[23 Noveamser, 1910.]

Legislative Counctl,
Wednesday, 23rd November, 1910.

Questions : Cyclone at Broome .. . 1671
+ . Lepers at Rocboonrne 1871
Bm! York h{echan!cs Institute 'l‘mnsfar 1E., 1671

Sel,
Fisheries Act Amendmmt, Com

1671

Sonthern Cross-Buallfinch Railwny 2n. Gom 1673

Aborigines Act. Amendment, 1686

Licensing, 2R 1886
Southern’ Cross-Bullinch Raﬂwny Appro-

El_ﬂfu‘latim: .. i1 Elecire Light .. 1808
unlci nd Electric N

P Mmﬂnm .Gm a .. ..B ns 1696

Adjournment : Arrival of Australian Destroyers 1700

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 pan., and read prayers.

QUESTION — CYCLONE AT
BROOME.

Hon. Sir E. 1I. WITTENOOM (with-
out notice, asked the Colonial Secretary:
In view of the disastrous storm that has
taken place nt Broome, ean the Colonial
Seeretary give any particulars, and in-
form the House whether the Government
are taking any action to relieve the suf-
ferers?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: This moruing the Premier received
a {elegram from the vesident magistrate
at Broome acquainting him of the faet
that a very disastrous cyelone had taken
place there on Saturday evening. The
telerraph wires were down and. presum-
ably, that is the reason we did not hear
of it earlier. I have nol a copy of the
teleeram, but it announced that the ey-
clone was exceptionally severe on land,
and that a number of lugzers were lost,
tozether with two white men and nine or
ten men of the coloured crews. Immedi-
ately on receipt of the telegram the Pre-
mier telegraphed the resident magistrate,
giving him full authority to do whatever
is necessary in rendering velief, and he is
also making arrangements, if possible, for
the honorary Minister, Hon. A. Male, to
" leave Broome by Saturday’s boat

QUESTION—LEPERS
BOTURNF.

. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM asked
the Culonial Secretary: 1. It steps have
been taken tn move the lepers from the
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vicinity of Roebourne to an island, and
2, Whether they are now on the island?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, No. because the island
selected proved unsuitable, and fresh ar-
rangements are now under consideration
for their removal to Dorré Island.

BILL—YORK MECHANICS' INSTI-
TUTE TRANSFER.

Introduced by Hon, W. Marwick, read
a first time, and referred to a select com-
mittee consisting of the Hon. A. G. Jen-
kins, Hon. V. Hamersley, and Hon. W
Marwick, with power to eall for persons
and papers, to sit on days on which the
House stands adjourned amd to teport
on Thursday, 1st December.

BILL—FISHERIES ACT AMEND-
MENT,
In Commiitee.

Hon. W. Kingsmill in the Chair.

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clanse 2— Amendment of 1903, No. 18,
s, 30:

The COLONTAL SECRETARY moved
an amendment—
That after “mark’ in line 8 the words
“being Croun lund within the meaning
of the Land Aect, 1898, be inserted.
This amendment was moved because Hon.
J. F. Cullen had pointed out on the pre-
vious day that some doubt might arise as
to whether the elause would apply to free-
hold. The object of the amendment was
to ‘make it clear that the eclanse did not
apply to land other than Crown land.

Amendment passed.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY moved
a further amendment—

That at the end of Subclause 3 the
following bhe added: “or for the sus-
pending for any period the operation of
any license at any portion of any fore-
shore or adjacent land in respect of
turtle which the licensee has an ex-
clusive right te take there, and pro-
hibiting for that period the licemser
and all other persons from there taking,
Eilling or molesting such turtle.”

This gave the Governrment further power
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when leases were granfed to make regula-
tions, if it was thought necessary so to
do. for the protection of turtle. It was
a new industry. and 1t was nol quite
known what the effeet of it would be.
Mr. Kingsmill had pointed ont on the
second reading that through those en-
gaged in the industry only being able to
cateh female turtles it might tend lo ex-
terminate the turtle altovether: and if
the Government found this to be likely,
power would be given 1o prehibit the
killing of turtles for a period so that the
turtle would oot be destroved altogether.
The turtles Jaid a large number of eggs,
some said up to 200 each half-vear, and
of course there were many enemies de-
stroying the young, but it conld havdly he
seen what steps could he taken to pre-
serve them.  However, the amendment
would also give the Government power to
frame reculations that might meet the
purpuse,

Hon. J. ¥. CULLEXN: The jproviso
limiting the hands of the Government lo
75 miles did not seem very wise. Suvely
if we could trust Ministers up to 75 miles
we could trust them for another 73 miles.
One could hardly imagine a company
putting the capital that would be ade-
aquate to the industry into a 73-mile length
of eonst, Parliament could well trust re-
sponsible  Ministers not to unduly tie
up any of the foreshore. The proviso
limiting the area 10 75 miles conld he de-
leted as it might eanse the holding up of
the expenditure of a considerabhle sum of
private money,

The COLONIAL:  SECRETARY,
though personally not objecting to strik-
ing out the proviso, considered it was not
unreasonable to have some limit, other-
wige there would be nothing to prevent
a Apister eranting an exclusive rvizht
from Shark Bay to Wyndham, There-
fore it was right that Parliament shonld
have a voice in the granting of any
licenses over a cevtain limit. The pro-
viso was not in the Bill when it passed the
Council last session, but it was inserted
in another place, and it was extremely un-
likely another place would agree to the
Bill without the provise. .\ length of 75
niles was more (han enough for snme
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people. Tt all depended npon the length
of beach obtained in each partienlar
license.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: It would save a lot
of time if it was fixed at 150 miles.

Hon. J. \V. Hackett: Seventy-five miles
18 an enormous length,

Hon. J. F. Cullen: But a great deal of
it mieht he useless, He dd not press
the point.

Hon, Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: In re-
ward to the amendment moved by the
Minister it was< a question whether the
licensees would take np licenses under
sneh conditions. There would he no
knowing how the Goverment might ham-
per them. Regulations deirimental to the
interests of the company might be made.
It was well 10 c¢onsider the matter from
all its hearings hefore arriving at a deti-
nite decision.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
compaities taking n) leases wonld be anite
willing 1o aceept any reasonable condi-
tions.  No Government would impose con-
ditivns in order to make a lessee give np
his lease, The rvonditions would he im-
posed merely n the intevests of the furtle,
and if if was necessary to Jdo anvthing in
the interests of the turtle the Government
shouald exercise the right. He had not
thought at first an exelusive license was
necessnry, but the TLopdon companies
wouwd not tonch the industyy nnless they
had exclusive livenses, beeause when they
oot their works established they did nnt
wish to be interfered with in regard to
their supplies of turtle. or to be compelled
to close down their works. They really
wanterd an assuranee of a ecertain quantity
of turtles, but they had no objection io
any conditions sueh as referred to. It
was also their desire o protect the tnrtles,
hecanse if the turtles hecame extinet theiv
leases wauld hecome valueless,

Awendwent put and passed; the clavze
as amended agreed to.

New clause:

The COLONTAL SECRETARY
moved—
That the following be added

s @ new clause—"1 If any person
shall ut any time sell or cause lo U
sold, or shall offer or capose for sale,
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or shull tuke, caich, or have in his pos-
session vr control for the purposes of
sole any fish of any kind or species
mentioned in the Sehedule herete, he
shall be guilty of an offence, and
shall be liahle on convietion to a penalty
not  exceeding Five pounds. 2, The
{logernor may from time to time, by
proclamation, qinend the said Schedule
by adding thereto or omitting thers-
From the name of wny kind or species
of fish. Oun any such amendment the
amended Schedule shall be published
in the ‘Government Gazetle,) and after
such publication this Act shall have
effect as If the Schedule as for the time
being amended were the Schedule re-
ferred to in the preceding subsection.”
The necessity for this clause was ex-
plained by Mr. Kingsmill en the second
reading. It was for the better protec-
tion of aeclimatised fish. The Acelima-
tisalion Committee had done good work
in placing lish in some of the South-
West rivers, and in the Capel River these
fish were canght in such large quantilies
that people were hawking them for sale;
but as it was not the intention of the
Acclimatisation Committee that tihese
rivers shonld be stocked with English
fish for the purpose of trade, the elause
was provided in order to better deal with
these fish. Certainly there was already
power to close rivers against net fishing;
and it was done in most eases, and in
other cases in the Soulh-West it wonld
be done; but, at the sawe time, puachers
could not alwavs be eaught in the aet.
This provision, taken {rom the New
Zealand Aet, would allow persons to be
convieted if found with proelaimed fish
in their possession. The clause would
also apply to native fish, and the Gover-
nor conid add any native fish to the
schedule. Again. if acclimatised fish be-
eame so numercus that they could be
sold, by proeclamation the sehedule could
be altered and the fish allowed to be sold.
Hon. J. W. Hackett: Was it under-
stood an absolute close season could be
converted into ‘‘closed waters’’?
The COT.ONTAL SECRETARY: A
elose season could be formed now by
closing a river.

Hon. .JJ. W, Haekett: Only to nets,
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'The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Aund
also to lines, if necessary. This was only a
further provision to enforce that closure.
If persons were caught with such fish in
their possession they could be proseeuted.

Hon. J. W. HACKETT: If the Bill
passed into law there would be absolute
prohibition. He did not see any power
to eonvert that prohibition into a elose
season; if there was not that power then
ibe Minister should take it.

The COLOXIAL SECRETARY : This
did not apply to the eclose season at all,
only to the selling of the fish.

Hon. J. 1*. Cullen: What were the
fish

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Eng-
lish pereh and carp. It would not be
absolutely necessary to have a close sea-
son-any more than there was a close
season at lhe present time. The provis-
ion was only for the sale of the fish.

Houn. . ¥. CULLEN: This new clause
struek him as a kind of wholesale sort
of net. It wounld he unlawfnl to catch
certain fish.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Not
to eatch, only to sell, Persons could
cateh fish for their own benefit or for
their friends, but could not sell them.

New clause put and passed.

New Schedule:

The COLONTAL
moved—

That the following schedule be add-
ed :—Crucian carp, English perch.
Seliedule put and passed.
Title—-agreed ta.

Bill reported with amendments,

SECRETARY

BILL—SOUTHERN CROSS-BUIL-
FINCH RAILWAY.

The COLONTIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Conomolly): This is a Bill to con-
struet a short railway from Southern
Cross to Bullfineh. I need not remind
hon. members thal Bulifinch is the newest
goldtield we have in Western Australia.
The Bullfinch mine was pegged out 12
months ago, in November, 1809, but there
was absolutely no work done during the
summer weather on aeeount of want of
water, but the prospeetor returned to it
in April of this vear and in a very few
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months it was proved to be one of the
richest mines in Australia, if it is not
proved to be one of the richest in the
world. This is probably a record in re-
gard lo railwayv building in this State,
that is to say, to a goldfield where the
first four pegs were put in only 12
months agn we now propose building a
railway, but, in view of the partieulars
which I shall give later on, I think the
Govermuent are amply jnstified in the
aetion which they are taking. The length
of the line is 22 miles, and the estimated
cost £40,000 (this includes the eost of
the rails and fastenings, £15,000), or
equal to about £1,800 a wile. The esti-
mate is exclusive of provision for ballast,
telephones, culverts, etcetera, which
would involve another £4,000. We shall
reeceive baek in the railage freight on
sleepers £8,900 and on the railage of
rails £€2,700, or £11,600 through the Rail-
way Deparvtment,
Hon. W. Patrick:
to the department.
The COLONIAL, SECRETARY: It
will go hack, but it will eost the depart-
ment somwething to carry that for which
they will receive £11,600. The principal
Jreason for building this railway is the
phenamenal mine which [ have men-
tioned, the Bullfineh, but in that dis-
triet, a distriet which T, in company
pany with my two colleagnes, the

It will be charged

Minister for Mines and Mr. McKen-
zie, had the pleasure of visiting a
few weeks ago, there are dozens of

other leases. There are 379 leases peg-
ged at Bulltineh comprising nearly 9,000
acres. If members will look at the maps
hung on the wall they will see first by
the plan of the leases that they are very
numerous, and in the further map they
will see a eomplete plan of the distriet.
That will be very interesting to merabers
and will give them a proper idea of the
country that this ratlway is designed to
open up. True, the work performed on
the Bullfinch, that is the development
work, is not very great. JMembers will
nnt expect that a mine which was only
pegged twelve months ago would have
very large developmment work done, but
since .\pril last, that is, since the time
the mine has been working, a good deal
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of work has been done on the Bullfineh.
On the Bullfinch itself, No. 1 shaft is
down 10¢ feet and a considerable amount
of driving has been carried out at that
level. Nou. 2 shaft is down 60 feet, and
a good deal of erosseulting has been done
at that level. In both of these shafis
they get the phenvmenally rich ore that
we see so much abont in the newspapers.
The pleasing part about the mine is that,
although it is so very rich, one ean hardly
see a speck of gold in the stone. although
the ore goes up to 20 ounees and 30
ounces to the ton. That is very pleasing.
You do not see big pa:ches of gold, but
the rich mineral is spread through the
stone, and anyone who knows anything
abont mining is aware that that shows
the mine to he more lasting than when
you get patches of very rich stone. In
the two shafts they have ore blocked out
—ur they had a fortnight ago, and there-
fore they must have more now—to the
extent of 14,000 tons, of an average value
of £7 per ton. That is putting it at a
decidedly poor value, and that is taking
it over the length of a good many hun-
dred feet. Besides this there are at least
six other reefs running through the pro-
perty, and one of these is averaged at
100 feet in width. TUndoubtedly before
long that mine itself onght to employ
between 400 and 700 men, That, to say
the least of it, is a marvellous mine. T
do not pretend to be a mining expert, bat
I say this, 1 have had experience of gold-
fields for the last 17 yvears and it strikes
.ne we are going to have, if we have any-
thing at all, another Golden Mile there,
for the reason that there is not only one
reef there but there are six reefs on the
Bullineh property and all are payable.
There mav be other reefs there not
opened yet containing large ore bodies,
and these no doubt will he floated off
into companies exactly in the same man-
mer as was done on the Golden Mile in
the early days.

