONIAL SECETARY -I
certainly would not mind calling it a
licensing board, for it does not sound very
well to have an elective body called a
court. This bill was introduced by the
Government of course, in another place,
but as was stated there, it is not in any
sense a party Bill, and I hope we shall
treat the matter in the same sense in this
Chamber, as indeed we always do treat
all measures. What I mean is that I do
not look upon this so much as a Gov-
ernment measure as I do ordinary meas-
ures, but I appeal to the House to con-
sider every clause by itself so that we may
come to a proper decision on this import-
ant issue. It is provided that the elective
members of the court shall bold office for
three years and he eligible for re-election.
As I have already said the first election
will be held at the beginning- of 1912, and
not later than the month of April. Ap-
plication to the court as set forth in,
Clause 10 is determined by the majority
of membersi Two members of the court
mar form a quorum, but it is provided
that should there be a disagreement when
only two members are present the pro-
ceedings before the court shall be ad-
journed until the three members are pre-
sent. I might mention that the elective
court is not altogether a new principle. It
is in force in New Zealand, T think, but I
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do not kno'voof any other country where
there is an elective court. At any rate,
we have that precedent, although the
court there consists of five members, and
is therefore a much bigger body than ouirs.
It is provided that the court shall hold
quarterly sittings with power to bold
special meetings on days to be appointed
by the court. Part 4 beginning at Clause
2S provides for the licenses to be issued
tinder this Hill and for the puirposes; of
the sale and supply of -liquor, 13 licenses
are prescribed. If members will look
at the list contained in Clause 219 they
wvill see that although hotel licenses ap-
pear in the list there is a proviso in
Clause 30 that no hotel license shall be
issued excelpt to premises licensed as a
hotel at the conmnencement of this Act.
That means that there will be no further
issue of hotel licenses. I do not know
whether there are many hotel licenses in
existence.

Member: There is only one in tile State.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Some

years ago there used to be a g-reat number,
but probably they have been converted
into p~ublicans' eneral Licenses. Anstra-
lion wvine and beer licenses, theatre re-
freshment roomn licenses, and gallon licen-
ses are gone, but I propose to move in
amendment in Committee einabling the
existing Australian wine arid beer licenses
to be renewed; in other words, conferring
the same privileges on the holders of wine
and beer licenses as are conferred on the
holders of existing general publicans'
licenses.

Hon. J. T. Olowvrey: But make them
subject to a local option poll.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes.
It is considered unjust to deprive these
people of their licenses without the maine
-notice as wye g ive to the holders of a
general publican's or hotel license. These
people have had to build certain accommo-
dation before they were granted their
wine and beer licenses, and therefore if
the amendment is carried they will be
pitt in exactly the same position as the
holder of a general publican's license.

Hon. B. C. O'Brien: But they have not
line sme conditions to comply with as the
holder of a general publican's license.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : No,
but at the same time, their little is as much
to them as the bigger sum is to the general
publican, and if it is right in the one
instance, then 1 think it is right iii tine
other.

lion. B. C. O'Brien: They have no ac-
vortruodation; they are simply drinking;
houses.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: How-
ever. 1 will submit an amiendment to the
House and I trust that it will receive
careful consideration. Each wine and
beer license will he subject to the local
option poll in the same way as a general
publican's license, so that it may be ter-
minated in the same way.

Hotn. Sir E. H. Wittenoo'n: Af lt
1920!?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes,
bit subject to the same poll. It will also
be observed that the gallon license, or as
it is commonly known, the grocer's license,
has gone, but that the two-gallon license
still remains. The law at present provides
gallon and two-gallon licenses. The two-
gallon license was provided in 19W12 in view
of tine Com~monwvealth Beer Excise Act
passed in 1901. which enacted that
brewers cotuld not hold a license to sell
beer in less quantities than two gallons.
It was necessary then to pass a two-gal-
Ion license in order to conform with the
Commonwealth excise law. The effect,
therefore, of repealing the gallon license
is that grfocers wvill in ftutre he com-
pelled to take out a twvo-gallon license,
so that the minimium quantity which a
grocer will be able to sell is a dozen bot-
tles instead of six. Division 3 on page
15 provides that no0 new licenses, to which
the provisions of local option apply,
shall be granted tuntil a resolution is car-
tied that tire number of licenses may be
increased. At the same time it preserves
to the members of the court the tight to
grant or refuse any particular applica-
tion. Division 4 of the same part of
the Hill. deailing with the procedure in
re-a rd to aipplicabions, does not call for
any particular comment, with perhaps the
exception of (Clause 46i which requires the
applicant for a new general publicans'
license to offer a premium. That is a
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provision 1 can s:carcely give much ex-
planation of. It was inserted in another
place, and it simply provides that the
appliclants shll offer a premium. which is
to be paid to the Treasurer in the event
of' the appilicationl being gr-anted. This
seenis to me to be rather a pious wish that
tilie licensing bench will take this into
consideration and add a little more to the
Treasutry.

Hon. W. Kiugsinill: I think that the
'ri-easiiie- most have put that in.

The ('OlA)MAL SECRETARY: I do
not lhiow ahout that, but it is certainly
inl favour of the Treasurer if the bench
wvill look at it inl the somne way as lie does.
However it is for the bench to say which
license shall be granted, whether the apl-
plicallt offers a pireium or not.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoomn : Tt is prac-
tically calling for tenders.

The ('OLONL\ SECRETARY: Not
exaetlyV.tIhe benchl is; inl no way bound to
consider thle premiums. but itf all the
applicaints are equal. tile bench may grant
the license to thle man into is prepared
to pay something for it. Of course, dii'-
fet-ent coulrts may take different views.

Hon. W, TKin-smill: The worse the
manl's, character the larger the premium.

The COLONITAL SECRETARY: T
s-uppose- so.

Hon. A. G. Jenkins: I see that Austra-
tin -wine and beer licenses are gvoing- to
be g-ranted.

The COLO'NIAL SECRWPARY: I
think the lion. member must be reading
from a Bill whichl has not been re-
drafted; a numbner of consequential
amendments hadl to be mnade. Under
Division 5 existin z licenses will be re-
niewable as a riizht in the absence of a
sustained ohbjectioui. but thle renewal of
a1 new license (subject oni ,v to tile local
option proceellilng s) is placed in rthe ab-
solute dhscretioll of tilie Court, This is
ai very iniportant alteration in the Bill.
Previously the renewal of a license was
dependent uponi lie behiaviour of the
lircuisee; in future ever v license will be

tithe discretion of the court. and a
pitblicait will gelv his new license fromn
yvar 1No yea ur. I ih t drnai special ait-
Iiotionl o Clanse 54. which provides im-

jiortanit amendments for the better pro-
tet-lion of (lie owner of licensed premises
i the event of a licensee committing a

breach. ot- becoming bankrupt, etcetera.
1)ivision 8 re-enacts the existing law re-
lating- to p)rovisional certificates. Provi-
sion is made in Clause 66 for the protec-
tion of owners of licensed premises in the
event of default bw'N~ thle tenant inl due
payment of license fees;. It will also be
noticed that the fees for a Wayside
Houlse licenuse have been increased, from
£10 to £15-. for a, Spit-it Mer01chnti a i-
cense frow C5 to £15, for two-gallon
licenses from ,Mtt to £15, and the fees
for transfer or removal of publicans'
genera] licensesi from £2 to 1;5. The
priincipal padt of thle Bill, and thle main
Objeet for inltr-oducing it, is local Option.
This is dealt with ini Parr 53, which places
tile control of all futuire licenses in the
hands of (lie people. but, as before men-
tionedl, until 31st Decembjer. 1920, thbe
ouniv icesolutions to be submitted are: (a)
number of licenses existing in district
continue; (b) number of livenses in a
district lbe inceased, An elector' Will
vote for only one of such resoluitions and
either is carried b 'v a majority of votes.
The vote is to be taken onl or before
April. l9ll, and then in the month of
April every three y-ears after. The
reason, of course, is obvious, why no vote
is taken before 1920; this is provided in
lien (if compensation, and giving them 10
years' notice will be in lieu of money
compensation. The holder of anil hotel
license, and a general publican 's license.
will then be giv-en 141 years' notice that
they will be subject to the resuilt of a
local option poll so that they will know
at tile end of 10 years that no compensa-
tion will be paid. I wvould point out
betrc that they really get 12 years' notice
because it is provided that a poii shall
ho taken every three years in the nionth
(of April. If lion, members will count it
up they will find that, if a poll takes
place in 1917. and another rakes, place in
1920, the next poll ivill not take place
until April. 1923. so that there wvill be
praericall' 12 years as the Bill stands
lit presenit. I think it is admited by
holl. in enue rs thuat c-on iplensaioil Shouldl
be i-iven. eithier by moneyv or by. time.
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Mouey compensation was included in this
Bill when it was first introduced in an-
other place, and it was provided that all
holders of' existing licenses should pay
a certain percentage into a fund from
which compensation might be paid to any
hotel that might be closed before the
expirahion of 10 years. That, however,
wias struck out in atiother place ; it comes
to this House now without any money
compensation whatever. Ten *years, of
course. nany seem a long time, at the
same lime we have to remember that
there are vested interests, anti it would
be manifestly unfair toi deprive people
of those interests without giving amiple
notice. After all, 10 years will pass
quickly enough. We have only to look
back to find that a Bill was introduced
hr a former Government in 1905 provid-
imug for local option, and if that had beeni
passed there would now remain only five
years to go. It has been the general
rule to give either compensation by
money or time in all the other States.
In Victoria thie W'hole of the local option
Provisions are postponed until 1017,
which means 10 years' grace, as the Act
was not passed until 1906. In the mnean-
time a License Reduction Board is con-
stituted with power to reduce the exist-
ing number of licenses exceeding the
statutory limit, subject to compensation.
After 1920 a vote on the reduction ques-
tion can take place.

Hon. D. G. Gawler: Reduction or in-
crease.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes.
Hon. 3'. W. Langsford: Increases can

take place at once.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY:

Effect must be given by -the court to the
vote by classification of licensed premi-
ses and a proportionate reduction, as
provided in Clause 79; that is to say,
if there is a reduction vote carried the
court will not. have a free band to re-
duce as much as they like, but it will
have to he guided by the terms as set
forth in Clause 79. The two questions
also submitted to the electors, in addi-
tion to the resolutions, are set out in Sub-
clause 4 of Clause 76 . and they are as
follows:-''Do you vote that all new
p'iblieans' general licenses in the dis-

trict shall be held by the State?" and
"Are you in favour of State manage-
men( throughout the district?"' That is
an important alter-ation in our present
law. I would point out that if the reso-
laltioin that the number of licenses be in-
creased is carried, the ourt, in its dig-
cretion, uayv increase the number of
liceinses in the district by granting new
liceises. but it is csential that any ap-
plication for a license shall be sup-
po~rted by% a petition witi n, request that
die license be g-ranted within an area to
be stated. That is to say that if a v'ote
is ini favour of inevease, notwithstanding
hlint, each application before the Court
has to he supported by a majority of the
adult people living in that particular
district.