Hon. J. W. Langsford: A golden
leagne rather than a Golden Mile.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If
these reefs prove payable then we have
at least half a dozen mines on the ground,
wihich the Bullfineh ¢eompany hold at the
present time. T noticed in the West
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Australian this morning a report by
Mr. Riehard Hawilton, the manager of
the Great Boulder Mine, and Mr. Hamil-
ton’s report ought to eonvince anyone
as to the siability of the mine. He is
known not ouly in Western Australia,
but probably throughout the mining
world as being one of lhe best and
soundest mining men in Australia, and
if My, Hamilion errs at all, it is on the
side of eaution. .Anyone who knows Mr.
Hamilton is aware that if be says a mine
is fair, then it is very fair, and there
need be no discount at all on what he
says. This is what appears in this morn-
ing’s paper—

The following is an extraet from a
report made to the London board of
directors of the Great Boulder Proprie-
tary Gold Mines under date October 15
by Mr. Richard Hamilton, the general
manager of the Great Boulder Mine:—
“T was exceedingly pleased with what T
saw at the Bullfineh. They.now have
four shafts at work varying from 60 to
100 feet in depth besides a good many
potholes and costeens, The ore being

. obtained is marvellously rich, and these
shafts show at least GOft, of ore in dif-
ferent veins, all of them being high
grade at the deepest pownt, viz., 100tt.
below the surface. It would be very
safe to say that the ore ai present is
aoything from 10oz. to 300z. in value
for a width of 20ft., and T have no
doubt that crossentting will reveal other
parallel hodies to be good and wide at
this depth, for there is satisfactory evi-
dence of the lodes continuing down-
wards. The surrounding of these shafts
are more or less chaotie geologically, at
present, but it may be said that the lode
has been traced for TO00ft. in good
values, and promising, taking the whole
of the bodies, a total width of perhaps
60ft. The discovery was made on a low
rounded hill of a length of a little over
half a mile, granite schist showing on
the east side, the rest of the hill being
in mica schist, Very little was fo be
seen in the shape of ocnterop. the hill
being covered generally with excellent
so0il and heavy morrell and salmon gum
timber. The prospectors found floaters

on the surface, and after satisfying
themselves of the importance of the
fioaters they sank potholes through the
soil until they eame on to the ore body
beneath, which, immediately under the
soil, eonsisted mostly of ironstone and
some quartz. The bearing of the ore
bodies at present appears to be a little
north of west, which is abnormal. The
general beaving of the quart zbodies at
Southern Cross and wherever the main
quartz lodes have been found in this
district is a few degrees west of north,
The shafts sunk on the ore bodies show
them to become less ferruginous with
depth, and some of the ore most free
from iron shows the richest values. a
large portion of the valne being fine
zold. All the gold is in a very fine
state of division. There is any amount
of mining timber and fuel on and
around the leases, and I bave no doubt
that a very good supply of water will
be found, but very salt. The distriet

" earvies the lowest rate of wage for min-
ing in the State, and the geological con-
ditions are, in my opinion, the most
favourable in the State, the ore chaunel
being very wide and very long with
granite on its eastern side and ferrugi-
nous eountry on the west. The channel
in whieh the ore bodies will be found is,
so far as my knowledge goes, in places
five miles wide. I think a great deal of
altention will bhe paid by prospectors
to this part of the country. The Bull-
fineh will aet as an objeet lesson and’
encoluragement,

That is the report of Ar, Hamwilton, and
I think it is decidedly eneouraging. Be-
sides the Bullfinch Proprietary, to which
I have referred till now, cut of all these
leases that have been pegeged not many
have been worked, hecause they have not
been pegged for many months. Indeed,
many of the lease: ave not yet approved,
and until they are approved the owners
have no right to work them, However,
during the last few weeks some which did
et approval have been worked, There is,
for instance, the Bullant, which is a bloeck
elaim adjoiningz the Bullfinch on the sou-
thern end. although on a different lode
I think.
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Hon., W. Kingsmill: It has just been
floated, has it not?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
has just been floated for £200,000, with
£75,000 working eapital.

Hon, J. W, Hackett: Ten shillings on
application and ten shillings on allotment.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Yes;
those are stiff terins, and they go to show
what confidenee the vendors had in their
property whenr they put up such terms
as those. Besides this, according to the
West Australinn mining reports, there
have been rich developments in the Young
Bulifinch and the Chaffineh, which is im-
mediately pegged on the southern end of
the Bullfineh. There are also some 60
other syndicates and companies, aggregat-
ing a capital of £250,000, which have been
formed for operating in the immediate
vieinity of Bulifineh. Not only will this
railway give communieation to the Byll
finch, but it wilt undoubiedly help to open
up other mining country which is kuown
to exist fo the north of Bullfineh, and I
venture to say that it will not be long

before Parliament will be asked again to -

extend this Jine in a northerly divection.
If hon. members will look at the map
they will see that nine miles further north
there is a very old goldfield, the oldest
in Western Anstralia, except Kimberley,
I think, namely, Golden Valley. That
place was worked abont 1838, a good
many years before Coolgardie, or even
Southern (ross, was discovered. There
bave been 185 leases taken up between
Bullfinch and Golden Valley, covering
4,000 acres. At Golden Valley itself 51
applications, containing an area of 975
acres, have heen lodged. During our visit
to the distriet we also inspected Golden
Valley, and several of the shows which
we saw have very good prospeets indeed.
It has heen sinee reported that several
have changed hands at very big prices.
In the old days at Golden Valley a bat-
tery, which was known as the “Kathleen”
battery, crushed a great amount of ore,
and although no official record has been
kept, it has been ascertained from other
sonrces that about 2,000 tons of ore was
treated for an averaze of 17 pennvweights,
That was 20 years apo, and possibly they
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did not continue the work then becanse
mining was much more expensive than it is
at the present time. At Golden Valley the
Mines Department some months ago, be-
fore the Bullfinch hoom, suhsidised the
baltery of Lang aud party, and that bat-
tery has crushed for the publie 357 tons
for 203 ounces of gold, almost an average
of an ounce io the ton.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: How long has it
been running

The COLONIAL SECHETARY: Only
for somme few months, They have had
some ditheulty about the water, and it is
only a five-head battery. What I would
like to point out is that althongh the
tonnage is not very great, it is from eight
different leases, and when we get an
average of nearly an ounce to the ton from
eight different leases, we may take it as
a very gond indication of the likelihood
of Golden Valley reviving again, Ten
miles further north of Golden Valley we
have Anstey’s find. That was the earliest
find on the Yilgarn goldfield. It was made
before Southern Cross, and some very
phenomenal stone was discovered there.
It was worked for a while, but later came
the rushes to Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie,
and, like the Southern Cross distriet gene-
rally, it was overleoked.  Still further
north we have the part owner of the Bull-
finch, Mr. Dorvie Doolette, prospecting
some very likely eountry there known as
Bungaibin, some G0 miles north-north-east
of Bulifineh, Another likely looking place
is at Trough Well, towards Mount Jack-
son; and still further north is Mount Jaek-
son itself, an old mining place that has
been in existence for a great many years.
1 simply mention these places to show the
line of auriferons country running right
through to Mount Jackson, and I don’t
think there is the least dombt aboui it
continuing on to Yonanme and to Black
Range.

Hon. W. Kingsmill; What about the
gouthern end?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: T am
not introducing a Bill for a railway to
the southern end, but there are good pros-
pects there, almost equal to these. I
mention these finds to the north to show
that the building of this line will be a
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-great lielp to prospectors and others in
opening up the country. But not only is
.4 railway proposed to be built; the pipe
line also is being taken to Bullfinch.

Hon. A. (. Jenkins: When will the pipe
line be there?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: It is
-on the road now, and it will be taken there
as fast as we can get the pipes. I have
only dealt with Bullinech and those
mines to the north, but this railway will
not only serve Ballfineh; it will alse
serve a very promising line of reef in the
Coriuthian mine, The Corinthian mine
is sitnated a little to the west of the
Golden Valley road at about the 10-mile
peg, halfway between Southern Cross and
Bullfinch. There is as nice a line of reef
as anyone could wish to see; it is a very
big lize and it outerops for some Lhree or
four miles. It is certainly not a phenome-
nal thing like the Bullfinch, but is is likely
1o earry as many men, if not more, bacause
it has a very big body of ore and will take
more men to work it, though not so rich,
It is now in the hands of the prospectors
aml I understand that they have done
some development down to 50 and 100
feet, where they are driving and cross-
cutting.  The Corinthian North, which
adjoins the Corinthian, has been under
option o Bewick, Moreing, and Com-
pany, and during the time they have held
the mine they have done a considerable
amount of developmental work. They have
sunk to 200 feet. With my colleagne I
climbed to the 100-feet level, and if hon.
members have any experience in elimb-
ing ladders they will understand why I
did not go to the 200 feet. 1 was
satisfied to see the 100-feet level and to
believe that the 200-feet level was just
as good. However, the official figures
state that at the 100-feet level, on which
they have driven a considerable distance,
they bave blocked out 300,000 tons of ore,
worth 32s. per ton, That vast amount of
ore constitutes a mine in itself, and I
notice that aceording to the newspaper
reports, Bewick, Moreing, & Company
have exercised their option and the mine
is now floated for a big amouni with a
good working ecapital. There is not the
slightest doubt that in the very near fu-
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ture they will have a big battery there.
The Corinthian will earry at leasi 50-head
of stamps and that will mean the em-
ployment of not less than 400 or 500 men,
There is also an old mining field half-way
between the Corinthian and Soutlern
Cross known as Hope’s Hill. This is one
of the oldest mines in Western .ustralia.
A good deal of gold was got there in the
past, and under new methods there is no
reason why it should not be worked sue-
cessfully again. The railway will also
serve this property. I think that the
facts 1 bave mentioned amply justify the
Government i propesing to build the
line. At first sight it may be thought,
seeing the field has oniy been worked for
a few months, that there is an undue risk
in the building of a railway, but we have
got to remember that from the reports of
Mre, Richard Hamilton and others, some
of these mines are going to last for several
years, and it is extremely unlikely thai
some of the adjoining mines will not go
down., But if nothing else is discovered,
these mines I have mentioned will last
for a number of years and emplay a great
number of men, and that being so, it
would be necessary that the Government
should at least build a road there, With
the great amount of traffic recently, the
rogd between Southern Cross and Bull-
fineh is now in a very bad state. It is
estimated that to build a voad over the
21 miles would cost at least £26,000, or
£15 per chain, That is not an extrava-
want estimate, because it is very loose
loamy soil, and therefore would require
a pretty substantial bottom. Now, the
estimated value of the rails and sleepers,
whiech will always be available for re-
moval, is 65 per eent. of the total cost
of the railway, or £26,000. Besides that,
as 1 have already mentioned, we get
£11,600 back in freight from the ratlways,
so that if we take that point of view
alone, this 15 a very much better prope-
sition than the building of a road, be-
canse the maintenance of a road wonld
be decidedly more eostly than the main-
tenance of a railway. It would certainly
cost npwards of £1,600 per annum to
maintain the road, whilst the maintenance
of the railway would certainly not be as
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railvay has to be taken up we will re-
ceive #2600 back from rails and
sleepers, whilst we should receive nothing
at all from a rcad, so that in building
this railway we can say, what cannot be
said in regard to most railways, that there
is nbsolutely no risk. Then, again, in
order to show the opinion of the publie
generally, I might remind hon. members
that some few acres of land, less than 14,
were sold recently after having been cuf
up inio bloeks, for the sum of a little
over £25,000. There will be another sale
shorily, and 1 venture to say that that
sale will bring an equally large amount,
if not more.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: You are going to
sell the good bloeks this time.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : I
can say this, that having seen the town-
ship I will give it as my opinion that I
would sooner buy the blocks that are to
be put up for sale than those which have
heen sold.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: Very consoling.

The COLONIAL: SECRETARY: For
the reason that they are nearer the busi-
ness end of the town, that is the mine end ;
and, therefore, if these do not fetch big-
gey pwices than the others did 1 shall con-
sired myself a bad judge. During the
next sale two hotel licenses are to be sold.
These were exceluded from the last sale,
and [ venture to think that they will add
eonsiderably to the amount whieh will be
realised.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: How can you sell
a hotel license?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : T
just mentioned that briefly. The method
that will be adopted will be that all the
blocks, with the exeeption of two of a
half acre each. will be sold with the eon-
difion attached, that on them no liquor of
any kind is to he sold hy the purchasers.
The other two half-acre blocks will be
dispased of withont this restriction, These
are the onlv two bloeks then for which
it will be possible to obtain a license for
the sale of liquor.