Hon. W. Kingamill: Within, a certain
radius.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
does not lay down the radius: that is
for the court to decide. Probably the
court will indicate the district, it would
he manifestly impossible to fix the dis-
trict in the Act because in some instan-
ces a radiuts of 100 yards would be suffi-
cient, while iii other cases it would re-
qunire a radius of five or six miles. Tf
on the question "D~o you rote that all
new publicans' general licenses in the
district shall be held by the Starel"
a1 manjority of the votes is given
iii the affirmative, no general license
may be granted except for a State
hotel. It may be pointed out that
the quest ion of an increase is not
submitted to referendumn in New South
Wales, but in that State the increase inr
the number of licenses can only he
granted on a petition signed by a major-
ity of the adult residents within a radius
of one mile of the premises proposed to
he licensed. If it is carried there will be
no immediate effect given to the affirma-
tive answer; it will be left for Parlia-
inent to take whatever action it think,-
necessary. If this vote is carried by a
big majority, or is carried by more than
one local option poll, Parliament will un-
doubt edly accede to the wishes of the
people. After 1920, two further resolu-
tions will be submitted, namely (c) that
time number of licenses in the district be
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reduced, and! (d) that no new licenses he
granted or renewved in this district. Re-
solution (c) i carried by a majority in
the number of votes given, but three-
fifths of the number of the votes given
is required to carry resolution (d). If the
resolution is not carried. Ihe votes in its
favour are added to the reduction vote
of resolution (e) . -No license'' will not
be carried unless 30 per cent, at least of
the electors in the district have voted on
the resolution. On resolution (d) being
carried, it has effect from the expiration
of tile year in which the vote was taken.
There is a safeguard put in which is also
provided in other counitries, that there is
to be a certain majority and at least 30
per cent, of the electors will have to poll
on the "'No License'' resoltution. Then,
when the ''No License'' resolution is
carried in ally district, the resolution to
be submitted in that district at the next
triennial ballot is resolution (e), set
forth in Clause 76. naiuely, that licenses
he restored in the district. That w'ill be
three 'eats afterwards, If resolution (e)
is not carried resolution (d) will con-
tinue in force. Bitt if resolution (e) is
carried licenses may be granted and re-
newved. Clause 82 relates to landlord anid
tenant. With regard to all premises de-
p~rived1 of a license, in pursuance of a re-
duiction or no-license vote. provision is
tmade to enable the landlord to determine
tine lease where tinder the classification
the premises fall within paragraph (a)
of Suibclause 2 of Clause 79. That is to
soy where there may have beein within
three years several convictions against
the licensee for offences agaitnst the Act.
The clause goes on "nany other case
the lessee may within three months after
the license ceases to be in force (1) de-
termine the lease or surrender to the
lessor, or (2) give to the lessor written
nolice that lie desires to have the rent
oif the premises fixed 1)y arbitration.''
Part 6 of the Bill deals with State hotels.
to which I have already referred. Tf the
resoluttion is carried at anyi local op1 tionl
.as I have mentioned, it is itf obligatory
on the part of the State to establish a1
hotel, but at the same time application
may be made -by the 'Minister, through
somne agent, for such license. bitt this li-

cense, that is the State license, can only
be obtained from the Licensing Bench
with exactly the same restrictions that
are provided with the ordinary licensee.
But at the same time it does not follow
that if this resolution is carried there will
be State hotels, for Parliament will
have to decide whether State hotels shall
be established in thie particular districts.
I~t has been argued that the proper solu-
tion of the drink traffic is State control.
People who believe in this may, after
1920, vote that the State should own all
licenses. It -will then be for Parliament
to give effect to that resolution if they
think the principle is a right one.

Hon. J. W. Hackett: If the local
option poll is in favour of more licenses
van the beach refuse to acknowledge it?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes;
it is within the discretion of the bench.
Bitt in regard to a reduction the beach
will be tied, to a certain extent, for they
can only reduce the licenses to a limited
deg-ree.

Hon. J. AV. Hackett: But I am talking
of increases. C'an the will of the people
be flouted in this regrard?

The COLO'NIAL SECRETARY: Each
applicant is left to the bench, and the
bench can grant the license or not as they
think fit.

Hon. J. W. Hackett: They can over-
rule the people?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes;
to the extent that they can deal with each
applicant. Now, Part VIT. deals with the
duties and liabilities of licensees. For
the main part these provisions are con-
solidating the existing law. Attention
my be directed to the matters dealt with
in Clauses 90, 91, and 92. namely, sani-
tary, matters and the enlargement of pre-
mises. These are new provisions to
which I draw the attention of lion. melD-
hers. Clause 96 is also an important
alteration. It prvie that hotels may
remain open until 11.30 p.m. instead of 11
o'clock. but no licensee is compelled to
supply liquor after 10 p.m. or before 6
a.m.

Ron. 3. W. Hackett: Why hans the
period of opening been lengthened?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:I
have already explained that the Bill was
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dealt with by another place as a whole.
It is not a Government measure, and this
is the Bill as we have received it from
another Chamber.

Hon. A. G. Jenkins: But this was the
original proposal.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No;
it was introduced as 11 p.m.

Hou. J. W. Hackett: Which do the
Government approve now?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
Government have no keen desire on any
details. This is a Bill with the object of
dealing with the liquor problem and it was
treated purely as a non-party question in
another place. It is a point about which
I do not think any great number of per-
sons are of the same mind.

Hon. J. W. Hackett: The divisions in
another place do not show that it was
treated as a non-party question.

Hon. A. G. Jenidna: What is a bona
fide traveller? I see it is mentioned here
in Clause 96, but I cannot find it any-
where else.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
bona tide traveller has gone; he is a thing
of the past. I was just going to show that
under Clause 97 -the sale of liquor on
Sundays, Good Fridays, and Chr-istmas
Day is absolutely prohibited, even in the
case of travellers.

Boll. W. Kinganijll: You are not ex-
pressing ally opinion on that point.

Hon. 31. 'M. Drew: What about boats
onl the river, and clubs?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : I
will come to clubs directly. Under Clause
111 it will be noticed the bona fide travel-
lers who, in the past, according to publi-
cans, created a good deal of trouble, have
I'een wiped out.

Hfon. J. W. Hackett: Do the Govern-
mnent stand byv the Bill as introduced
here?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Not
particularly.

Hon. J. W. Hackett: Are you going to
move any amendments?9

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes.
Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: But you

deal with bone fide travellers at the end
of? Clause 96.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That
has apparently been overlooked. Certan
amendments made in another p~lace neces-
sita ted a great number of consequential
amendments and, apparently, this refer-
ence to bona fide travellers has been over-
looked: it should have been consequenti-
ally amended. All these matters I have
mentioned are new provisions; for the rest
they* woldd take too long to deal with on
the second reading and can more easily be
dealt wvith in Committee. Part .\'II..
deals with tile registration of elubs. It
is nut proposed, as in some of the East-
ern States, that clubs shall come under the
local option provisions. Under the Bill the
clubs are unaffected by any such resolution.
If clubs are not to be subject to local option
then certainly the granting of their per-
nuts mnust he made stricter than in the
piast; otherwise we would have local op-
tioiu provided iii one case and no extra
precautions in the other. That is one rea-
son for making the restrictions on clubs
much greater than they are at present.