Haon. JJ. W, Kirwan: Is that an insteue-
tion to the licensing bench?®

The COT.ONTAL SECRETARY: The
hon. member 15 a member of the Hicensing
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Leuncl, and if he studied the business of
that beneh he would know that no such
instruetion could be given to the conrt.
While people will know that in connection
with all the blocks with the exception of
the two, it will not be possible to obtain
a license, they will be informed thai no
ohjection will be raised in thal direction
with regard to the two specially reserved.
There ean be no instrnetions given to
the licensing bench. The bench adminis-
ters ihe Act, and it 1s for them to say
whether they will grant a license or not.

Hon. W, Kingsmill: How can you stop
them granting a license for the erection
of hotel premises on a prohibited block?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
conditions attached to the sale of the
blocks will prevent that.

Hon. B. C. O’Brien: The purchasers of
these blocks wiil take the chance of get-
ting a license.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : It
will be absolutely prohibited in eonnee-
tion with the blocks other than the two
specially mentioned. In connection with
Ilhese two there will be a ten years' lease
sold, and at the end of that period the
lease will revert to the Crown. The buy-
ers of these two blocks will take the
chanee as to whether the bench will grant
the license or not. In any township a
buyver of blocks takes some risk as to
whether a beneh will or will not grant a
licenze, and the buyers in this case will
be in an exaetly similar position. I do
not think it is neeessary for me to say
anything further.

Hon. JJ. W. Kingsmill: What about an
estimate of the traffie?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The
hon. member knows that H will {ake a
good deal of calenlation to reckon what
the traffic over this line will be. I do not
know whether we need take the pas-
senger traffie into consideration, but with
regard to the mines 1 have already wmen-
tHioned thevy will undonbtedly require a
great qunantity of machinery and, in addi-
tion, the people who have paid £23,000
for the blocks already sold will want
huilding material earried to those blocks,
s0 that from both these sonrces the de-
partment may expeet o large amount of
traffie. Tf we hurry on the construetion
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of the line we shall get the whole of this
traffic.

Hon. .J. W. Kinesmill: How are you
going to build the line?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
line will be constructed departmentally,
and right away.

Hon. J. W. Kingsmill : Spuar line rates?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
line will he similar to the distriet rail-
ways. [ have much pleasure in moving—

That the Bill he now read o second
lime.

Hon. J. ¥. CCLLEN (South-East): I
have no- desire to delay the progress of
the second reading, and I merely wish to
say that I do hope the Crovernment will
reconsider the announcement the Minister
has made about tempting people to buy
those two lots in the hope of getting a
public honse license. This is essentially a
case for a State hotel.

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE (North-
East) : T have mueh pleasure in support-
ing the second reading of thiz measure,
and T ean bear out what the Colonial Sec-
retary has said with regard to the distriet.
I am also pleased that the Government
are taking the matter in hand so promp-
tly, and T am pleased also that the Gov-
ernment have not dealt with the matter in
the way that the gentleman who controls
the Mines Department suggested, namely,
that we should wait until forther develop-
ments had taken place. T can assure hon,
members that mining prospeets in that
district are really wonderful. I have
spent now over a month in and around
that partienlnr loeality, and T look for-
ward tn seeing a very large population
settled in that district. The large mine
itself, the Bullfinch Proprietarv. is one
of the most wonderful mines yet disecov-
ered, and T am sure the Colonial Seere-
tary made a mistake when he put the ore
down as being worth £7 per ton; I think
he meant to say it was worth 7 ounces
per ton. The wvalue of the mine is,
roughly. abont half a million te-day with
the ore in sight. and I feel quite sure of
my figures. The Colonial Secretary on
referring to his notes will find that he
made an error in speaking of £7 in value
instend of 7 ounecs,  The number of
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leases pegged out in thag distriet during
the last 12 months is between 500 and 3830,
and gold has been found from Sonthern
Cross right throngh to Golden Valley,
and with modern appliances for the treat-
ment of low grade ores. I think we will
see in the Yilzarn district during the next
live vears a population of over 20,000
people.  You have only to fake those
large mines which were recently porchased
by Messrs. Bewick, Moreing, and Com-
pany and by Messrs. Doolette, the Corin-
thian and the Corinthian North, both of
which contain immense quantities of ore
worth 32s. a ton, ore which can be treated,
mining. milling. etcetera, for about 16s.
Thus it will be seen the great profit that
remains after treating that ore, and it
ean be imagined what a great number of
men will be emploved in the industry
there. Personally, I think the Govern-
ment are taking no risk in.bnilding this
line, and T am hopeful that before long
prospectors will be found further North,
and the railway pushed on in the same
direction. I have been as far as Golden
Valley, which is 30 miles from Southern
Cross, and have seen some promising reefs
there. I need ouly mention one or two,
snch as the Violet. which has an immense
ore body, and Pine Hill, which is also
at (olden Valley and which is another
verv big show, eontaining great quantities
of ore, which will yield 16 or 17 dwts.

Hon. A. (. Jenkins: Will yon recom-
mend us 10 buy Pine Hills at 4s.7

Hon. T. F. O. BRIMAGE: T am sory
to say that the hon. member rather ridi-
cules some of the mines in thal distriet.
Tt is only in econsequence of his long
residence on the coast, and that too ae-
counts for his ignorance in connection
with mining to-day. 1f, however, he
takes a trip throngh this distriet at the
present time he will see semethinge that
will open his eyes. Going cavefully
through that distriet, as T have done, zold
ean be found every two or three miles,
wherever outerops oecur, and quite suffi-
cient to justify the Government in ex-
pending this money on the railway. There

has been a ot said with re-
eard  to  “Pwild  eats’ in this
distriet. The developmeniz (uring
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the past week are proving bevond doubt
that gold-bearing lodes proceed from the
Bullfinel: mine in all direetions. 1 saw a
telegram  from the Chattineh to-day,
which  stated  that  over  3-ounce
ore  had been  discovered  theve.
and J {hink this i3 going (o
eontinue. On another mine 1 visited
the day before yesterday a costeen eight
feet deep revealed a lode under the allu-
vial suil, which by development ought to
berome a great mass. I could go on
speaking in this way about the whole of
that distriet from Southern ('ross right
ihrough to Golden Valley. I have no
doubt whatever that a large number of
men are going to be employed there. The
railway will facilitate matters, and the
Government are wise in building the line
immediately, becanse they will reap the
benefit of the heavy freights arising from
the machinery that will be required at
the mines. T have heard that the Bull-
finch Proprietary do not inlend to ftreat
any wore ore in Kalgoorlie, that they in-
tend o wait until their own plant has
heen erecfed. That will mean the convey-
ance of a lot of maehinery to the distriet,
and the sooner the railway is throngh to
it the better. I am one of those who think
that these discoveries in one of the older
settlements of the State is gmoing to be
one uf the greatest, and L am quite certain
with the encouragement of the prospector
that other similar centres to the north
and to the south of Kalgoorlie will be
found. There is no doubt in” my mind
that the opinions expressed by eminent
geologistz, sueh as Dr. Maeclaren, that
Western Australia has an  essentially
highly payable goldfield right {hroughount
that belt is quite ecorvect. e has ex-
amined the ecomntry from Kalgaorlie away
to the north of Leonora, and ean do
nothing but praise it and say that the
prospector should be encouraged to go
oul and search for new fields. 8o it is
with other geologists. Our own geo-
logist has often expressed the opinion
that other very big mines will yet be
found in Western Australia. I am not
quite sure to-day whether the Bullfineh
gives greater promise than did the Lake
View when it was discovered in 1894, but
we shall all be pleased te see these finds
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made, and | believe that within the next
few months s0 mueh notice will be taken
of mininy developments at Yilgarn and
other districts that the industry will get
the treatiment it deserves. .\ few of us
feel. and justly so, the Government have
lreated the miuing industry in the past
not too geuercnsly, and I bope that these
diseoveries and others already made will
prompl them te give it more considera-
tivn. I hear that at Ora Banda,
north of Kalzoorlie, rich finds have been
made.  From all these diseoveries the
mining industry must gef an impetus
that will be of great profit to the State.

Hon. J. W, LANGSFORD (Metropoli-
tun-Suburban) : I have not very much to
say on this matter. I am surprised that
no information has been given to the
House from the Mines Department on
this subject. We have had the opinions
of Mr. Hamilton, and of the public gen-
erally, but no report by the State Mining
Engineer or anyone in his office has been
presented to the 1Touse; vel we are asked
to pass a Bill for the expenditure of
£10,000. T think the House is entitled to
something more than we have had from
our officials, to whom we must look for
information of this kind. I hope when
the Minister replies this information will
be forthcoming.  Certainly the Govern-
ment are pushing this matter through
with a great deal of haste. It may be
quite justified, but we should have the in-
formation asked for, especially in view of
the faet that we have the authority of the
Colonial Secretary that in this great mine
the values run to about £7 per ton.

Hon. J. T. Glowrey: Seven ounces.

The Colonial Secretary: It would be
worlth about six millions on that basis.

Hon. J. W, LANGSFORD: The Col-
onial Seeretary still adheres to the two
ounces per fon, but Me. Brimage goes up
to £28 per ton, or about 7 ounces. We
ought to have had something from our
own ofticials, to whom we pay good sal-
aries that thev might give us sueh infor-
mation. Anpother point is that the rail-
way is to be built by the department.
Evidently whenever a railway is to be
pushed through with all possible speed
the Publie Works Department are the best
people to build it. I do not know why
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they have departed in this instance from
fheir usual custom of tendering for the
construction of the railway.

The Colonial Secretary: There are no
plaus to prepare.

Hon, J. W, LANGSFORD: So they
are going to build a railway without
plans! Tt shows the necessity for having
the funllest information on the matter,
Imagine anybody building a house nnless
plans were first prepared. However, [
rose mainly to get an assurance from the
Colonial Secretary that the men who are
einployed in the Bastern distriets ex-
tending the railway facilities at the
various stations, improving the stations
and the station yards, will not be
taken away from that work to do this
pruposed work. The farmers in those
distriets are looking forward to having
increased facjlities this year and if these
workmen are to be taken away—for we
understand there is a great lack of labonr
in those distriets—from those centres, 1
think it will be most unfair to the farmers
who, as T say. are expecting that their
wheal and harvest generally will be sent
away expeditiously.

Hon. R. D. MeKENZIE (Honorary
Minister): The Bullfineh district has
been before the public for the last
six weeks, and I think almost every in-
cident that has occurred on that gold-
field has been so well advertised in the
Press (hat not only members of the
Housze. but the public of Western Aus-
tralia wenerally arve pretty well eonver-
gsant with the existing staie of affairs in
that loeality. Some two or three weeks
agn, at the invitation of the Minister for
Mines and in company with the Colonial
Secretary. I paid a visit to the Yilgarn
goldtields. Fivst of all let me say that
only a few weeks ago an intimation was
made in a goldfields newspaper tu the
effect that T was opposed to the construe-
tion of this line. This was immediately
after T had finished a tour of the dis-
triet, and T was reported to have said at
a little social funetion in Sonthern Cross
that, in company with the Colonial See-
refary and the Minister for Mines, I was
opposed to the huilding of this line.
1 desire to state I have never said
anything of the =ort. My sympathies
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have ever been with the giving of facili-
ties to prospectors and small leasebolders
on the goldfields. All that I said at the
funetion at Southern Cross was that it
was a Cabinet matter, and that I thought
the prospectors and leaseholders of Yil-
garn would not suffer in any way through
having been visited by three Ministers.
It has also been stated in another place
that the Government were influenced in
the bringing forward of the Bill for the
construetion of the line by the fact that
a member of the Cabinet had large in-
terests in a syndicate econtrolling the
Bullfinech mine. My npame was men-
tioned in conneeltion with this in an-
other place, and it seems to me only fair
to the members of the House that I
should tell them what interest I have in
the syndicate which control the mine.
I am proud to say I was connected with
the syndicate instrumental to a large ex-
tent in sending out the prospector of
this mine, and I am glad to say that ever
since I have been on the goldfields I have
taken a keen interest ic prospecting and
bave always held that the prospector is
the backbone of the industry in its last
resort. This lLas been proved by the
finding of the Bullfineh. It is to men like
Mr. Doulette and My, Shalleross, who not
only put their own money in the venture,
bul influenced others to do the same. and
so formed the syndicate that sent out the
prospector—it is to these tmen the
eountry owes much. If a little more at-
tention were given to the formation of
prospecting syndicates, and if oppor-
tunities were given Lo men to ge out and -
prospect the back country, the mining in-
dustry would be more prosperous than
it is to-day. Having gone through the
ecountry where this grenat mine is situated
one of the first things that struck me
was the almost impassable nature of the
road. This read lies through a soft,
leamy soil of great depth, and one has
only to travel over it, particularly after
a heavy rain, as we did, to see that it
would be well nigh impossible to earry
any heavy traffic over that road in winter
time. Now, after reading reports of men
like Me. Richard Hamilton, and of the
varipus engineers the Goveroment have
sent up there; and after reading the re-
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port furnished by the State Mining Ea-
gineor four months ago, oue cannot help
feeling convineed that this is going to be
a prosperous distriet indeed. In view of
what fell from the last speaker it may be
informative if T read the report of the
State Mining Engineer. 1t is as fol-
lows:—

The Southern Cross awriferous belt
extends for over 50 miles in length, and
is usually over five miles wide. It is
very full of lodes, especially of large
low-orade *‘formations,’” bat in these
and in the adjacent country there are
also many well-marked fissure lodes.
Thongh a large amonnt of prospecting
has been done there ave only cuite a
few of the mines that have as vet been
extensively worked, and most of these
have been of decidedly low grade
though often profitable. The majority
of the shows which have been opened
have not heen able to attraet the as-
sistance of enough eapital to enable
them te be equipped with proper
machinery, and have therefore been
worked intermittently, and at much
disadvantage. usually having to cart
the ore considerable dislances to be
¢rushed. The luw-grade ore bodies
most common tn  this  lield require
treatment close to the mines, with as
little bandling a% possible, and each
mine of any size therefore requires to
pussess 1ts own baitery. The field is
advantageonsly sttuated as regards cost
of labour, mining stores, and domestic
supplies, and splendidly provided with
the best of mining timber and firewood,
but outside of Sounthern Cross itself is
at present rather badly provided with
salt water supplies for milling, and
very badly with fresh water. Both salt
and fresh water are, however, obtain-
able without exeessive cost. The pro-
speets of this field appear to me to be
on the whole very promising. There is
no field in the State where there are
stronger indications of extensive lode-
forming action, the auriferous beli be-
ing a really remarkable zone of intense
and repeated fracturing and ereshing
of the earth’s erust, affording all the
geological conditions wsually con-
sidered favourable for the formation
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of ore bodies. (Good ore has bren
found more or less all along the helt,
and several of the mines seem likely to
become of much importance. There is
still arveat seope for prospeeting and
untried ground for new reefs, and alse
in the older mines for search in ihe
large ‘*formations’ for other ore
bodies than those already worked. The
distrier at present seeiss lo me ta offer
as good oppurlunities fur intelligent
prospecting as are to be fonnd in any
of the other fields of Western Australia,
but recognition must be made of its
somewhat unusual features, especially
on the prevalence of “shattered zone”
deposits, and a wider canception taken
nf the nature of the lodes than has
been usual in the past when the inei-
dental quartz veins have been regarded
as alone worthy of attention.
I say that the veports we have had already
trom such eminent men as Mr. Riechard
Hamilton, together with reports from
other engineers and that from the State
Mining Engineer furnish all the infurma-
tion requived. And surely it is a fair
thing that we should take a litile visk in
eonnection with a mining rvailway. Go
hack to the old days when Sir John For-
rest began the construction of the South-
ern Cross railway from Northam. Had
he any assurance of permanent mines at
Southern Cross? Of course not. And
when hie continued the line from Southern
Cross to Coolgardie, had he any such as-
surance with rexard to Coolrardie? XNo;
he was prepared to take the risk: and we
have all seen the result. Mining has done
so muaeh for Western JAustralia that surely
we can afford to take a little risk in re-
twn. Tf the mining industry is prosper-
ous it will assuredly assist the agrienl-
tural industry to so greal an extent that
we will be well able to afford to take the
risk of this £40,000. As the result of
speaking to several prominent mining
men who have recently visited Bullfineh,
I find that the indieations are that we
shall have a permanent goldfield there.
Kowhere else in Western Australia, pro-
hably nowbere else in the world, has
there been so rich a show in any mine.
The lode is well defined, and T am told be
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men who are in a position to state auth-
oritatively that all the indieations go to
show that this lode will live down. If
at one hundred feet depth the mine is
worth half a million of money—and I
believe there is half a million pounds
worth of gold in sight—we can reason-
ably expect that at two hundred feet it
will be worth a million, And mining men
are unanimous in stating their belief that
when, later, they get into the sualphides
the lodes will live down and prove of very
good value indeed. The line of eountry
in which this lode has been discovered
is parailel with Kalgoorlie, and we know

as a matter of faet that the lodes are .

pretty eontinuous from Kalgoorlie right
through Gwalia and on to the Murchison.
The eclass of rock being treated in the
Ivanhoe, the Gwalia, and the Great Fin-
gall mines is identical, and there is noth-
ing to prevent us having as important
a line of lode in this country as they have
there.  In these eonditions. and seeing
that the dilficulties of transit will be so
oreal, and that we are assured of an im-
mediate return from the railway, because
there will be thousands of tons of ma-
chinery to go along it, and thousands of
tons of building waterial with which to
. build the town, I do not think we shonld
hesitate a moment, I think we should be
prepared (o take what little risk there is
in eonmnection with the building of this
railway. The Bullfinch find has come at
the mnst opportune time. WNever in the
history of mining in Western Australia
was there more need for drawing atten-
tion of those interested in mining to our-
selves. and the Bullfinch find has done it.
It has drawn the attention of the public
in Tondon and in the Eastern States to
us. and T bhelieve we will have an influx
of capital for mining development. and
the industry, instead of being on the
down-grade, as it has been for a few
vears past, will be on the up-grade. and
will. T hope reach higher figures than it
has in the past. T do not think there is
necessity for any argument in favonr
of the line. T think everv member of the
House will realise the importance it is
to the country that we should huild it
The argument has been used in another
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place that there are mining distriets in
Western Australia that have not been
equipped with a railway, That may be
so, 1 dare say it is true—but that is no
reason why we should not amend our
mistakes and build a line to the Bullfinch,
Because we have made mistakes in the
past there is no reason why we should
make them in the future; and I say now
we liave this diseovery, now the eyes of
the world are upon us, and there is a
eapitai coming in for our geldmining in-
dustry, the Government should do all
they can to assist the indusiry. I am
sure the building of fhis line is one of the
best means by which they can help for-
ward the interests of the industry.

Hon. E. McLARTY (South-West): I
am surprised that an important measure
sueh as this, involving an expenditure
of £40,000, is not deserving more atten-
tion from members of this Honse.

Hon. R. Laurie: There is no objection
to it.

Hon. E. McLARTY: I do not pose as
an expert in mining, I prefer to listen to
the opinions of those who have had ex-
perience and are competent to judge, but
I claim to be able to take a eommon sense
business view of the matter, and I am
certainly under the impression that this
railway has been very much roshed in-
deed. The Colonial Secretary, in his
speech in introducing the Bill, painted a
very glowing picture. He told us there
wonld be a refund to the Railway De-
partment of about £11,000 for freight,
and that if the line turned out a failure
we could take up £26,000 worth of ma-
terial. It appears to me, therefore, we are
moing to gel back £37,000 on an expen-
diture of £40,000. It seems to be almost
ineredible; [ do not think it is geing to
happen. The hon. gentleman estimates
the ecost of building a road at £26 a
chain,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY :
£15 a chain.

Hon. B. McLARTY: Even at £15 a
chain it is an extraordinarily high esti-
mate. One would naturally expeet in
a mining loeality, or in auriferous coun-
try, road-making material would be
pretty plentiful; and to talk about ex-

No;
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pending £15 a chain for a distance of
22 miles seems to me to be altogeiher ont
of the question. T think a fairly good
road might be made, and ought to be
made, for less than half the money. How-
ever, 1 do not want to oppose the rail-
way, but I am here to express my
opinion, and that is that T am not in ae-
cord with such undne haste in the mat-
ter of this construction. We are fold
that this will assist the prospeeter
greatly, but I do not thiok the matter of
22 miles is going to make very much dif-
terence to the prospector. To a man go-
ing out prospecting that short length of
railway will not give very much assist-
ance. I have no doubt the carrying of
water to the mine is essential and should
be done with the least possible delay, but
I am certainly of opinion that on the
construction of a railway to cost £10,000
hon. members should have had a little
more detail. We know that after the
nécessary equipment of a mine is carried
there is very little left for the railway to
do; we could cart away the wmold pro-
duced in a barrow for all the freight it
will yield; and I am doubtful whelher
the mine is going to be such a payable
proposition as has been vepresented in
the House. I expected to lear some fe-
bale on the matter, and a good many
guestions asked with veference to the pro-
bable iraffie, and the paying aspect of Lhe
propnsition when the railway is con-
structed. I think this mine is most fa-
vourably situated and has a great deal
to assist it without the Government rush-
ing in to spend £40,000 before there is
any development. What would tbe pros-
pectors of this wealthy mine do if they
happened to be 100 miles out in the in-
terior, in places where fuel is not obtain-
able, and with all the other drawhacks?
But here they are within 22 miles of a
railway, with an abundance of fuel, and
the water being conveyed to them, yet it
seems imperative that a railway should be
built there at a eost of £40,000, and that
before there is any development. The
Government are in too great a hurry.
They might well have waited until further
developments took place. I remember

some years ago there were some reported
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finds of immense value, and for the livst
oceasion ] was induced to put my hand:
in my pocket and invest in wmining. [
put £100 into a mine at Parker’s Range
and I have been weeping ever since Lor
my £100. 1 was led to believe that theve
was an immense fortune awaiting ine,
1 had only to pay in this money, the mine
would he sold, and I was {o rest on iny
oars for the remainder of my days, [
parted with wmy £100 that T bhad to eavn
pretty hard, and I have never seen ihe
money since. It makes vne wonder whe-
ther there may not be a iittle booming
zoing on, and whether all these leases
pegged out are going to turn ont as
wealthy as represented. However, 1 conld
not allow the opportunity to pass with-
ont expressing a word of warming, I

think the railway is prematore. I think
the Government would have done well
to have got further information and

stayed their hand until a later date be-
fore committing the country to sueh an
expense,

The COLONIAL SEFCRETARY (in
reply) : In regard lo the point raised
by Mr, Langsford as to having no re-
ports—zeoclogieal reports—from the Gov-
ernmeni, hon. members who know any-

s

thing about mining must know that it

takes a considerable time before one can
get a report from a geologist in this way.
The mine has only been opened a very
short time, and it takes a considerable
amount of stody before a peologist will
venlure to give & report as a geologieal
report. Mr. McKenzie has read a re-
port only four months old of the State
Mining Ebgineer, who was aceompanied
by the Government Geologist. That was
a Government report and a very satis-
faetory one, Another point Mr. Langs-
ford made in reply to an interjection of
mine that the line was to he constructed
departmentaliy, was that when a mine
had to be built quickly it was always
built departmentallv. The hon. member
must know they cannot build a thing
departmentally any quicker than by eon-
tract, I intimated to the hon. member
that it was not necessary to provide plans,
and Lhis rather amused the hon. member
and he said “Tiven we boild the line with-
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ont plans”! Hon. members who under-
stand coniract work know that while
waorking plans for a contractor, show-
ing all levels and erosslevels, eteet-
era, are being prepared, a short line like
this could be built. That is where the
time is saved. If a man is a builder and
knows the elass of house he wants, he
ean build the house in just as short a
time as it is possible for an architect to
prepare the plans and specifieations on
which to call for tenders. That is the
exact position, and that is how it is that
the department can have this work done
much quicker. In order that we may get
the traffic I have already referred to, we
are warranted in pushing on the railway.
As to the apparent difference in regard
to the value of the ores, given by Mr.
Brimage and myself, possibly hon. mem-
bers, not being used to mining phrases
in reports, did not follow me, or I was
not able to make myself clear, Bat
there was no difference in the informa-
tion given by the hon. member and that
given by myself. We were simply speak-
ing from different points of view. What
I said was that there was a shaft down
to 100 feet and the average erushing had
been something like 20 ounces, and then
¥ sald that another shaft was down GO
feet, and that there was a lot of eross-
cutting in this shaft, but that this was
not the shaft they were working, thongh
in it they had ore blocked out fo the ex-
tent of 14,000 tons, worth about £7 a
ton. I was speaking of two different
parts of the mine.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: Tt is very valu-
able ore.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Yes,
T wisb I had a smaller reef worth half
of it. There is no inconsistency if we
take Mr. Richard Hamilton’s report,
which I have already read, where he
states—

The ore heing obtained is marvel-
lously rieh and these shafts show at
Jeast G0 feet of ore in the different
veins, all of them being high grade at
the deepest pgint, namely, 100 feet
below the surface, It wounld be very
safe to say that the ore at present is

16385

anything from 10 ounces to 30 ouirces

in valye for a width of 20 feet.
Now the ore I referred to was outside
this. I spoke of 14,000 tons of ore worth
£7 a ton, quite apart from what Mr,
Hamilton referred to in these remarks.
I just mention this to clear hon. members’
minds on the point,

Question pnt and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Caommitlee.

Bill passed through Committee without -
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pm.

BILL—ABORIGINES ACT
MENT.
In Committee,

Resumed from the previons day; Hon.
W. Kingsmill in the Chair.

Clause 4—Amendment nf Seetion 10:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Ex-
ception was taken to extending the area,
beyond 2,000 acves, that might be pro-
elaimed as an aborigines’ reserve, and
he (the Minister) then stated that it was
only intended io extend the area on
Crown lands. However, to overcome the
doubt he had framed an a.mendment
He moved—

That the following words be added
at the end of the clause: “and insert in
liew thereof the words provided that
not more than 2,000 dacres of land held
under lease or license from the Crown
shall he made the subject of proclama-
tion hereunder in any one magisterial
district.”
Amendment

agreed to.
Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with an amendment.