Hon. D. G-. Gawler: Does not the defi-
n1ition in the Bill cut out certain existing-
clubs?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I do
not know about that. This p)art of the
Bill, the whole of Fart VIII., substanti-
ally reproduces thle provisions of the Acts
of New South Wales, Victoria, and South
Australia.

Lon. IV. Kingsruill: Not altogether.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No;

becnause they are subject, in some instun-
ces, to local option. It also reproduces,
to a great extent, the Imperial Act of
1902. The only substantial alteratious
from the legislation of New South Wales
and Victoria are the clauses relating to
honorary members and strangers. There
is there a very big alteration. All other
provisions have been sug-rested by local
experience. The annual fee for registrs-
tion is charged by way of percentage on
liquor purchased for the clubs, as in Vic-
toria. In New South Wales the annual
fee is fixed.

Hon. J. T. Glowrey: Will the 'Minister
explain parar-rapli (g) of Clause 1419

The COLONIAL SECRiETARY : I
will ghe any explanation I can. It is a
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very lengthy Bill, and if I went into every
detail onl the second reading I would prob-
ably only weary hon. members without
conveying much information. I think
small matters of detail can be better dealt
with in Committee.

Hon. J. AV. Hackett: But these are all
esential innovations in our existing law.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes,
I was explaining these, but the hon. ruem-
,her was not in the Chamber at the time.

Hon, j. W. Hackett: 'fell us about
paragraph (g) of Clause 141 ; it is all
newi to us.

Thle COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
subelause referred to is already in the
existing law. There are certain altera-
tions taken fromn the legislation of the
Eastern States anid the Imperial Act, but
the part 5ubstantially reproduces the
provisions existing in New South WVale.;
anid Victoria, the main alterations being
those relating to honorary members and
strangers. In the past. it goes without
saying-. there has been a number of boguis
clubs in Western Australia, and I think
if one purl of thle liquor law requires
nmendintr more than another it is cer-
tainly that relating to clubs,. I am pre-
pared to admit that very substantial
amendments have been made in the law
relating to clubs. I hare mentioned the
main alterations that occur to me, but it
must he remembered that we have to
legislate for the bogus club. It is not the
bona fide club, bnt the bogus club we have
to legislate for, anid in doing that it is
possible to inflict an injustice onl the
hona fle club. The restrictions are prin-
cipally in the part I refer to, namely,
that relating to strangers and honorary
members. I think it is in that direction
in the past that club licenses have been
most abused.

Hon. W. Wringsmill: But the court has
not been bound to register any club.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
couirt has not been bound to register any
club, but in the past they did get
registration. I am rather inclined to
think with the hon. member that the di-
Iiculty mnay he got over by looking to
the registration. If that is so, when in
Committee I will be very pleased to take

amendments in that direction. So long
as we can guard against the bogus club-

Hon. W. Kingsmill: You can guard
against the bogus club by having a good
court.

The COLONIALj SECRETARY:
That is so. As I have said, the law as
laid down in the Bill is decidedly stricter
in reg-ard to clubs than it is in the Eastern
States; and let me say that the law in
Victoria, and I think also in New South
Wales, has been considerably altered
and made much more stringent within the
last two or three years. We are going
beyond that, again, and making it still
stricter. At the same time, these clubs
are there subject to the local option poll,
which is not provided for in the Bill.
The provisions relating to the admission
of strangers and honorary members are
very stringent anid, personally, I am of
opinion they can be considerably modi-
fied; but, as I have already stated, it
must not he lost sight of that we are le-
gislating for thre bogus club. Part IX.
substantially reproduces the existing law
in regard to the inspection of licensed
premises anid the adulteration of liquor.
The provisions as to the adulteration of
liquor are reproduced in the main from
the existing Act, but penalties for keep-
ing or supplying such liquor are extended
to owners of vineyards, who are given
certain powers of selling without a li-
cense. All miscellaneous provisions are
dealt with in Part IT., and I do not know
that they call for particular comment.
rrhese are the main provisions contained
in the Bill. As I mentioned in my open-
ing, remarks, this Bill is one that leads
itself to a great amount of discussion.
It is not in any sense a Government or
party measure. Members of the Chamber
are imbued. I think, with the same
idea the Government have, of putting
a law on the statute--book that will not
inflict any undue hardship on anyone
concerned in the trade, but at the same
time will regulate a difficult trade.
I need not say any more on the
second reading, because this is particu-
larly a Bill for Committee discussion. I
have not gone into thle principle of local
reform, as it was fully dealt with by the
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Attorney General, and I thought it un-
necessary to worry members with it. I
have touched on the main alterations in
the measure and have drawn the attention
oif lhon, members to anything to which I
thought attention should be drawn. I ask
hon. members to give the Bill their
closest attention, so that if possible, after
having had this Bill talked of for so
miany years, now it has reached this stage
we may make it as perfect a measure as
possible. I move-

TChat the Bill be ;Iow~ read a second
time.