AMEND-

passed; the eclause as

BILL—LICENSING.
Second Reading.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Connelly) in moving the second
reading said: The task T have this even-
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ing is to introduce to this House a Bill
fo consolidate and amend the law relating
to the liquor traffic of this Stale. Un-
doubtedly this is a problem, the suecess-
ful solulion of which presents the great-
est diflieulties. and the suecessful solo-
tion of whieh is essential undoubtedly fo
the well-heing of any country both physi-
cally and wmorally, Whether we believe
in drink to a moderate extent, or whether
we believe one should not drink at all,
we are all agreed as to the necessity for
having a strict law to conlvol the drink
traflie, and also whether we are moderate
drinkers or whether we do not believe in
drink at all, ! think we are all agreed in
the fairness that the vested intevests
which liave been built up nnder this trade
-shonld have due protection, while not
forgetiing at the same time what is due
to the community at large, I do not in-
tend to weary hon. members with a long
address on the liquor guestion this even-
ing, especially as this Bill was introdoced
by my colleague, the Atitorney General
(qvho administers the Aet), in another
place last session, when he made a very
lengthy and ahle speech and fully went
into the pros and eoms of this trade;
therefore, this evening I shall as briefly as
possible describe as fully as [ am able
the main provisions underlving this Bill.
1 will draw partienlar attention to those
parts of the Bill whielh are an alteration
of the present law: 1 will not go throngh
the Bill as a whole, that is, where the law
ns at present is not materially altered. It
is a Bill in that respect that can he dealt
with better in (‘ommitiee. The first ques-
{ion no doubt members will ask is, what is
the fundamental principle underlying this
Bill. The fundamental prineiple is this,
it pives unmistakeable expression for the
first time in Weslern Australia to the
will of the people on this question, that
is, that the decision will rest with them
as to licenses vr no-licenses. reduction, in-
erease, or abolition of publie-lonses. Hon.
members ave no doubt aware that the Gov-
ernment a little over 12 months ago sent
Mr. Carson of Terth as a Commissioner
lo visit the Eastern States and New Zea-
land. That gentleman furnished a very
ahle and insirnetive report on the lquor

[COUNCIL.]

question generally, and oo tbe laws as
they exist for regulating this traflic in the
eouniries I have mentioned. Then, again.
this Bill bas been before Parliament two
sessions, and it has been discussed pretty
fully in another place, The Bill certainly
has been eonsiderably amended from what
it was when introduced in another place,
and 1 took the precaution just atter the
last adjournment to have a copy of the
Bill posted to each member as it is now
presented to Lthe House, That has afforded
members an opportunity of studving the
question, and after reading the Bill and
the very able report I have already re-
ferved to by Mr. Carson, they will have a
very fair idea of what the Bill contains
and of the question generally. As bhefore
stated. the Bill is a consolidating and
amending law relating to the sale of
liguor. Ten .\ets are repealed by the Bill
before the Hunse, including the latest, the
Act of 1909, whereby the granting of new
licenses was suspended pending the con-
sideration by Parliament of the principle
of loeal option. Subjeet to the powers
contained in the Bill no publie-house
license could bhe granted to any place
where no licensed premises existed unless
they were oulside a radius of 15 miles
from the nearvest licensed premises. True,
there is a provigion in that Aet whereby
the Governor-in-Couneil has power to
allow a license to be granted for a place
springing suddenly into existence, but
that power has nol been exercised by the
Governor-in-Couneil as no sufficient case
has come forward. There were a good
wmany applieations under that provision
of the Aet, but seeing that this Bill was
before Parliament it was not deemed rea-
sonable to grant permission. There was
an instanee in the ease which we were
discussing (his afternoon of the gold-
Held at Bullineh, which might furnish an
instance where permission tight be
cranted under the Aect of 1009. As I
bave stated, the main principle of the
Bill is the introduetion for the first time
in Western Anetralia of loeal option. It
is propused by the Bill to take a local
optien poli as soon as possible after the
commencement of this "Aet on a date to
he fixed by the Governor, also following
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that on every Lhird year thereafter; but
—and this is a very important point—
uztijl the poll on the 31st December, 1920,
that is, 10 years——

Hon, Sir E. H. Wittenoom: We shall
all be dead by then.

The (OLOXIAL SECRETARY: 1
lope not. The only question to be sub-
mitted to the electors is whether the num-
ber of existing licenses iy a distriet shall
eontinue or be inereased, bul there will be
uo vote taken for abolition. 'The first
part of the Bill we come to is that of
licensing districtss beginning at Clanse 7.
The licensing disiricts which are ereated
under the Bill will be as far as possible
co-terminus with the Assembly electoral
districts, subject to a power to amalga-
mate two or more districts or to divide
any one district, the intention being that
the local optien vote and also the election
of members of the courf shall be taken
on the Legislative Assembly rolls existing
for the time being. The loeal option poll
and the election of the two elective mem-
bers of the cowrt will be taken on the
same day but not on the same date as the
weneral elecfion for the Lerislative As-
sembly. It was held that it was wise,
having in mind the experience of other
eonntries, not to have a local option poll
on the same day as the general election,
becanse it wounld confuse the issues. But
it is fixed in the first place that it shall
take place not later than April, 1911, and
in April of every third year thereafter.
The Bill provides in Clause 8 that there
shall be a licensing court for each distriet
constituted of a ehairman and two elee-
tive members. The chairman shall be
appointed from time to time by the Gov-
ernor and shall be a resident or police
magistrate.  The elected members must
be male persons entitled to vote for the
Assembly electorate and must be resident
in the distriet, Certain persons are dis-
qualified as set forth in Clause 9, includ-
ing those interested in the manufacture
or sale of lignor or in any premises
licensed or proposed to be licensed, or
directly pecuniarily interested in the sale
of liquor. Bo far as the licensing courts
are concerned, when the Bill was intro-
duced in another place it provided for

"a licensing board in that case?
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a nominated court. An amendment was
made in another place, however, pro-
viding for two elective members.  The
policy of having partially elective courts
has been urged with some force, and it
has been said that it is a wronz prineiple
to allow any judieial body to be elected.
I certainly will not deny that to a certain
exetent a licensing court is a judicial body,
and, speaking for myself personally, 1
may say that the policy of electing a
judieial hody does not appeal to me. On
the other hand it might be argued with
great force that there are so many matters
which the conrt has to decide, and which
are left absolutely to its discretion, that
it eannot in any sense be argued that the
licensing court is a judicial body.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Why not call it
That
would remove one of the objections.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : I
certainly would not miund calling it a
licensing board, for it does not sound very
well to have an elective body called a
conrt. This bill was introduced by the
Government of course, in another place,
but as was slated there, it is not in any
sense a party Bill, and I hope we shall
treat the matter in the same sense in this
Chamber, as indeed we always do treat
all measures. What I mean is that T do
not look unpon this so much as a Gov-
ernment measure as I do ordinary meas-
nres, but I appeal to the House to con-
sider every elanse by itself so that we may
ecome to a proper decision on this import-
ant issne. It is provided that the elective
members of the court shall hold office for
three vears and be eligible for re-election,
As T have already said the first election
will be held at the beginning of 1911, and
not later than the month of April. Ap-
plication to the court as set forth in.
Clause 19 is determined by the majority
of members. Two members of the court
may form a quorum, but it is provided
that should there be a disagreement when
only two members are present the pro-
ceedings before the eourt shall be ad-
journed until the three members are pre-
sent. I might mention that the elective
eourt is not altogether a new principle. It
is in force in New Zealand, T think, but I
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do not knowsof any other couniry where
there is an elective eourt. At any rate,
we have that preecedent, although the
court there consists of five members, and
is therefore a mueh bigger body than ours.
It is provided that the court shall hold
quarterly sittings with power to hold
special meetings on days to be appointed
by the court. Part 4 beginning at Clanse
28 provides for the licenses to be issued
under this Bill and for the purposes of
the sale and supply of -liguor, 13 licenses
arg preseribed. I! members will look
at the list contained in Clause 23 they
will see that although hotel licenses ap-
pear in the list there is a proviso in
(lause 30 that no hotel license shall be
issued except to premises licensed as a
hotel at the commencement of this Aet.
That means that there will be no further
wissue of hotel licenses. I do not know
whether there are many hotel licenses in
existence.

Member: There is only one in tHe State.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Some
years ago there used to be a great number,
but probably tley have been econverted
into publicans’ geueral licenses. Anstra-
lian wine and beer licenses, theatre re-
freshment room licenses, and gallon licen-
ges are gone, but I propose to move an
amendment in Committee enabling the
existing Aunstralian wine and beer licenses
to be renewed; in other words, conferring
the same privileges on the holders of wine
aud beer licenses as ave conferred on the
holders of existing general publicans’
licenses.

Hon. J. T. Glowrey: But make them
subject to a local option poll,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes.
It is considered unjust to deprive these
people of their licenses withont the same
-notice as we give to the holders of a
general publican’s or hotel license. These
people have had to build certain aceommo-
dation before they were granted their
wine and beer lieenses, and therefore if
the amendment is carried they will be
put in exactly the same position as the
holder of a general publican’s license.

Hon. B. C. O'Brien: But they bave not
the same conditions to comply with as the
hulder of a general publican’s lieense.

[COUNCIL.]

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Xy,
but at the same time, their little is as much
to them as the bigger sum is to the general
publican, and if it is rvight in the one
instanee, then 1 think it is right in the
other.

Hon. B. C. O'Brien: They have no ae-
commodation: they are siwmply drinking
houses.

The COLON1AL SECRETARY : How-
ever, 1 will submit an amendwent to the
House and I trost that it will receive
careful eonsideration. Each wine and
heer license will be subjeet to the loeal
option poll in the same way as a general
publican’s license, so that it may be ter-
minated in the same way,

Hou. Sir E. H. Wittenoom:
1820

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes,
but subjeet o the same poll. It will also
be observed that the gallon license, or as
it is commonly known, the grocer’s license,
has gone, but that the two-gallon license
still remains, The law at present provides
gailon and two-gallon licenses. The two-
gallon license was provided in 1902 in view
of the Commonwealth Beer Exeise Aei
passed in 1901, which enacied thal
brewers could not hold a license to sell
beer in less guantities than two gallons.
It was necessary then to pass a iwo-gal-
lou license in order to conform with the
Commonwealth excise law. The effect,
therefore, of repealing the gallon license
is that grocers will in future be com-
pelled to take out a two-gailon license,
so that the minimum quantity which a
grocer will be able to sell is a dozen bot-
tles instead of six. Division 3 on page
15 provides that no new licenses, to which
the provisions of loeal option apply,
shall be granted until a resolubion is car-
ried that the number of lieeuses may be
increased. At the same time il preserves
to fhe members of the court the right to
grant or rvefuse any partieular applica-
tion. Division 4 of the same part of
the Bill, dealing with the procedure in
regard to applications, does net ecall for
any partienlar comment, with perhaps the
exception of Clause 46 which requires the
applicant for a new general publieans’
license to offer a premium. That is a

After
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provision 1 can =carcely give much ex-
planation of, It was inserted in another
place, and it simply provides that the
applieants shall offer a premium, which is
to be paid to the Treasurer in the event
of the application being granied. This
seems to me to be rather a picus wish that
the lieensing beneh will take this into
eonsideration and add a little more to the
Treasury.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: I think that the
Treasnrer must have put that in.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I do
not know ahoui that, but it is certainly
in favour of the Treasurer if the bench
will Took at it in the same way as he does.
However it is for the hench to say which
license shall be sranted, whether the ap-
plicant offers a preminm or not.

Hon, Sir E. H, Wittenoom: Tt is prae-
tieally calling for tenders.

The COLONIAIL SECRETARY: Not
exactlv: the heneh is in no way bound to
consider the premiums, but it all the
applieants are equal. the bench may grvant
the license to the man who is prepared
to pay something for it. Of comrse, dif-
ferent conrts may take different views.

Hon. W, Kingsmill: The worse the
man’s charaeter the lavger the premium.

The COLONTAT, SECRETARY: T
suppose so.