Honl. J. AV. 1LANGSFORD (Metro-
politan-Stihurbaii) :I have one or two

remarks to offer onl the second reading
(if this measure. In the first place I
would like to say it introduces us to the
thorny path of liquor reform which is
strewn with the wrecks of Governments,
reputations, Ministries, etcetera. I do
not know whether this measure will have
any of these effects on our present M1inis-
try, sincerely hope that it wvill not. I
hope that after it has been dealt with in
this House the Miniistry wvill come out
with enhanced reputations. But it is a
field that has tested the wisdom of some
of the greatest statesmen. It calls for
the greatest diligence and to be treated
.sympathetically by' members of the ('ham-
her. We need to bring to hear the prae-
tical sagacity which I am convinced is
embodied in members of this Chamber.
and I would like to ask that we should
all endeavour to bring to bear upon it an
earnest enthusiasm for the highest wel-
fare of the people, as we conceive it to
fie in our- best and highest judgment.
Arguments are uinessary aS to the wis-
doam of -bringing the liquor interests
under strong control. We all recog-nise
the vast initerests and the great inflin-
eice they hold. There is a danger that
if they are left uniramnelled and uncon-
trolled they will control the State: and t
take it lt be one of the objects of the
Bill lt hold a wvise and reasonable co(n-
trol over the liquor trade. We need not
furnish statistics, because somebody' has
said that statistics can be made to fur-
nish any* thing. In order to furnish this
control we are at present endeavouring

ro deal with the question from a Parlia-
mentary or legislative point of view; and
although there are many people who bold
that if an Act of Parliament is only
passed, the habits of a people for hun-
dreds of years can be suddenly altered,
I hold no such opinion. Mly judgment
of anl Act of Parliament in altering the
habits of the people does not rise nearly
as high in that direction as the judgmient
of some people. I look more upon the
economical aspect of this matter in order
to obtain, shiall I say, sober people or a
sober nation. It is from the economical
point of view rather than from the Iegis-
lative point of view that we will attain
this. lit the race of nations for supre-
macy I think we can hope for most in
this direction. I believe thal the great ad-
vance that has taken place in leg-,islation
in America onl this subject is prompted
very largely by economical considerations.
The fact that they mean to get in front
of other nations if possible. is promphinz
them to become sober in their habits, and
I think that aspect must alwaysvi have
great influence on any people. Thne Pill
provides a fuller measure of control by
the People. and we have the experience
of some of the Eastern States and of
New Zealand to guide us in this directioni.
Al thg ngh one must confess that tine in-
formation one receives and the statistics
mOie obtains aie most disconcerting, anid
conflietin, however. I think there ison
outstanding, fact that under the local op-
tion provisions, take New Zealand, for
instance. the vote in favour (if reduction
and no-license is constantly' increasing.

Hon. .1. T. Olowrey: So is the sale of
liquor.

Hon. J1. AN. LANOSPORD: That may
he so, but in spite of the sale of liquor.
in spite of the knowledge they have that
there are g-rog shops, and that there is
illicit selling of liquors. the vote in favour
of no-licenise is constantly' increasing.
An other 011sta ndintrL fact is that the
crimle sMahisti-s ini the districts where no
licenses exist lia-e been considerably re-
duced : and llme~e are statistics that are
furnished. not by temnperance advocates,
but by the police authorities. The mea-
surte before t provides an element of
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local option, not as fall as some peolple
might like. but still a step in that diree-
tion. It Provides also for partly elected
licensing, benchies. This is an experi-
ment. Although the RWl provides that it
is left to the discretion of the licensing
bench as to the granting of licenses, I
imagine that after a local option poii has
been taken the bench must follow the poll,
whether it be in favour of a reduction or
of an increase of licenses.

Hon. J. WV. Hackett: Does it say sot ill
the Bill?

Hon. 3. WV. LANGSFORDI: I think
it is on the surface of the Hill that if the
people declare for an increase of licenses
the bench must within reasonable limits
giant this increase, though they will have
absolute discretion to say where the
licenses shall be granted, the neighbour-
hoods in which they shall be granted;
but no bench will go beyond the vote of
the people in this matter. I cannot con-
cive a licensing bench going be 'yond the
vote in the matter, either on the question
of ant increase or on the question of a
decrease. Although the bench will have
discretion as to the localit v in the elec-
toral district, and as to the men in t he
licensing district, q., to the granting of
licenses or as to reduction, thie intenation
is-and I read it so-that the bench must
follow the will of the people.

The Colonial Secretary: They may take
a very long time to do it.

Hon. J. W. LANOSPORD: Then they
will be dealt with by the people at the
election. Local option polls are pre-
ceded by a petition. This is the p)ratice
clsewlher. aithoig F notice in South
Australia the ntumber of those who have
to sign a petition is ton per cent. or 500,
whichever is the smaller number. In some
of the electorates of South Australia they
have 14.000 and 15,000 electors, but 'they
onl 'y reqnim- that .500 shall sign a petitioni
to have a local option poll.

Hon. W. Patrick: But their districts
are smaller.

Hon. J. .W. LANOSFORD: Their dis-
Iriets are very much larger thani they are
here. I think it is an amendment we
might make in our Bill. The first poll
for [lhe reduction of hotels will take place

in 1020, or, as the Minister points out,
1922 or 1923. That is a vastly different
prop~osal to the lproposal that was made
by the Government in introducing the
Bill. The first poll then was to be taken
in 1914.

The Colonial Secretary: Yes, but there
was money compensation provided for.
It makes all the (differeace.

Ron. 3. W. LAXGSFORD: Exactly,
but it means that at the first poll there
will be no reduction. I imagi-ne the
people will not be educated in the way of
voting in favonr of reduction or no-
license until about 1923, and the trade
must consider that most generous. It
must have been entirely unexpected. I
was not opposed to the proposal the Gov-
ernmjent made in the Bill when it was
first introduced to the Assembly. The
measure also provides for a 30 per cent.
poll and a three-fifthis majority, which
of course makes it exceedingly difficult.
We introduce the system here, not only of
counting v'otes. but of weighing them.
The Bill declares that the weight of 40
votes shall exceed the counting of 60
votes. We must provide against flu1ctU-
ations in this matter, but as no poll for
the reduction of licenses can take place
before 1920 or 1922, 1 hope that fuller con'-
sideration will modify these quantities;
because it is certain that these measures
will be coming before us for improve-
ment as we find they need it in the way
of working uinder them. The Bill also
provides that the State may obtain the
will of the peeoiple as to whether the
State shall ]told lieenses or not. In the
matter of Sunday trading, I understand
that is made in the interests of the licen-
see, and no further Sunday trading is to
be allowed. I understand a deputation
waited on tile Premier and asked that
the interests of the hotelkeepers should
be considered. They were not obliged to
stay at hotels% all day long on Sunday.
and therefore this clause has been in-
serted. The more you restrict the facili-
ties, or rather the centres from which
liquor can be obtained, I think the better
police Supervision can be exercised over
these centres. The extension to 11.30
p.m. I think is quite unnecessary, and I
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shllI join lion, members in bringing the
time back tol 11 o'clock, which I think is
quite late enough. We have early clos-
ing in regard to most of the businesses
in Perth and in the country, and I think
11 c,'clock is ample time.

Hon. J1. T. Glowrev : Bitt you do not
go to theatres.

Hon. J. W. I4ANGSFORD: The lion.
iticinber does not know what I do, and
what I do not do. I shall do my best to
help place this measure oin the statute-
book. 1 am sure it will not satisfy every-
one. We have hadt, during the past few
months, a campaign against many pro-
visions of the Bill, conducted biy the
West Australian Temperance Union, and
T may say I am not a mnember of that
association. They have been termed fanr-
atics, but 1 knowv from my knowledge,
that these men, many of them, are en-
gaged day by day in dealing with the
wrecks that arise from over-indulgence
ini liquor, and my wonder is not that
sometimes they make over-rash state-
merits, but that they do not oftener do
so. confronted as they are day by dlay
with the evil effects of drink. After fill.
the greatest safeguard the State can
have is the placing in the hands of the
Colonial Secretary and the police force
:in Act to be wisely and firmly adininis-
ter'ed, not excessively far-reaching, but
in the interests of good government. I
hope that later on the Government will
see their way to establish-it does not
come tinder the Bill-an inebriates' re-
I ren t.

Hon. J. W. Hackettt Hear, hear.

Hon. W. Kingsimill:
tier- the Licensing Act.

Tlhat conmes an-

Halt. J. W. LANOSFORD: I am not
disposed to agree that those suffering from
the disease of liquor should be confined
in lunatic asylums, I think a separate in-
stitution should be established for them,
I hope at some date the Government will
see their way to do this. I have not any-
thing, further to say, but I support the
second reading.

Onl motion by Hon1. 1). G. Gawler de-
bal adjourned.

BILL-SOUTIIERN CROSS-BULL-
FINCH RAILWAY APPROPRIATION.

Received from the Legislative Assemt-
bly and( read a first time.

HILL--PERTH MUNICIPAL GAS
ANT) ELECTRIC LIGHTING.

Second Reading.
Tlhe COLONIAL SECRETARY (lion.

. 1). Connolly' ) in moving the second
reading said: This is a short Bill. but
a very important one soi far ats it relates
to, thre city of Perth and tile ratepayers
of the City. As the title indicates, it
authoriset; and provides a way of rais-
ilg money for the Perth city council
purchasing the Perth gas and electric
lighting works. The Perth Gas Company
was established in 1882. receiving certain
concessions for supplying the city of
Perth and districts with gas and electric
light. fin the Perth Gas Company's Act
provision was made in Section 50 enabling
the city of Perth at any time after the
31st December. 1006, to purchase all lands
,Ilid buildings belonging to the company
after giving six months' notice of their
intention to purchase. The same section
sets forthI that Ilite piurchase price shall
hie arrived at by mutuial agreement, or in
the event of failure to agree, any dispute
arising between the twit partijes as to the
purchase. the price shall be determined
by arbitration, In accord anlce with zthat
provisioni contained in the Perth Gas
Comnpariny's Act, onl the 15th June. 1908,
over' two years ago, the Perth city council
gyave not ice of their intention to the ex-
isting cofllpnt. On the 15th August
following, the coinined wrote to the comn-
pany sugrgestion a conference of the two
p~art ies. This conference was, ho wever,
declined by the company. At thie ex-
pi ration of the six months' notice, which
woold be in IDecember, 1.908, the Perth
city council again communicnated with the
repriesentative., iof tire comportanv. offeing
theml £15.8,868 for tle purchiase of the
lriopct t. The comipa Iv did niot ans wer
yen ot- nay with regard to tile price.
neither did they agree as to a conference.
but initiated a discussion as to the basis
Il which the council lad arrived at the
pr'ice. On lte 7th Janluar'y. 190.9. thle
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town clerk of Perth wrote to the comn-
paniy again asking for a definite reply
regarding the offer made. The company
replied that in order to ascertain the re-
spective rights of the ratepayers and the
company, and to avoid expense and delay
of premature arbitration, a writ had
been issued by them against the council
for the declaration of their rights. The
council advised the company that they
could Dot accept the procedure proposed
by the company and required that the
matter should be referred to arbitration.
On the 14th March, 1909, the company
applied to the court for an injunction
restraining the council from proceeding
to arbitration until after the trial,
which I have mentioned. This applica-
tion was dismissed by Mr. Justice Burn-
side in the Supreme Court, and the de-
cision was afterwards upheld by the Full
Court. Following on this the arbitra-
tors sat for .11 weeks takingR a vast
amount of evidence, and the arbitrators
did ,iot give a decision, for reasons which
I will explain later on1. The highest
valuation for the company, according to
evidence given before the arbitrators, was
£236,564, and the council's highest valna-
tion, which included 12112 per cent, for
engineering and architects' fees, wvas
£155, 682. After a large volume of evi-
dence had been taken, the question was
then raised as to whether they would de-
teramine the amount of purchase money
on the commercial or structural value of
the company's property. The real issue,
therefore, would be th actual value of
the plant and the property as it stood,
or whether they would have to pay for
the value of the concession granted by
law to the company for which the good-
will was claimed. These points havin~g
been raised, it was impossible for the
arbitrators to give a decision until the
court had given them instructions as to
the basis on whichi the valuation was to
be arrived at. The case was submitted
to the Supreme Court, and resulted in
favoar of the council. An appeal was
made to the Full Court, and the court
ruled as follows:

In determining the amount of pur-
chase money' the basis of calculation
should be merely the value of the land,

[021

buildings, hereditaments, lamps. pipes,
stock, and appurtenances regarded as
being in situ capable of earning a profit
and should not include the value of the
company's statutory powers and privi-
leges or the amount of profits that have
or can be earned by means of the said
property or the exercise of the said
powers and privileges in the company's
business of producing and selling gas
and electric current under the provi-
sions of the Perth Gas Company's Act
and amendments.