Hon. A. G. Jeukins: T see that Austra-
lian wine and beer licenses are going to
be granted.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I
think the hon. memher must be reading
from a Bill  whieh has not been ve-
drafted; a number of conseruential
amendments had te be made. TUnder
Dhvigion 5 existing licenses will be re-
newable as a right in the absence of a
sustained ohjection, but the renewal of
a new license {subject only to the loeal
option proceedings) is placed in the ab-
solute diserefion of the conrt.  Thix is
a very important alteration in the Bill.
Previously the renewal of a license was
dependent upon the behavionr of the
licensee; in future every license will be
at  the dizeretion of the court. and a
publicin will =ei his new license from
vear 1o year. T mizht draw speecial at-
teitfion Jo Clanse 3+, which provides im-
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portant amendments for the betier pro-
tection of the owner of licensed premises
in the event of a licensee committing a
breach, or becoming bankrupt, etcetera.
Division 8 re-enacls the existing law re-
lating to provisional certificates. Provi-
sion is made in Clanse 66 for the protee-
tien of owners of licensed premises in the
event ot defanll by the tenant in doe
payment of license fees. It will also be
noticed [hat the fees for a Wayside
House license have heen inereased, from
£10 to £13. for a Spirit Merehant’s li-
cense from €3 (0 £15, for two-gallon
licenses from £10 to £13, and the fees
for transfer or vemoval of publicans’
general liceuses from £2 o €3, ‘The
priveipal parvt of the Bill, and the main
objeet for introduetng it, is loeal option.
This is dealt with in Parc 5, which places
the control of all future licenses in the
hands of (he people, but, as hefore men-
tioned, until 31st December. 1920, the
only resulutions to he submitted are: (a)
number of licenses existing in distriet
continue; (b) number of licenses in a
distriet be increased. An elector will
vote for only one of such resobttions and
either is earried by a majority of votes,
The vote is to be laken on or before
April, 1011, and then in the wmonth of
April every thrvee years after. The
reason, of course, is vbvious, why no vote
is taken before 1920; tlus is provided in
lien of compensation, and giving them 10
years’ notice will be in lien of money
compensation. The holder of an hortel
license, and n gencral publican’s license,
will then be given 10 years’ notice that
they will be subject to the result of a
loeal eption pell so that they will know
at the end of 10 years that no compensa-
tion will be paid. T would peint out
here that they really get 12 vears’ notice
becouse it is provided that a poll shall
ba taken every three vears in the month
of April.  Tf lion, members will connt it
up they will find that, if a poll takes
place in 1917. and another takes place in
1920, the next poll will not take place
until April. 1923, so that there will he
pracrically 12 vears as the Bill stands
at present. I think it is admiited hy
hon, members that compensation shonlid
be eiven. either by money or hy time,
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Money compensation was ineluded in this
Bill when it was first introduced in an-
other place, and it was provided that all
holders of existing licenses should pay
a certnin percentage into a fund from
which ecompensatlion might be paid to any
hotel that might be closed before the
expiration of 10 ycars. That, however,
was struck out in another place; it comes
to this House now withont any money
compensation whatever. Ten ycars, of
course, may w=eern a long time, at the
same bme we have to remember that
there ave vested interests, and it would
be manifestly unfair to deprive people
of those inferests without giving ample
notice. After all, 10 years will pass
quiekly enough. We have only to look
back to find that a Bill was introdueed
by a former Government in 1905 provid-
ing for loeal option, and if that had been
passed there would now remain only five
years to go, It has been the general
rule to  give either compensation by
money or time in all the other States.
In Victoria the whole of the local option
provisions are postponed until 1917,
which means 10 years’ grace, as the Act
was not passed until 1906. In the mean-
time a License Rednetion Board is eon-
stitated with power to reduce the exist-
ing number of licenses exceeding the
statutory limit, sabjeet to compensation.
After 1920 a vote on the reduction ques-
tion ean take place.

Hon. D. G. Gawler:
crease.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes.

Hon. J. W, Langsford: Increases can
take place at once.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY :
Eiffect must be given by -the court to the
vote by classifieation of licensed premi-
ses and a proportionate reduction, as
provided in Clanse 79; that is to say,
if there is a reduction vote carried the
conrt will not have a free hard to re-
duee as mueh as they like, but it will
have to be guided by the terms as set
forth in Clause 79. The two questions
also submitted to the electors, in addi-
tion to the resolutions, are set out in Sub-
clause 4 of Clause 76, and they are as
follows:— Do you vote that all new
pnblicans’ weneral licenses in the dis-

Reduetion or in-

[COUNCIL.)

triet shall be beld by the State?’’ and
““Are you in favour of State manage-
ment theonghiout the distriet?’’ That is
an important alteration in our present
law. I would point out that if the reso-
lulion that the number of licenses be in-
creased is ecarried, the court, in its dis-
cretivn, may inerease the nbomber of
licenses in the distriet by granting new
licenses. bul it is essential that any ap-
plieation for a license shall be sup-
ported by a petition witl o request that
the license be granted within an area to
be stated. That is to say that if a vote
is in Favour of increase, notwithstanding
thnt, each applieation before the Court
has to be suppurted by a majority of the -
adunit people living in that partieular
district.

Hon. W. Kingsmill:
radius.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
does not lay down the vadius: that is
for the court to decide. Probably the
conrt will indicate the district, it would
be manifestly impossible to fix the dis-
triet in the Aet because in some instan-
ces a radius of 100 vards would be suffi-
cient, while in other eases it would re-
quire a radins of five or six miles. If
on the question ““Do you vote that all
new publicans’ general licenses in the
district shall be held by the State?”
a  majority of the votes is given
in  the affirmative, no general license
may be granted except for a State
hotel. Tt may bhe pointed out that
the question of an increase is not
submitted to referendum in New South
Wales, but in that State the increase in
the nomber of licenses can only be
granted on a petition signed by a major-
itv of the adult residents within a radins
of one mile of the premises proposed te
be licensed. If it is carried there will be
no immediate effect given to the affirma-
tive answer; it will be left for Parlia-
ment to take whatever action it thinks
necessary. If this vote is carried by a
big majority, or is earried by more than
one local option poll, Parliament will un-
doubtedly accede to the wishes of the
people, After 1920, two further resolu-
tions will be submitted, namely (¢} that
the number of licenses in the distriet be

Within a certain
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reduced, and (d) that no new licenses be
granted or renewed in this distriet. Re-
solution (¢} is earried by a majority in
the number of votes given, but three-
fifths of the number of the votes given
is required to carry resolution (d). If the
resolution is oot earried the votes in its
favour are added to the rednetion vote
of resolution {¢). **No license’’ will not
be carvied unless 30 per cent. at least of
the electors in the district have voted on
the resolution. Omn resolution (d) being
carried, it has effect from the expiration
of the year in which the vote was taken.
There is a safeguard put in which is alse
provided in other eountries, that there is
to be a eertain majority and at least 30
per eent. of the electors will have to poll
on the ‘“No License’’ resolution. Then,
when the “*No License’’ resolution is
earried in any distriet. the resolution to
be submitted in thal distriet at the next
triennial ballol is  resslution (e), set
forth in Clause 76. namely, that licenses
he restored in the distriet. That will be
three yvears afterwards. If resolution (e)
is nol carrvied resolution (d) will con-
tinue in forece. But if resolution (e) is
carried licenses may be granted and re-
newed. Clause 82 relates to landiord and
tenant. With regard to all premises de-
prived of a license, in pursnanee of a re-
duction or no-license vote. provision is
made to enable the landlord to deterine
the lease where under the classification
the premises fall within pavagraph {(a)
of Snbelavse 2 of Clause 79. That is to
say where there may have been within
three years several convictions against
the licensee for offences against the Act.
The elause goes on *‘In any dther case
the lessee may within three months after
the license ceases ta he in foree (1) de-
termine the lease or surrender to the
lessor, or (2} give to the lessor written
notice that he desires to have the vent
of the premises fixed by acbitration,”’
Part G of the Bill deals with State hotels,
to which T have already referred. Tf the
resolution is earried at any local option
as I have mentioned. it is not obligatory
on the part of the State to estahlish a
hotel. but at the same time application
may be made. by the Minister, through
some agent, for sueh license. but -this li-
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cense, that is the State license, can only
be obtained from the lLieensing Bench
with exactly the same restrictions that
are provided with the ordinary licensee.
But at the same time it does not follow
that if this resolution is earried there will
be State hotels, for Parliament will
have o decide whether State hetels shall
be established in the partienlar districts.
It has been argued that the proper solu-
tion of the drink traffic is State control.
People who believe in this may, after
1920, vote that the State should own all
licenses. It will then be for Parliament
to give effect to that vesolution if they
think the principle is a right one.

Hon. J. W. Hackett: If the local
option poll is in favour of more licenses
¢an the beneh refuse to acknowledge it?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes;
it is within the diseretion of the hench.
But in regard to a reduetion the bench
will be tied, to a certain extent, for they
ean only reduce the licenses to a limited
degree.

Hou. J. W. Hackett: But 1 am talking
of increases. Can the will of the people
be flouted in this regard?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Each
applicant is left to the beneh, and the
benel can grant the lirense or not as they
think fit.

Hon. J. W. Hacketi: They can over-
rule the people?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes;
to the extent that they can deal with each
applicant. Now, Pavt VII. deals with the
duties and liabilities of licensees. Tor
the main part these provisions are con-
solidating the existing law.  Aitention
may he directed to the matters dealt with
in (lavses 90, 91, and 92. namely, sani-
tary matters and the enlargement of pre-
mises. These are new provisions to
whieh I draw the attention of hon. mem-
hers.  Clanse 96 is also an important
alteration. It provides that hotels may
remain open until 11.30 p.m. instead of 11
#elock, but no licensee is compelled to
supply haquor after 10 p.m. or hefore 8
a.m.

Hon. J. W. Hackett: Why has the
period of opeming been lengihened?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : 1T
have already explained that the Rill was
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dealt with by another place as a whole.
It is not a Government measure, and this
is the Bill as we have received it from
another Chamber.

Hon. A. G. Jenkins: But this was the
original proposal.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:
it was introduced as 11 p.m.

Hou. J. W. Hackett: Which do the
Government approve now?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
Government have no keen desive on any
details. This is a Bill with the object of
dealing with the Liquor problem and it was
treated purely as a non-party question in
another place. It is a point about which
I do not think any great number of per-
sons are of the same mind.

Hon. J. W. Hackett: The divisions in
another place do not show that it was
freated as a non-party question.

Hon. A. G, Jenkins: What is a hona
fide travellec? 1 see it is mentioned here
in Clause 96, but I cannot find it any-
where else.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
bona fide traveller has gone; he is a thing
of the past. I was just going to show that
nnder Clause 97 the sale of liquor on
Sundays, Good Fridays, and Christmas
Day is absolutely prohibited, even in the
case of travellers.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: You are not ex-
pressing any opinion on that point.

Hon. J. M. Drew: What about boats
on the river, and elubs?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : I
will ecome to ¢lubs direetly. Under Clanse
111 it will be noticed the bona fide travel-
lers who, in the past, aceording to publi-
cans, ereated a good deal of trouble, have
leen wiped ont.

Hon. J. W. Hacketi: Do the Govern-
ment stand by the Bill as introduced
here?

The COLONIAYL, SECRETARY: Not
particularly.

Heo. J. W. Hackeit: Are you going to
move any amendments?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes.

Hor. Sir E. H, Wittenoom: Buat you
deal with bona fide travellers at the end
of Clanse 96.

No;

[COUNCIL.]

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: That
has apparently been overlooked. Certain
amendments made in another place neces-
sitated a great number of consequential
amendments and, apparently, this refer-
ence to bona fide travelters has been over-
jooked: it should have been consequenti-
ally amended. AMN these matters I have
mentioned are new provisions; for the rest
they would take too long to deal with on
the second reading and can more easily be
dealt with in Committee. Part .VI1IL.
deals with the rvegistration of elubs. It
is not proposed, as in some of the East-
ern States, that elubs shall come under the
local option provisions, Under the Bill the
clubs are unaffected by any such resolution.
If clubs are not to be subject to local option
then eertainly the granting of their per-
mits must be made stricter than in the
past; otherwise we would have local op-
tion provided in one case and no exira
precautions in the other, That is one vea-
son for making the restrietions on elubs
mach greater than they are at present.

Hon. D. G. Gawler: Does not the defi-
nition in the Bill eut cut certain existing
clubs?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I do
not know about thai. This part of the
Bill, the whole of Part VIIL, substanti-
ally reproduces the provisions of the Aets
of New South Wales, Victoria, and South
Australia,

Han, W. Kingsmill : Not altogether.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: No:
because they are subjeet, in some instan-
ces, to loeal option. It also reproduces,
to a great extent, the Imperial Aect of
1902. The only substantial alteratious
from the legislation of New South Wales
and Victoria are the clauses relating to
honorary members and strangers. There
is there a very big alteration. All other
provisions have been sugoested by loeal
experience. The annual fee for registea-
tion is charged by way of percentage on
liqnor purchased for the elubs, as in Vie-
toria. In New South Wales the annual
fee is fixed.

Hon. J. T. Glowrey: Will the Minister
explain parazraph (g) of Clanse 1412

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : I
will give any explanation T can. Tt is a
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very lengthy Bill, and if I went into every
detail on the secoud reading I would prob-
ably only weary hon. members without
conveying much information, I think
small matters of detail can be beiter dealt
with in Committee.

Hon. J. W. Hackett: But these are all
essential innovations in our exisfing law.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Yes,
I was explaining these, but the hon. mem-
‘ber was not in the Chamber at the time.

Hon, J. W. Hackett: Tell us about
paragraph (g) of Clanse 141 ; it is all
new to us,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
subelanse referred to is already in the
existine law. There are certain altera-
tions taken from the legislation of the
Eastern States and the Tmperial Aect, but
the part substantially reproduces the
provisions existing in New South Wales
and Victoria, the main alterations being
thiose relating to honorary members and
strangers. In the past. it goes without
saying, there has been a number of bogus
¢lubs in Western Australia, and I think
it one part of the liquor law requires
amending more than another it is ver-
tainly that relating to elubs. I am pre-
pared to admit that very substantial
amendments have been made in the law
relating fo clubs. I have mentioned the
main alterations that oecur to me, but it
must be remembered that we bave to
legislate for the bogus club. It is not the
bona lide elub, but the bogus elnb we have
to legislate for, and in doing that it is
possible to infliet an injusfice on the
bona fide club. The restrietions are prin-
cipally in the part I refer to, namely,
that relating to strangers and honorary
wembers. I think it is in that direction
in the past that club licenses have been
most abused.