Therefore the decision of the Full Court
was in favour of the council. The corn-
pany had not paid anything for goodwill,
but the plant had to be valued. The com-
pany are still not satisfied with that de-
cision, and they are appealing to the
Privy Council. That decision cannot pos-
sibly he given this year as, I believe, the
case cannot come on before the middle of
next year. The City council, it seems to
me, have gone rather the wrong way about
the business. It would have been wiser,
I think, for the City council to have pre-
sented this Bill to Parliament before tak-
ing the proceedings they did, because until
the Bill is passed they have no lawful au-
thority to raise the money to carry out the
decision of the arbitrators; that is to say,
uinder the provisions of the Municipal In-
stitutions Act it does not give them enough
power to raise a sufficient sum of money
to carry out the purchase, and, conse-
quently, the Bill is now before the House
with that object. I say they should have
brought in this Bill, firstly, because if
Parliament in the first place refuse to
pass the Bill they will be unable to pro-
ceed; secondly, if the ratepayers, as they
will have the power under the Bill, give
an adverse vote all their trouble will have
heea for nothing, and they will he unable
to take over the Gas Company's plant.
However, they did not elect to move in that
way, and the Hill is now before the House
as hon. members see it. As I have already
mentioned, upon these negotiations the
City council has spent the sum of £4,000
principally in legal proceedings. The BiUl
is a simple one in some respects but it
makes some very important amendments,
so far as the City council are concerned,
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to the borrowing powers conferred by the
Municipal Corporations Act. They are
given very large borrowing powers under
this Bill, but for this sole put-pose only.
As I have already stated, it is impossible
under the Municipal Corporations Act of
3906 for the City council to raise a suffi-
dient sum of mioney to acquire this im-
portant public service. The amount pro-
iosed to be raised is not set- out in this
HBill, for the obvious reason that thle de-
-iqion of the Privy Council as to piaymient
for g-oodwill has not yet been given and

unil it is given it is fiuite impossible to
arrive at the amouiit which tile munici-
pality will have to pay. First of' all,
very liberal provision is made in (lie Bill
to enable ratepayers to object to the loan
being floated. That provision is not quite
the same as thle provision in the -Municipal
Corporations Act, but it is 'more liberal in
this respect, that when thle loan is an-
nounced a petitioni of twenty ratepayers
can demand a poll. Thle nmhinery for
having the poll is somewhat different to
that prescribed in the Act. Under the
Municipal Corporations Act only pro-
perty owners can vote in objection to a
loan, but a departure is made in this in-
stance in the direction of providing a
special roall Which will include all occul-
piers and owners of property within the
City area. There is no doubt pood reason
for adopting thle principle in connection
with ordinary municipal loans that only
owners shall vote, because it is provided
that a rate suffieient to earn interest and
sinking fund shall be levied, and a direct
charge is made on property. Therefore
it is a very proper provision in the Act
that only owners should vote in giving the
nmunicipality power to borrow. But this
proposed loan is entirely different, for the
reason that it is proposed by the munici-
pal council to take over a going- concern.
This goingo coneern is a highly profitable
one, and according, to the last balance-
sheet for the year ended 30th May last, it
showed a profit of 931.000. That profit
would fuLlly' provide for interest and sink-

NuzfnJ. Hon. members will also no-
tice that under the provisions of this Bill,
utnl~ke tile Municipal Institutions Act, it
is not obligatory on the corporation to
strike a rate sufficient to provide interest

and sinking fund. It is provided that
such interest and sinking fund shall he
paid out of the profits of the concern.
However, so long as the proft are as
large as they are at present, there need
be no rate. but it is provided that a rate
mnay be struck iii the event of the profits
not being large enough to provide interest
and sinking fund.

Ron. AN' Kingswill: The profits could
he a great (deal less and ;till provide in-
terest and sinking funid.

Thle COLON IAL M ECRETARY: Yes.
1' ilie conor-i] get it 01) thle terms they are
offering, the concern would pay more than
interest al. say, 4 per cent, and sinking
flund at. say. 2 per cent. 1 do not think
that there is iuuch fear, allowing for
decent mana-emient, that it wilt be neces-
sary to strike any rate for this purpose.

Hon. J. W. l'augsford: Two per cent.
is very low for sinking fund on an electric
lighting pilant.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Per-
haps for building-s and things of that
kind, but they will probably pay that out
of revenue. Another reason why a rate-
to cover interest and sinking fund should
be inserted is that it will enable the count-
cii to borrow money more easily and will
afford a guarantee to those who take up
the debentures that their money and in-
terest are secure. Another departure.
from the Municipal Corporations Act is
contained in Clause 10. The -Municipal
Corporations Act provides that if a ma-
jority of the persons who go to the poll
are against a loan the loan cannot take-
place. This puts it the other way
about, by providing that if a majority
of the persons whose names are on the-
special roll forbid the council to proceed
the council cannot proceed.

Hfon. J1. W. Hackett: That makes it
that you must get anl absolute majority.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That
is practweally -what it means. You must
get .51 per cent of the voters onl the roll
to poll against it to prevent the loan being
raised. On the other hand, it may be
a ranted that it is only reasonable to make
this provision, because those who are
ag-ainst the loan will use all their powers-
to bring the people to vote against it.
whereas there iq; no provision to bring~
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to the poll those who favour the loan.
I think that in this instance it is not alto-
gether an unreasonable lprop0sa1, bearing
in mind that this loan is being floated
for a special purpose and for the taking
over of a highly profitable undertaking.
It is paying a good rate of interest and
sinking fund at the present time, and un-
doubtedly Perth and suburbs are going
to grow. The council are given power to
operate over a radius of five miles from
the town hall, and if they make a profit
-now, it goes without saying that unless
there is very had management indeed they
must make a bigger profit in future.

Hon. D. G. Gawler: This assumes that
the loan is an advantageous one.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes.
Those are the main features of the Bill.
which is one that greatly concerns the
people of the eity of Perth and the pro-
perty owners. I beg- to move-

That the Bill be nowo rend a second
time.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS (Metropolitan):
After the remark which has fallen from
the hon. Mr. Gawler, I would just like to
give the House a few figures to show
what a really advantageous proposition
this would be to, the City and why Sec-
tion 10 assumes. that the loan will be an
advantageous one. At the present time,
if tile judgment of the Full Court of
Western Australia is upheld, the valua-
tion will either be £155,000 (the council's
-valuation), or £236,000 (the company's
valuation). Assuming the purchase to be
on the basis of £e155,000, according to the
balance-sheet of the company there will
be a net annual profit to the council of
£C25,000; on the other hand, assuming it
to be on the basis of £236,000, there will
still be a net annual profit to the council
of £21,000. That, of course, does not
allow anything for sinking fund.

Hon. W. Kiugninill: What do you
mecan by a net profit?

Hon. A- G_ JENKINS : Over and
above working expenses, but not allowing
for interest and sinking fund. Even if
£400,000 be required and the company
obtain everything- they desire from the
Privy Council, there -will still he a net
annual profit to the council of £C15,000.

The council feel that with such an advan-
tageous proposition before the ratepayers
it is uot reasonable to expect them to
spend money, over and above the large
amount they have already expended in
legal expenses, to get the ratepayers to
vote on a question like this. They feel
that if they were to be placed in that
position, a large corporation who might
desire to retain such an advantageous con-
cern in their hands, might by spending a
very large sum of money, be able to de-
feat the council, if simply a majority
poll one way or the other were lprovided
for. Therefore, this provision has been
inserted in the Bill; and it is not alto-
gether new, because in all the Mfunicipal
Acts up to 1902 a similar provision was
inserted. The council feel that in the
circumstances the old provision should
be reverted to, and that if an absolute
majority of the ratepayers on the roll
think this loan should not be floated they
should come forward and say so. If that
be not so, the council feel that the pro-
position is such an advantageous one, and
one which the majority of ratepayers
are heartily in accord, that they might not
go to the poll to record their vote, and
thereby the very good objects of the Bill
might be defeated. Those are a few of
the figures I have been asked to place
before the House by ths City Council.
I have much pleasure in supporting the
second reading of the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commit tee:
Clauses I to S--agreed to.
Clause 9-Vote of ratepayers, how

taken:
Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD: This clause

made provision for a special roll to be
prepared hy the town clerk and there was
nothing about the revision of that roll.
Accidentally, hundreds of nlames might
be left off the roll. Would the Colonial
Secretary explain whether that was safe-
guarded againsfl

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Off
hand be could not answer the hon. mem-
ber's question, but Clause 15 provided
that a number of the sections of the
Municipal Corporations Act should be
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incorjporatedl in the Bill. One of these
sections pjossibly safeguarded the position.
Inquiries, however, would he made and
if what lie honi. member de3ired was not
lproividedl for, tie Bill would be recommit-
t ed.

&Claiuse passed.
('laus- 101 1t, 19-agreed to.
Relied tiles-agreed to.
Title-agrveed to.
Bill repotrted willi'ut anewidnent. and

theP report adopted.

ADIJOU RXMNT' -ARRIVA L OF
AUSTRAL[AON DESTROYERS.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY Mlon.
.1). t(oinolly v) :I inteod to move that

thle H-ouise at its rising adjourn until
Tuesdayv next. As lion, members are
awaure, to-morrow has been declared a
public holiday in order to give a recep-
tion to the offiers- and men of the two
destroyers of the new Australian Fleet.
The vessels arrived at Fremantle to-day
mid to-morrow there will be numerous
attractions provided. It is my intention.
therefore. to move-

Thant the House at its risivg adjourn
until Tuesday, thear 9th Yovemnber.

Question passed.

House adJourned at 9.20 p.m.

Wpdnesday, 23rd November, 1910.
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The SPEAKER took the (Chair at 4.30
p.m.. and read. prayers.

CYCLO'NE AT BROOME.

Thlie P R E)[[E R (Ho n. F rank Wilson)
I regret LI) say that I hare had some bad
nlews from Broone in regard to a cyclone
that struck thant port on the 190th ist.
The foillowini; is telegram I have re-
eeived:

IDisastr.uS cyclon ic gale strnick
tiroonle Satuirday 19th, Glass eoin-
ujienced falling- Fiidayv morning. Re-
SuIted inl 1010 lLiggE'r-V makingv the port
before nig-ht fall. Winid commenced
very tmg ahoiti inidnight andl in-
creased iii forve with heavy squalls.
Reacd highest velocity about 2 p.m.
saturdlay. ])A- which timue nine iniches
rain had falieu. Iiany baIgers in port
had now drugg ed their anchors, and
were piled Lip Oil the shore between the
Jetty and entrance point. Verandahs,
roofs, alini whole hoiises had by then.
been hhnvii in all directions, and a
large 1)01i60l) of ptiptlation -were ob-
liged to seek shelter at the hopuses still
rlemiainling. By five o'clock wind lulled.
but recommenced with terrific violence
from 11w Nor'-W'est. Trees, fences, andt
telephone posts now levelled and the ut-
most desolation prevailed. Wind with
rain cotitinnied throughout nighlt but
lilled hi the niorini by which
timtie sixty-seven huggers were
pilrd up on the beach. Seven-
teenl Were afflat id it is
estimated that hetween thirty and forty
had sunk at their moorings. Severat
higg-ers are known to have been wrecked
along- the cost and between seventy and
eighty are still unaccounted for, though
it is thoughlt many of these mnay have
taken refuge in various creeks along-
coast. Rescue parties have been sent
ont. andm Iciggers are patrolling coast to
render assistance. So far two white
mien, Farrell and Street, employed by
Everett. are known to be lost and ten
colouredl crew. Fear their number xiill
be g-reatly augmented, but full] larticu-
liaN' will not be to band for sonic days.
No casuialties on shore, but many nar-
row esrapes; from flying roof iron. Es-
tiniatedI damage ashore between fifuent
and twentty thousand. Impossible esti-
mnate damiage to shipping. Labour anil
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