Hon, W. Kjingsmill: But the court has
not heen bound to register any club.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
eourt has not been bound to register any
elub. but in the past they did get
registration. I am rather ineclined to
think with fhe hon. member that the di-
flicalty may be got over by looking to
the registration. If that is so, when in
Committee T will be very pleased io take

amendments in that direelion. So long
as we can guard agaiost the bogus elub-—-

Bon, W. Kingsmill: You can guard
sgainst the bogus club by having a good
conrt.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:
That is so. As I have said, the Jaw as
laid down in the Bill is decidedly stricter
in regard to elubs than it is in the Eastern
States; and let me say that the law in
Victoria, and I think also in New South
Wales, bas been considerably altered
and made much more stringent within the
last two or three years. We are going
beyond that, again, and making it still
strieter, At the same time, these ¢lubs
are there subject to the loeal option poll,
which is not provided for in the Bill.
The provisions relating to the admission
of strangers and honorary members are
very sfringent and, personally, T am of
opinion they can be considerably modi-
fied; bui, as 1 have already stated, it
wust not he lost sight of that we are le-
gislating for the bogus club, Part IX.
substantially reproduces the existing law
in regard to the inspection of licensed
premises and the adulteration of liquor.
The provisions as to the adulteration of
liguor are reproduced in the main from
the existing Aect, but penalities for keep-
ing or supplying sueh liquor are extended
to owners of vineyards, who are given
certain powers of selling withont a li-
cense. All miscellaneous provisions are
dealt with in Part IL, and I do not know
that they eall for particular eomment.
These are the main provisions contained
in the Bill. As I mentioned in my open-
ing remarks, this Bill is one that lends
itself to a great amount of discussion.
Il is not in any sense a Government or
party measure, Members of the Chamber
are imbued. I think, with the same
idea the Government have, of putting
a law on the statute-book that will not
inflict any undue hardship on abpyope
concerned in the trade, but at the same
time will regulate a diffieult trade.
T need not say any more on the
second reading, becanse this is particu-
larly a Bill for Committee discussion. 1
have not gone into the principle of loeal
reform. as it was fully dealt with by the
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Attorney General, and I thought it an-
necessary to worry members with it, I
have touched on the main alterations in
the measure and have drawn the attention
of lion, members to anything to which I
thiought attention should be drawn. T ask
fion. members to give the Bill their
closest atlention, so that if possible, after
having had this Bill talked of for so
many years, now it has reached this stage
we may make it as perfeet a measure as
possible. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Hon. J. W. LANGSTORD  (Metro-
politan-Soburban): 1 have one or twe
remarks to offer on the second reading
of this measure. In the first place 1
would like to say it introdures us to the
thorny path of liquor reform whieh is
strewn with the wreeks of Governments,
reputations, Ministries, eteetera. I do
not know whether this measure will have
any of these effects on our present Minis-
try. T sinecerely hope that if will not. I
lope that after it has been dealt with in
this Hanse the Ministry will come out
with enhianced reputations. But it is a
field that has tested the wisdom of some
of the greatest statesmen. It ealls for
the greatest diligence and to be treated
sympathetically by members of the (‘ham-
ber. We need to bring to bear the prac-

tical sagacity which I am convinced is

embodied in members of this Chamber,
aund T would like to ask that we should
all endeavour to bring to bear upon it an
earnest enthusiasm for the highest wel-
fare of the people, as we conceive it to
he in owr hest and highest judgment.
Arguments are unnecessary as lo the wis-
dom of bringing the liguor interests
under strong control. We all recognise
the wvast interests and the great influ-
ence they hold. There ig a dunger that
if they are left untramelled and uncon-
trolied they will control the State: and T
take it to be one of the objeets of the
Bill to hold a wise and reasvnable con-
trol over fthe liquor trade. YWe need not
furnish statisties, becanse somebody has
said that statisties ean he made to fur-
nish anything. In order to furnish this
eontrol we are at presént endeavouring

[COUNCIL.]

to deal with the question from a Parlia-
mentary or legislative point of view; and
althongh there are many people who hold
that if an Aet of Parliament is only
passed, the habits of a people for hunn-
dreds of years can be suddenly altered,
T hold no such opinion. My judgment
of an Aect of Parliament in altering the
hahits of the people does not rise nearly
as high i that direction as the judyrment
of some people. I Jook more upon the
economieal aspect of this matter in order
to obtain, shall T say, sober people or a
sober nation. It js from the economieal
point of view rather than from the legis-
lative point of view that we will attain
this. TIn the race of nattons for supre-
macy I think we can hope for most in
this direction. I believe that the creat ad-
vanee that has taken place an lewislation
in America on this subject i prompted
very largely by economieal considerations.
The faet that they mean to get in front
of other nations if possible. 1 prompting
them to become sober in their habits, and
T think that aspect must always have
great influenee on any people. The Rill
provides a fuller measure of control hy
the people., and we have the experience
of some of the Eastern States and of
New Zealand 10 gnide us in this divection.
Although one must contess that the in-
formation one receives and the stalisties
one obtains are nost diseoncerting and
conflicting. however. I think there is one
outstanding faet that under the local op-
tion provisions, take New Zealand, for
instance. the vote in favour oF reduction
and no-license is constantly increasing.

Hon. J. T. Glowrey: So is the sale of
liquor.

Hon. J. W, LANGSFORD: That may
be so, but in spite of the sale of lignor.
in spite of the knowledge they have that
there are grog shops, and that there is
illicit selling of liyuors, the vote in favour
of no-livense is  constantly inereasing,
Another  ouistanding  faet is that the
erime slatisties in the districts where neo
licenses exist have heen cousiderally re-
duced: and these nre statisties that are
furnished. not by tempeeance advocates,
hat by the police aathorities. The mea-
sare hefare e provides an element of



local option, not as full as sume people
might like, but still a step in that diree-
tion. It provides also for partly elected
licensing benches, This is an experi-
ment,  Although the Bill provides that it
is lefl to the diseretion of the licensing
benel as to the granting of licenses, I
imagine that after a local option poll has
been taken the bench must follow the poll,
whether it be in favonr of a reduection or
of an increase of licenses.

Hon, J. W. Hackett: Does it sav so iu
the Bill?

Hon. J. W, LANGSFORD: I think
if is on the surface of the Bill that if the
people declare for an increase of licenses
the bench must within reasonable limits
grant this increase, though they will have
absolute discretion to say where the
licenses shall be granted, the neighbour-
hoods in which ihey shall be granted;
but no beneh will go beyond the vote of
the people in this matter. T eannot con-
ceive a licensing beneh going beyend the
vote in the matter, either on the question
of aun inerease or on the question of a
decrease.  Although the beneh will have
diseretion as to the loeality in the elec-
toral distriet. and as to the men in the
licensing distriet, as to the granting of
licenses or as to redueiion, the intenfion
is—and T read it so—that the bench must
follow the will of the people.

The Colonial Secretary: They may take
a very long time Lo do it

Hon. J, W. LANGSFORD: Then they
will be dealt with by the people at the
election. Leeal option polls are pre-
ceded by a petition, This is the practice
elsewherr, aithough I notice in South
Australia the number of those who have
to sign a petition is ten per cent. or 300,
whichever is the smaller number. In some
nf the electorates of South Australia they
have 14.000 and 15,000 electors, but they
ouly require that 500 shall sign a petition
to have a loeal option poll.

Hon. W, Patrick: But their distriets
are smaller.

Hon. J. W, LANGSFORD: Their dis-
iriets are very much larger than they are
liere. T think it is an amendment we
might make in onr Bill. The first poll
far the reduetion of hotels will take place
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in 1920, or, as the Minister points our,
1922 or 1923. That is a vastly different
proposal to the proposal that was made
by the Government in introducing the
Bill. The first poll then was to be taken
in 1914.

The Colonial Secvetary: Yes, but there
was money compensation provided for.
It makes all the difference.

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD: Exactly,
but it means that at the firsi poll there
will be no reduetion. I imagine the
people will not be eduncated in the way of
voting in favonr of reduetion or no-
license until about 1923, and the trade
must consider that most generous. It
must have been entirely unexpected. [
was liot opposed to the proposal the Gov-
ernment made in the Bill when it was
first introduced te the Assembly. The
measnre also provides for a 30 per eent.
poll and a three-fifths majority, which
of course makes it exceedingly difficulr.
We intvodure the system here, not only of
counting veles, but of weighing them.
The Bill declares that the weight of 40
votes shall exceed the counting of 60
voles. We must provide against fluetu-
ations in this matter, but as no poll for
the rednetion of licenses ecan take place
hefore 1920 or 1922, T hope that fuller con-
sideration will modify these quantities;
beeause it is certain that these measures
will be coming before us for improve-
ment as we find they need it in the way
of working under them. The Bill also
provides that the State may obtain the
will of the peeople as to whether the
State shall hold licenses or not. In the
matter of Sunday trading, I understand
that is made in the interests of the licen-
see, and no further Sunday trading is to
be allowed. T understnnd a deputation
waited on the Premier and asked that
the inferests of the hotelkeepers should
be considered. They were not obliged to
stay at hotels all day long on Sunday.
and therefore thiz clause has been in-
serted. The more vou restriet the faecili-
ties, or rather the centres from which
liguor can be obtained, I think the better
police supervision can be exercised over
these eentres. The extension to 11.30
p. T think is gnite unnecessary, and 1
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shall jwin hon. members in bringing the
time back to 11 o’clock, whieh I think is
quite late enough. We have early clos-
ing in regard to most of the businesses
in Perth and in the country, and T think
11 v’elock is ample time.

Houn. J. T. Glowrey:
wo tu thealres.

Hon. . W. LANGSFORD: The hoa.
wember does not know what I do, and
what T do not do. [ shall do my best to
help place this measure on the statute-
hook. I am sure it will not satisfy every-
one. We have had, during the past few
months, a campaign against many pro-
visions of the Bill, conducted by the
West Anstralian Temperance Union, and
I may say I am nol a member of that
association. They have been termned fan-
aties, hut I know from my knowledge,
that these men, many of them, are en-
gaged day by day in dealing with the
wreeks thal arise from over-indulgence
in liquor, and my wonder is not that
sometimes they make over-rash state-
ments, but that they do not oftener do
s0. eonfronted as they arve day by day
with the evil effects of drink. After all,
the greatest safeguard the State ecan
have is the placing in the hands of the
Colonial Secretary and the police foree
an Aet to be wisely and firmly adminis-
tered, not excessively far-reaching, but
in the interests of good government. T
hope that later on the Government will
see their way to establish—it does not
come under the Bill—an inebriates’ re-
treat.

Hon. J. W. Hackett:

Hon. W. Kingsmill:
der the Licensing Act.

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD: I am not
disposed to agree that those suffering from
the disease of liquor should be confined
in lunatic asylums, I think a separate in-
stitution shonld be established for them,
1 hope at some date the (Jovernment will
see their way to do this. I have not any-
thing further to say, but I support the
second reading.

(m motion by Hon. . (3. Gawler de-
hate adjonrned.

But yvou do not

f1ear, hear.

That comes un-

[COUNCIL.]

BILL—SOUTHERN CROSS-BULI].-
FINCH RAILWAY APPROPRIATION.

Received from the Legislative Assem-
bly and read a first time.

BILL—PERTH MUNICIPAL GAS
AND ELECTRIC LIGHTINC.
Second Reading,

The COLOXIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. 1), Conunaolly) in moving the second
reading said: This is a short Bill, but
a very imporlant one so far as it relates
to the city of Perth and the ratepayers
of the City. s the title indieates, it
authorvises and provides a way of rais-
ing money for the Perth ecity council
purchasing the Perth was and eleetrie
lighting works. The 1Perth Gas Company
was established in 1882, receiving certain
eoncessions for supplying the cily of
Perth and distrieis with gas and electrie
light. In the Perth Gas Company’s Act
provision was made in Seetion 50 enabling
the city of Perth at any time after the
31st December, 1906, to purchase all lands
and buildings belonging lo the company
after giving six months’ notice of their
intention to purchase. The same section
sets Forth that Lhe purchase price shall
he arrived at by mutual agreement, or in
the event of failure to agree, any dispute
arising between the twoe parties as to the
purchase, the price sball be determined
by arbitration. In accordanee with that
provision contained in the Perlh Gas
Company’s Aet, on the 13th June. 1908,
over two years ago, the Perth eity couneil
gave notice of their intention to the ex-
1sting company.  On  the 15th Augnst
tollowing, the council wrote to the com-
pany sugrestion a econference of the two
parties. This conference was, however,
declined by the company. At the ex-
piration of Lhe six months’ notice, which
would be in December, 1908, the Perth
city vouneil again communieated with the
representatives of the eompany, offering
them €138,868 for the purchiase of the
properiy. The company did not answer
vea or nay with regard to the price.
neither fhd they agree as to a eonference.
hut initinted a discusston as to the bhasis
on whicli the couneil had arrived at the
price.  On the 7th Januaryv. 1900, the

a
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town clerk of Perth wrute to the com-
pany again asking for a definite reply
regarding the offer made. The company
replied that in order to ascertain the re-
spective rights of the ratepayers and the
eompany, and to avoid expense and delay
of premature arbitration, a writ had
been issued by them against the council
for the declaration of their rights. The
couneil advised the ecumpany that they
eauld nol aceept the procedure proposed
by the company and required that the
matter should be referred to arbitration.
On the 14th March, 1909, the company
applied to the court for an injunetion
restraining the counectl from proceeding
to arbitration until after the trial,
which I have mentioned. This applica-
tion was dismissed by Mr. Justice Burn-
side in the Supreme Court, and the de-
eision was afterwards upheld by the Full
Court. JFollowing on this the wvhitra-
tors sat for 11 weeks r1aking a vast
amount of evidence, and the arbitrators
did not give a decision, for reasons which
I will explain later on. The highest
valuation for the company, aceording to
evidence given before the arbitrators, was
£236,564, and the council’s highest valua-
tion, which ineluded 1214 per ecent. for
engineering and architects’ fees, was
£153, 582. After a large volume of evi-
denee had been taken, the question was
then raised as to whether they wounld de-
termine the amount of purchase money
on the commereial or struetural valne of
the eompany’s property. The real issne,
therefore, would be the aectual value of
the plant and the propertv as it stood,
or whether they would have to pay for
the value of the concession granted by
law to the company for which the good-
will was claimed. These poinis having
been raised, it was impossible for the
arbitrators to give a decision until the
court had given them instructions as to
the basis on which the valuation was to
be arrived at. The case was submitted
to the Bupreme Court, and resulted in
favonr of the council. An appeal was
made to the Full Conrt, and the court
ruled as follows:—

In determining the amount of pur-
chase monev the basis of calteulation
shonld be merely the value of the land,

£C2]
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buildings, hereditaments, lamps. pipes,
stock, and appurtenances regarded as
being in situ capable of earning a profit
and should not include the value of the
company’s statutory powers and privi-
leges ot the amount of profits that have
or ean be earned by means of the said
property or the exercise of the said
powers and privileges in the company’s
business of producing and selling gas
aod electric current under the provi-
sions of the Perth Gas Company's Aet
and amendments.

Therefore the decision of the Full Court
was in favour of the council. The com-
pany had not paid anything for goodwill,
but the plant had to be valned. The com-
pany are still not satisfied with that de-
cision, and they are appealing to the
Privy Council. That decision cannot pos-
sibly be given this year as, I believe, the
case cannot coie on before the middle of
next year. The City counecil, it seems to
me, have goue rather the wrong way about
the business. It would have been wiser,
I think, for the City council to have pre-
sented this Bill to Parliament before tak-
ing the proceedings they did, because until
the Bill is passed they have no lawful an-
thority to raise the money to carry out the
decision of the arbitrators; that is to say,
under the provisions of the Municipal In-
stitutions Act it does not give them enongh
power to raise a suflicient snm of money
to earry ont the purchase, and, conse-
quently, the Bill is now before the House
with that object. I say they should have
brought in this Bill, firstly, beeause if
Parliament in the first place refuse to
pass the Bill they will be unable to pro-
ceed; secondly, if the ratepayers, as they
will have the power under the Bill, give
an adverse vote all their trouble will have
heen for nothing, and they will be unable
to take over the Gas Company’s plant.
However, they did not eleet to move in that
way, and the Bill is now before the Honse
as hon. members see it. As I have already
mentioned, upon these negotiations the
City couneil bas spent the sum of £4,000
prineipally in legal proceedings. The Bill
is o simple one in some respects but it
makes some very important amendments,
so far as the City counneil are concerned,
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to the borrowing powers conferred by the
Municipal Corporations Aet.  They are
given very large borrowing powers under
this Bill, but for this sole purpose only.
As I have already stated, it is impossible
nnder the Municipal Corporations Aet of
1906 for the City council to raise a suffi-
cient sum of mioney to aequire fhis im-
portant publie service. The amount pro-
posed Lo be raised is not set out in this
Bili, for the obvious reason that the de-
eicign of the Privy Council as to payment
for zoodwill has not yet been given and
until it is given it is guite impuossible o
arrive at the awount which the muniei-
pality will bhave to pay.  TFirst ot all,
very liberal provision is made in the Bill
to enable ratepayers to object Lo the loan
being floated. That provision is not guite
the same as the provision in the Munieipal
Corporations Aet, but it is more liberal in
this respeect, that when the loan is an-
nounced a petition of twenty ratepayers
can demand a poll. The machinery for
laving the poll is somewhat different to
that preseribed in the Act. Under rthe
Municipal Corporations Aet only pro-
perty owners ean vote iu objeetion to a
loan, but a departure is made in this in-
stance in the direction of providing a
special voll whieh will include 2]l oceen-
piers and owners of property within the
City area. There is no doubt good reason
for adopting the principle in connection
with ordinary municipal loans that only
owners shall vote, because it is provided
that a rate sufficient to earn interest and
sinking fund shall be levied, and a direct
charge is made on property. Therefore
it is a very proper provision in the Act
that only owners should vote in giving the
munieipality power to borrow. But this
proposed loan is entirely different, for the
reason that it is proposed by the munici-
pal conncil to take over a going concern.
This going concern is a highly profitable
one, and aecording to the last balance-
sheet for the vear ended 30th XMay last, it
showed a profit of £31,000. That profit
would fully provide for interest and sink-
inr funld. Hon. members will also no-
tice that under the provisions of this Bill,
unlike the Municipal Tnstitotions Aect, it
is not oblizatory on the corporation to
strike a rate sufficient tv provide interest

and sinking fund. It is provided that
such interest and sinking fund shall be
paid out of the profits of the concern.
However, s0 long as the profits are as
large as they are at present, there need
be no rate. hut it is provided that a rate
may be struek in the event of the profits
not being large enoungh to provide interest
and sinking fund.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: The profiis could
be a greal deal less and still provide in-
terest and sinking tund.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes.
[ the conneil get it on the terms they are
offering the concern would pay more than
interest at. say, 4 per cent. and sinking
fund at. say. 2 per cent. 1 do not think
that there i= much fear, allowing for
decenl management, that it will be neces-
sary to strike any rate for this purpose.

Houn. J. W. Laugsford: Two per cent.
is very low for sinking fund on an eleetrie
lighting plant.

The COLOXNIAL SECRETARY: Per-
haps for buildings and things of that
kind, but they will probably pay that out
of revenue, Another reason why a rate
to cover interest and sinking fund should
be inserted is that it will enable the coun-
cil fo borrow money more easily and will
afford a gnarantee to those who take up
the debentures that their money and in-
terest are secure. Another departure
from the Munieipal Corpovations Aet is
contained in Clause 10, The Municipal
Corporations Aet provides that if a ma-
Jority of the persons who go to the poll
are against a loan the loan cannot take-
place. This puts ii the other way
about, by providing that if a majority
of the persons whose names are on the
special roll forbid the council to proceed
the conneil cannot proceed.

Hon. J. W. Hackett: That makes it
that von must get an ahsolute majority.

The COLORNIAL SECRETARY: That
is practically what it means. You must
et 51 per cent of the voters on the roll
to poll against it to prevent the loan being
raised. On the other hand, it may be
aroned that it is only reasonable to make
this provision, because those who are
against the loan will use all theiv powers
to hring the people to vote against it
whereas there is no provision to hring
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to the poll those who favour the loan.
I think that in this instance if is not alto-
gether an unreasonable proposal, bearing
in mind that this loan is being floated
for a special purpose and for the taking
over of a highly profitable undertaking.
It is paying a good raie of interest and
sinking fund at the present time, and un-
“doubtedly Perth and suburbs ave going
to grow. 'The councii arve given power to
operate over a radins of five miles from
the town hall, and if they make a profit
now, it goes without saying that unless
there is very bad management indeed they
must make a bigger profit in future.

Hon, D. G. Gawler: This assnmes that
the loan is an advantageous one.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes.
Those are the main features of the Bill,
which is one that greatly concerns the
people of the city of Perth and the pro-
perty owners. 1 beg to move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Hon. A. G, JENKINS (Metropolitan} :
After the remark which has fallen from
the hon, Mr, Gawler, I would just like to
give the House a few figures to show
what a really advantageous proposition
this would be to the City and why See-
tion 10 assumes that the loan will be an
advantageons one. At the present time,
if the judgment of the Full Court of
Western Australia is upheld, the valua-
tion wiil either be £155,000 (the couneils
valuation), or £236,000 (the company’s
valuation). Assuming the purchase to be
on the basis of £155,008, according to the
halanee-sheet of the company there will
be a net annual profit to the eouneil of
£25,000; on the other hand, assuming it
to be on the basis of £236,000, there will
still be a net annual profit to the ecouneil
of £21,000. That, of conrse, does not
allow anything for sinking fund.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: What do yon
mean by a net profit?

Hon. A. G. JENKINS : Over and
above working expenses, but not allowing
for interest and sinking fund. Even if
£400,000 be required and the company
obtain everything they desire from the
Privy Counecil, there will still be a net
annual profit to the eonneil of £15,000,
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The couneil feel that with such an advan-
tageous proposition before the ratepayers
it is not reasonable to expect them to
spend money, over and above the large
amount they have already expended in
legal expenses, to get the ratepayers to
vole on a question like this. They feel
that if they were to be placed in that
position, a large corporation who might
desire to retain such an advantageous con-
cern in their hands, might by spending a
very large sum of money, be able to de-
feat the eouncil, if simply a wajority
poll one way or the other were provided
for. Therefore, this provision bas been
inserted in the Bill; and it is not alto-
gether new, because in all the Muniecipal
Aects up to 1902 a similar provision was
inserted. The eouncil feel that in the
circumastances the old provision shonld
be reverted to, and that if an absolute
majority of the ratepayers on the roll
think this loan should not be floated they
shonld come forward and say so. If that
be not so, the counecil feel that the pro-
position is such an advantageons one, and
one which the majority of ratepavers
are heartily in accord, that they might not
go to the poll to record their vote, and
thereby the very good objects of the Bill
might be defeated. Those are a few of
the figures I have heen asked to place
before the House by the City Couneil.
I have much pleasure in supporting the
second reading of the Bill.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commitlee:

Clauses 1 to 8—agreed to.

Clauze 9—Vote of ratepayers, how
taken:

Hon. J. W. LANGSFORD: This clanse
made provision for a special roll to be
prepaved by the town clerk and there was
nothing about the revision of that roll.
Accidentally, hundreds of names might
be left off the roll. Would the Colonial
Secretary explain whether that was safe-
guarded against?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Off
hand he eould not answer the hon. mem-
ber’s question, but Clause 15 provided
that a number of the sections of the
Municipal Corporations Aet should be
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incorporated in the Bill. One of these
sections possibly sateznarded the position.
Inaniries, however, would he made and
if what ithe hon. member desired was not
provided for, the Bill would be vecommit-
ted.

Clanse passed.

Clauzes 10 1o 19—agreed lo.

Schedules—agreed to.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported witheut amendment. and
the report adopted.

ADJOURNMENT —- ARRIVAL  OF
AUSTRALIAN DESTROGYERS.
The ("OLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. . Connollv): T intend to move that
the Honse at s rising adjourn uniil
Tuesdny next. As hon. members are
aware, to-morow has been declared a
public holiday in order to give a recep-
tion to the officers and men of the two
destroyers of the new Australian Fleet.
The vessels arrived at Fremantle to-day
and to-morrow there will he numerous
attractions provided, Tt is my infention,
thervefore, te move—
That the House at its rising adjonrn
wntil Tuesday, the 29th November.

Question passed.

House adjourned at 9.20 p.m.

Regislative EHsscmbdly,
Wednesday, 23rd November, 1910.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m.. and read prayers.

[ASSEMBLY.]

CYCLONE AT BROOME.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson) -
I regzret lo say that I have had some bad
news from Broome in regard to a evelone
thar struek that port on the 19th inst.
The following is a telegram I have re-
cetved ;—

Disastrous  evelonie
RBroome Saturday 19th. Glass com-
menced falling Friday morning. Re-
sulted i1 W0 luepgers making the port
betvore nightfall.  Wind ecommenced
very streng abomt wnidnight and in-
creased in forve with heavy squalls.
Keached highest veloeity about 2 pm.
Saturday. hy which time nine inches
rain had falien. Many luggers in port
had now drapged their aunchors, and
were piled up on the shore between the
Jetty and entranee point. Verandals,
roofs, aud whole honses had by then
been blown in all directions, and a
large portion of population were ob-
liged to seek shelter at the houses still
retmaining, By fve o'clock wind lulled
but recommenced with terrific violence
from the Nor-West. Prees, fences, and
telephone posts now levelled and the ut-
most desolation prevailed. Wind with

cale  struck

rain continued throughout night but
[ulled iu the morning by which
lime sixiy-seven luggers were
piled up on the heach. Seven-
teen  were afloat  and it s

estimated thai between thirty and forty
bhad sunk at their mmourings., Several
Inggers are known to have been wrecked
along the eost and between seventy and
einhiry are still unaccounted tor, though
it is thought many of these may have
taken refuge in wvarious ecreeks alongy
coast. Resene parties have heen sent
out, and lnggers are patrolling coast o
render assistance. So far two white
men, Farrell and Strect, employed by
FEverett. are known to be lost and ten
eolonred erew. Fear rheir number will
he zreatly augmented, but full partien-
lars will not he to hand for some days.
Nu easnalties on shore, but many nar-
row eseapes from flying roof iron. Tis-
timatel damage ashore hetween fifieen
and twenty thousand. Impossible esti-
mate damage {o shipping, Labour and



